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VaRsus BALENTIN BERSIN, ET AL 





MORNING SESSION 
(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 0830 hours.) 

PRESITENT: ‘The Court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION: May it please the Court, let the record show 
that all the meabers of the Court, oll the menbers of the Prosecution, 


ell the members of the Defense with the exception of Dr. Rau, Dr. 
Wieland and Dr. Hertkorn, who are absent on business of the accused, 


sre present and ell the accused and the reporter are present. 
PRESIDENT: The record will so show. 
PROSECUTION: ‘The Prosecution calls as the first witness 
this morning Karl Deub. 
KARL DAUB, called as a witness for the Prosecution, being 
first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION s 
State your name? 
Denb, Karl. 
State your grade? 
Sturmann, PFC. 
Organisation? 
a Second Company, First Panzer Regiment, Leibstendarte 
8S Adolf Hitler, 
Q Is your organisation a part of the Waffen SS? 
Yes. 
Are you now a prisoner of war of the American Aruy? 
Yes. 
Where are you now held a prisoner? 
Dachau. 
Q Did you take part in the Eifel offensive during the months 
of December 19; and Jemuary 19457  _ * 
(Daub—direct) ees 





ta 23 
5/20 Ign 2 


Tes. 

What was your assignnent? 

I was a radio operator, 

Who was your platoon leader? 

Ond Lt. Kaufmann, 

Who was your Company commander? 

lst Lt. Christ. 

Could you identify Christ if you were to see him again? 


Yes. 


eoereoereeoeroeor se 


Take a look at the defendants sitting on your left and see 
if you recognise Christ as one among then? 

Yes. 

What number is he wearing? 

Seven. 

Christ, will you stand up? 

(Whereupon the accused did as directed.) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTIONs 
Q Qn what date -—— 

TEFENSE COUNSELs’ May it please the Court, as a matter of 
technicality in the identity of the defendants in this particular 
case, it seems that it would be more proper for the Court, if they 
desire that the accused stand up to be identified, to call them to 
attention and rise. ‘They have had the accused stand up on about 
four occasions. 

PRESIDENT: That is right. 

LAW MEMBER: Rosenstock, will you tell the accused that 
they will not rise unless the Court tells them to rise, from now on? 
(The interpreter did as directed, ) 


(Deub-direct ) 





QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 
Qn what date did the offensive begin? 
December 16, 19hh. 
Was a Company mecting held prior to the start of the 


Yes, sire 

Where was it held? 

In Bleakenhein Forest. 

Were you present? 

Tes. 

Who spoke? 

lst Lt. Christ. 

Would you remember what Christ said? 


Yes. 


Q 
ry 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
ry 
Qa 


Will you repeat the substance of what he said? 

Yes. He said that this attack would be the last opportunity 
to save Germany and that this attack would be executed according to 
the old 88 tradition and that no value would be placed upon the taking 


> 


of prisoners of war. 

Q After the speech, did anyone else say anything? 

4 Yes. Mikolaschek said that he needed a pair of shoes and 
Christ said for him to get some from the Americans, 

Q Could you identify Mikolaschek if you saw him again? 

a Yes, sir. 

Q Take a took at the defendants and see if Mikolaschek is 
among then? 

Aa Tes, te Am, 

Qa What number is he wearing? 

Aa Thirty seven (37). 

a After the meeting what did the troops do? 


(Daub=direct) 
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a We sang & song. 
Q What was the name of it? 

4 "Sharpen the long knives on the lampost, blood should 
flow, cadgels should fall thickly, we don't care for the liberty of the ‘| 
Soviet Republic." 

PROSECUTION: You may croes examine. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the Defense, there are no 
questions. 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently not. 
The witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew. ) 
PROSECUTION: Prosecution recalls Lt. Perl. 
lst Lt. William R, PERL, a witness for the Prosecution, was 
recalled and testified further as follows: 
PRESIDENT: Remind the witness that he is etill under oath, 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 
Qa While you were investigating the Melmedy case, did you 
have an opportunity to interrogate one Friedrich Christ? 
a Yes. 
Q Take @ look at the Defendants and see if Friedrich Christ 
is among those present? 
A Yes. 
Q What number is he wearing? 
A Number 7. 
PROSECUTION: Will you mark this as Prosecution Bxhibit 
P-15 for identification? 
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution Exhibit 
No, P15 for identification by the reporter.) 


(Berl-redirect,) 





QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: ; 
Q T hand you Prosecution Exhibit No, P-15 for identification 
end ask you if you can identify it? 
a Yes. 
In whose handwriting is the statement and who signed it? 
Friedrich Christ. 
Is this the same Friedrich Christ that you identified 
Previously as wearing number 7. 
Yes. 
Was the statement signed in your presence? 
Yes. 
Was the statement taken under oath? 
Yes. 
Who administered the cath? 
T did. 
Was the statement given voluntarily? 
Yes. } 
Was duress used to obtain this statement? 
Wo. 


a 
Q 
ry 
Qa 
a 
Q 
a 
q 
a 
Qa 
a 
Q 


Did you make any threats or promises to obtain this 
statement? 

A No. 

Q Did you use any harsh, cruel or inhumane treataent to 
obtain this statement? 

Aa No, 

Q Will you describe how the statement was taken? 

A First oral and then written. 

PROSECUTION: Prowecution offers in evidence Prosecution 

Exhibit Nol P-15 for identification, to be attached to the record 
and marked Prosecution Exhibit P-15, 


(Perl-redirect) 253 





LT. CQL. DWIMELL: The Defense objects on the grounds 
Previously stated. 4 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. 

DEFEMSE COUNSEL: We further objection on the part 
of the Defense. 

PRESIIENT: The exhibit offered by the Prosecution is 
admitted inte evidence and will be marked Exhibit P-15. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 

marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution 
Exhibit No, P-15 and is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

PROSECUTION: Will you mark this as Prosecution Exhibit 
No. Pal5=A? 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 

Exhibit No P-l5<4 for identification by the reporter. ) 

PROSECUTION: Prosecution offers in evidence a true 
and correct English translation of Prosecution Exhibit Pel5 to be 
attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit P-15-A, 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No objection to the translation. 

PRESIDENTs There being no objection, the exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution will be admitted into evidence and will be marked 
Exhibit Pel5=A. 


(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution 


Exhibit P-l5“4 and is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 
PROSECUTION: Prosecution requests permission to read 
Prosecution Exhibit P-15—4. 
PRESIDENT: Permission is granted. 


(Perl-redirect) 





BO Tau 7 


PROSECUTION: (Reading) "I am stating herewith thedmote 


i 


g3 
ef 


sPEERE 
Fa fe 


T am fully aware Of the dmportance and 
holiness of an oath. 

Christ, Friedrich 

8S Obersturmfuehrer 
17 December 1945 


Investigator—Examiner 
War Crimes Branch, USFE? 


Subscribed and sworn to before me 

at Schwaebisch Hall, Germany 

this seventeenth day of December 195. 

/a/ WILLIAM R, PERL 
lst Lt. M.I. 
Inves tigator-Examiner," 

PROSECUTION: Will you mark this document as Prosecution 
Exhibit P-16 for identification? 
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 


Exhibit No, P-16 for identification by the reporter.) 


(Perl-rediract ) 
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QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTIONs 
Q During your interrogation of Christ did you take more 
than one statement? 
4 Yes. 
Q I hand you what has been marked for identification as 
Prosecution Exhibit P16 and ask you if you can identify it? 
A= Yes. 
Q@ Do you imow in whose handwriting the statement is in and 
who signed it? 
4 = Friedrich Christ, 
Q Is that the same Friedrich Christ that you identified as 
Wearing number 7? 
Yes. 
Was the statement signed in your presence? 
Yes. 
Was the statement taken under oath? 
Yes. 
Who administered the oath? 
I did. 
Was the statement given voluntarily? 
Yes. 


Was duress used to obtain this statement? 


> Dr Dr Oo Ff © F&F CO PK 


No, 

Q Did you make any theats or promises to obtain this 
statement? 

A Mo, : 

Q Did you use any harsh, cruel or inhwesne treatment 
te obtain this statement? 

Aa 





Will you describe how this statement was taken? 

It was taken first oral in an interview and then in 
writing. 

PROSECUTION: Prosecution offers in evidence Prosecution 
Exhibit No. Pel6 for identification to be attached to the record 
and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P-16. 

LT. COL. DWINELLs Defense objects on the grounds 
Previously stated and also objects to that part of the confession 
wherein the accused testifies to impressions and suppositions, on 
the ground that that evidence is incompetent. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled, The Exhibit 
offered by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be 
marked Exhibit P-16. 

(WHEREUPON the document referred to having been previously 
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution 
Exhibit No. P16 and is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

PROSECUTION: Prosecution offers in evidence a true and 
correct English translation of Prosecution Exhibit 16, to be 
attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit P-16-4, 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution 
Exhibit 16A for identification by the reporter.) 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Wo objection to the translation. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the Exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked 
Exhibit Pal6-A.) 

(Whereupon the document referred to having been previously 
marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit 


No, P-16—4 and is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 


PROSECUTION: Permission is squested to read Prosecution 
Exhibit P-16-A, 
PRESIDENT: Granéed. 


PROSECUTIONs (Reading) "Supplementary to herd aentenet I 
made today c ring spee 
(Perl-redirect) 63" sf 
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"Blankenheia Forest the evening before the attack in the 
Eifel started, I add the follewing: 


In the seme building in which Poeteohke gave us the talk 
in the adjoining room was Peiper's Camand Post. 


I camnet recall whether Peiper was present during Poetechke's 
speech, but in any case, I was under the ispression that 
Peiper knew about the order to take no prisoners of war. 


I still remember that after Poetsohke's speech, I discussed 
Poetschke's speech with another company commander, I believe 
it was Krenser and that after this conversation with this 
other company commander, I decided to give the same talk 

to my men. 


I did not go to see Peiper, because I assumed that he knew 
about it and because no opposite directives of Peiper 
contradictory to Poetschke's order emisted. Neither did 
I ask Poetachke why he gave the order that no prisoners should 
be taken, nor according to my knowledge, did anybody else ask. 
T made this statement out of my om, éniafluenced by threats 
or premises and in my om handwriting. It consists of two 
pages. 
I am aware of the importance and holiness of the oath. 
(Signed) Christ, Frieérich 
88 Overs turmfushrer 
17 December 1945. 


Witnesses: 


Subscribed and sworn to before me at Schwacbisch Hall, 
Germany this 17th day of December 1945. 


(Signed) WILLIAM R. PERL 


lst Lt. MI. 
Investigator—Examiner." 


(Perl-redirect) 





(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit 16 was 
read to the German defense counsel and to the accused.) 

PROSECUTION: You may cross examine. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: May it please the court, on behalf 
of the American counsel there is no desire to cross question 
the witness. Dr. Leiling does desire to ask a question on behalf 
of the German counsel. 

TR. LEILING:; Yes, 

RB- CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr. Leiling): 
Q You mentioned three statements previously. What is 
the contents of the third statement? 

PROSECUTION: We object; I believe it would be proper 
to cross examine this witness when the third statement is intro- 
duced, 

LAW MEMBER; Dr. Leiling, he is not wanting to inter- 
fere with your examination at the present time. I think for the 
benefit of continuity it would be better to wait ugtil the third 
statement is introduced, 

Dr. LEILING: I only wanted to make sure that the 
third statement will be introduced, 

LAW MEMBER: Will the third statement be introduced? 

PROSECUTION: Yes, sir, it will. 

LAW MEMBER: It will? 

PROSECUTION; Just a minute--if the Court please, our 
records we have here before us only show that the accused made 
two statements and they have both been introduced. If you care 
to, indulge with ups, we can check our office files. But our 


recollection now is that he only gave two statements. 


re 
LAW MEMBER; In that evént, Dr. Leiling, you may 


proceed with your questioning. 


(Perl - Redirect) 





Dr. LEILING: Yes, sir. 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr, Leiling) (Continued): 
Q You have mentioned three statements previously, can 
you tell the court the contents of the third statement? 
4 I do not remember to have mentioned three statements. 

Dr. LEILING: Would you read the record where the 
witness mentioned three statements? 

(Whereupon a discussion was held off the record by 
and between Prosecution, Defense Counsel and the Court in the 
presence of the accused, but out of the hearing of the accused.) 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Wo further cross examination by 
the defense. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the court? 

There appear to be none, The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew. ) 

PROSECUTION: Prosecution calls as ite next witness 

Ernst Schlosszikl, 
ERNST SCHLOSSNIKL, called as a witness by the prosecution, 
was sworn and testified through an interpreter as follows: 
(Whereupon the questions, anewers and other 
proceedings were interpreted to the accused.) 
DIRECT BXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 

PROSECUTION: May it please the court, the next 
phase of the prosecution's case will be handled by Captain 
Shumacker. 

QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: 
Q What is your name? 
A Schlossnikl, Ernst. 
Q What grade or rank did you hold during the Hifel 


offensive in December 1944 and January 1945? 


(Schlossnikl - Direct) 2b6 





8S Sturmmann, Pfo. 


What unit were you in? 


6th Company LSS, Panger Regiment No. 1 LSSAH, 


Was your unit a part of the Waffen SS? 

Yes. 

Ave you now # prisoner of war of the United States? 
Yes. 

Where are you being held in custody? 

In Dachau, 


ereereerer- eo - 


Did you participate in the Bifel Offensive of the 
German Army during December 1944 and January 1945? 

Yes. 

Who was your company commander? 

Lst Lt Junker, 

Do you remember his first name? 

Yes, Benoni. 


Would you know Obersturmfuehrer Junker if you saw 


Yes. 
Would you take a look at the defendants in the box 
to your left and state whether or not he is among those present? 
A Yes. 
What number is he wearing? 
29. 
On whet date did the Eifel Offensive begin? 
On 16 December 1944, 
Q Who were the Platoon Leaders in the 6th Company at 
the time of the Eifel Offensive? 
A The Leader of the lst Platoon was 2nd Lt Steiniger, 
the 2nd Platoon Leader was lst Lt Sieg, the 3rd Platoon Leader 
was Oberscharfuehrer Vien, the Hq Troops Leader was Wrabetz. 


Zo? 


(Schlossnikl ~ Direct) 





Q Were there any other officers in the Company at 
that time other than your company commander and those officers 
that you have just named? 

4 Yes. 

Q Who were they? 

A Obersturmfuehrer, let Lieutenant, Sternebeck, 2nd 
Lieutenant Assmussen, and for a while Obersturmfuehrer, 2nd 
Lieutnant Rand. 

Q Would you know Obersturmfuehrer Sternebeck if you 
saw him again? 

4 Yes. 

Q Will you take a look at the defendants in the box 
to your left and state whether or not Sternebeck is among 
those present? 

a Yes. 

Q What number is he wearing? 

A 62. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER; If the court please, I would 
like for the defendant wearing that number to stand. I don't 
believe he has been identified before. 

PRESIDENT: No. 62 will stand up -- sit down, 

(Whereupon the accused wearing No. 62 did 
as directed.) 
QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: 

Q Where was your company assembled immediately prior 
te the offensive? 

4 In the forest near Blankenheim. 

Q Was a meeting held of the men of your company 
immediately prior to the offensive? 

A Yes. 


g Did anyone speak to the men of the company on that 


2b6 


(Schlossnikl - Direct) 





occasion? 
4 Yes. 
Q Who dia? 
lst Lt Junker, 
Do you remember what he told you? 
I don't remember the exact wording, but I can tell 
you the approximate meaning of this order. 
Q State the substance of this order as well as you 
can remember it. 


a He said, "We have come here in order to throw the 


enemy out of Burope from here. We have enough air support. 


The break-through through the main line of resistance will be 
accomplished by a Volks Grenadier Division. After that troops 
of the Skorczeny Unit will march through the American line 

in American uniforms, We know that we are fighting against an 
enemy who bombs our cities and our wives and our children, and 
we shall annihilate everything which gets in our way be they 
soldiers or civilians. Wo prisoners will be taken." 

Q Do you remember whether or not Oberstummfuehrer 
Sternebeck, the man who you just identified as wearing No. 62, 
was present when this speech, this order was given? 

4 I think so. 

Q But you are not sure about that? 

A I think all officers were present at the time with 
the exception of Untersturmfuehrer Rand. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Your witness. 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt Col DWINELL): 

Q You said that you were a private first class, Exactly 
what were your duties during the time that you were engaged in 
the Eifel Offensive? 

2b3 


(Schlossnikl - Cross) 





As a gunner, as a loading gunner. 


a 
Q You were a member of a tank crew, isn't that so? 
A 


Yes. 

Q You spoke about a meeting in the Blankenheim Forest, 
Was that a Platoon Commanders meeting or a Company Commanders 
meeting? 

a It was a company meeting. 

Q Just who was present at that meeting? Were tank 
commanders present? 

a Yes. 

Q As a matter of fact it was called a tank commanders' 
meeting, isn't that so? 

a Tes. 

Q Did you as a gunner attend tank commanders’ meetings? 

A Yes. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No further cross examination on 
the part of the defense. Will the witness be recalled? 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER; I think not, but I have another 
question I would like to ask on re-direct examination, 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: 

Were you a tank commander? 

No. 

Did you personally attend this meeting? 

Well, I was present at the meeting where the whole 
company was present, 

g Was the speech that you have just given the court 
given to tank commanders alone or to all the men in the 
company? 

a That was said to the whole company. 


CAPTAIN SHUMACKER; That is all, 


(Schlossmikl - Redirect) 270 





DEFENSE COUNSEL: No further cross examination. 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the court? 
There appear to be none, The witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and with- 
drew from the court room.) 
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: We call the witness Budik, 
JOHANN BUDIK,called as a witness by the prosecution, was 


sworn and testified through an interpreter as follows: 


(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceed- 


ings were interpreted to the accused.) 
DIRECT  BXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: 
Q What is your name? 
A  Budik, Johann. 
Q What grade or rank did you hold in the Eifel Offen- 
sive in December 1944 and in January 1945? 
A SS Sturmmann, Pfc. 
What unit were you in? 
Panzer Regiment No. 1 LSSAH, 6th Company. 
Did you participate in the Hifel Offensive of the 
German Army in December 1944 and in January 1945? 
Yes. 
Was your unit a part of the Waffen SS? 
Yes. 
Are you now a prisoner of war of the United States? 
Yes. 
Where are you being held in custody? 
In Dachau. 
What was your particular assignment in the 6th Company 
during the Eifel Offensive? 


A Gunner, 


(Budik - Direct) 





Q 
Offensive? 


a 


a 
4 
Q 
a8 
Q 
4 
Q 
a 


Q 


What type of vehicle did you ride in? 

621. 

What type of vehicle was 621? 

Tank Mark IV, 

Were all tanks in the 6th Company Mark IV Tanke? 


- 


Tes. 


Who was your company commander during the Eifel 


SS lst Lieutenant Junker. 

What platoon were you in? 

2nd Platoon. 

Who was the Platoon Leader of the 2nd Platoon? 
lst Lt Sieg. 

Who was the Platoon Leader of the lst Platoon? 
2nd Lt Steiniger. 

Who was the Platoon Leader of the 3rd Platoon? 
Tech Sergeant Vien. 


Were there any officers in the 6th Company other 


than the company commander and the Platoon Leaders whom you 


have just named? 


A 


Q 
A 
Q 


Yes, 
Who were they? 
2nd Lt Assmussen and let Lt Sternebeck. 


Would you recognize your former Company Commander 


Junker if you saw him again? 


A 
Q 


Yes, 


Will you take a look at the defendants in the box 


to your left and state whether or not you see Junker among 


those present? 


a 
Q 


Yes, 


What number is he wearing? 


2l2 


(Budik - Direct) 





28. 

Will you look again and check the number? 

29. 

Will you take a look at the defendants in the box 
to your left and state whether or not Sternebeck, whom you 
mentioned previously, 1s among those present? 

Tes, 


What number is he wearing? You can get up, if 


62. 
On what date did the Eifel Offensive begin? 
On the morning of the 16th December, 


Q Where was your company assembled immediately prior 
to the offensive? 


A In the forest near Blankenhein, 
Q While the company was assembled there was there any 
meeting of the company held? 
Yes. 
Did anybody address the men of the company? 
Yes, 
Who did? 
I can't say for sure, either Sieg or Junker. 
Were there any of the other officers whom you have 
mentioned present when this speech was made? 
A Yes, 
Q Was Sternebeck present? 
A Yes. 
Q Will you tell the court the substance of what was 
said in that speech? 
LY COL DWINELL: I object to that question on the 
ground that the witness has not identified anyone yet who ad- 


dressed the company at the meeting. 


(Budik = Direct) 213 


> 





CAPTAIN SHUMACKER; If the court please, it is true 
that the witness has said he is unable to swear who made this 
speech. There is proof, however, in the record that Junker 
received his orders from the accused Peiper, so this is certain- 
ly evidence against the accused Peiper. The witness has testi- 
fied that Sternebdeck, an officer in the company, was present, 

It 1s certainly evidence therefore against the accused Sternebeck. 
Furthermore the evidence shows that Sieg was a Platoon Leader 
under Junker, Junker we contend would be responsible for such 

@ speech made by his Platoon Leaders. 

LT COL DWINELL: We object to any further summation 
of the evidence in this case. We are interested exactly in 
what this witness knows. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. Proceed 
with the questioning, 

QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER; (Continued): 

Q Now will you state the substance of this speech? 

A Yes. "We will be supported by a Volks Grenadier 
Division and the Air Corps. This will be our battle of decision; 
it will decide whether we shell win the war or not. Prisoners 
will not be taken." 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Your witness. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Mr. Strong): 

Q You state that Lt Junker addressed the whole company; 
is this correct? 

a Yes, 

Q Isn't it a fact that he merely held a meeting of 
the Platoon Leaders and Tank Commanders and no enlisted men 
were present? 


A There were some who weren't present, 
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Q But you say you were Present at that meeting of 
Tank Commanders and Platoon Leaders? 
4 Yes. 
MR, STRONG: Wo further questions, 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Dr, Leiling on the part of 
German counsel would like further to interrogate the witness. 
CROSS EXAMINATION (Cont'a) 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr, Leiling): 
Q Did you consider this sentence, "No prisoners will 
be taken," as an order applying to you? 
a No. 
Q Why not? 
4 Because that wasn't to be considered an order, 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: 
Q What was it to be considered as? 


A That was to say that the Infantry following us was 


to take the prisoners and not we. 


Q Is that what Junker or Sieg said? 

A I don't know that. 

Q Now, Budik, who was Present at this meeting that 
you have described? 

A Captain Shumacker, 

Q I mean at this meeting wheres the speech was made, 

A I don't quite understand, 

Q You have described a speech that you said was made 
by either Junker or Sieg? 

A Yes. 

3 I want to know whether just the Tank Commanders were 
present or whether all the men in the 6th Company were present, 


A Not all of them, some of them were absent. 
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Q@ Was it a meeting held only for the Tank Commanders? 
A No, 


Q Was it held for all the men in the company who were 


available and not busy on other duties? 
A Yes. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: That is all, 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Wo further cross examination on 
behalf of the defense. 

PRESIDENT; Any questions by the court? There appear 
to be none. The witness is excused, 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and with- 


drew from the court room.) 
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CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution calls the witness 

Grabowy. Prosecution does not contemplate recalling this witness. 

THEO GRABOWY, called as a witness for the Prosecution, 
being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as 
follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and proceedings were 
interpreted to the accused. ) 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: 

Q What is your name? 


A Grabowy, Theo. 


Q What was your class or rank during the Eifel Of- 


fensive in December '44 and January '457 
SS Rottenfuehrer, Corporal. 
What unit were you in? 
Sixth Company Panzer Regiment Number 1, LSSAH. 
Was your unit a part of the Waffen SS? 
Yes. 
Are you now a prisoner of war of the United states? 
Yes. 
Where are you being held prisoner? 
At Dachau. 
Did you participate in the Rifel Offensive of the 
Army in December '44 and January '45? 
Yes. 
What was your particular assignment? 
Gunner. 
What type of vehicle did you ride in? 
In the squad vehicle, a "4" tank, 


Do you mean a Mark IV tank? 
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SR=25=5/20-2 Yes. 
Q Where was your company assembled immediately before 
the offensive began? 
A In a forest near Blankenheim. 
Qn what date did the offensive begin? 
In the night of the 16th going to the 17th. 


First Lieutenant Junker. 


If you saw Junker again, would you recognize him? 


Q 
4 
Q Who was your company commander at that time? 
A 
Q 
A 


Yes. 
Q You take a look at the defendants in the box to your 
left and state whether or not he is among those present. 
A Yes, he is there, 
Q What number is he wearing? 
A 290 
Q Was a meeting of your company held at any time shortly 
before the offensive began? 
A Yes. 
Q Did anyone address the men of the company on that oc- 
casion? ’ 
A Yes. 
Q Who did? 
First Lieutenant Junker. 


Is that the man you have just identified as wearing 


Yes. 


Can you repeat word for word what he said on that oc- 


casion? 
A Not word for word, but approximately. 


Q Give the substance of Junker's speech on that occasion. 
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#25-SR-5/20=3 DEFENSE COUNSEL: May it please the Court, could we 


get the witness to speak a little louder so that the Defense 
Counsel can hear him? 

PRESIDENT: Will you instruct the witness to speak 
louder, please? 

(Whereupon the witness was instructed to speak louder.) 

THE WITNESS: "We are now confronted with an action 
during which we will drive the enemy across the ocean. We have 
enough air support and a Volksgrenadier Division will attack ahead 

of us. We will now get revenge on the enemy who bombed our 
cities and killed our wives and children. Anything that happens 
to get in front of our sight will be shot dom. No prisoners 
will be taken in this action." 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Your witness. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense does not desire to cross 
examine the witness. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? There appear 
to be none. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from the 
courtroom. ) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: We call the witness Dethlefs. 
We do contemplate recalling the next witness. 

KURT DETHLEFS, called as a witness for the Prosecution, 
being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as 
follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and proceedings were 
interpreted to the accused.) 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: 
Q What is your name? 
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#25-SR=5/20—4, A Kurt Dethlefs. 


Q What was your grade or rank during the Eifel Offensive 
in December '4j, and January 1457 
A Schuetse, Private. 
What unit were you in? 
Panzer Regiment Number 1, LSSAH, Sixth Company. 
Did you participate in the Eifel Offensive in Decenber 
January '45? 
Yes. 
Are you now a prisoner of war of the United states? 
Yes, I am a prisoner of war. 
Where are you being held in custody? 
In Dachau. 
Q Who was your company commander at the time of the Eifel 
Offensive? 
A First Lieutenant Junker. 
Q On what date did the offensive begin? 
The offensive started on the 16th. 
The 16th of what? 
16th of December. 
19442 
1944. 
Where was your company assembled immediately prior 
to the offensive? 
A In the forest near Blankenheim, 
Q Can you recall who the platoon leaders of the Sixth 
Company were at the time of the Eifel offensive? 
A Yes. 
Q Who were they? 


First Lieutenant Steiniger, First Lieutenant Sieg, 
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and Tech Sergeant Wien. 
Q Were there any officers in the company other than 
Junker and the three officers you have just named? 
A Yes. 
Who were they? 


First Lieutenant sternebeck and Second Lieutenant 


Would you know Obersturmfuehrer Junker, your former 
company commander, if you saw him again? 
A I would recognize him. 
Q Will you take a look at the defendants in the box at 
your left and state whether or not Junker is among those present? 
A Yes. 
Q Well, look over there and see if he is there. 

Yes, he is there, 

What number is he wearing? 

29. 

PRESIDENT: Will the interpreter instruct the witness 
to speak louder so that the people in the dock can understand and 
hear? 

(Whereupon the witness was instructed to speak louder.) 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

PRESIDENT: Louder. 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

PRESIDENT: That is better. 

QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER (Contd. ): 
Q Would you know Sternebeck if you saw him again? 


Yes. 


A 
Q Will you take a look at the defendants in the box 


on your left and state whether or not he is among those present? 
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A Yes. 
Q What number is he wearing? 
A ‘I can't recognize the number == 62, 

Q While your company was in the Blankenheim Woods, was 
there any meeting of the company held? 

A Yes. 

Q Keep your voice up loud, Dethlefs. On what date and 
what hour was this meting held? 

A In the afternoon of the 15th, -- I can't give you the 
exact tim of day. 

Q Will you describe the scene as well as you can -- who 
was there, how the men were assembled, and so forth? 

A Yes, but I cannot give you the exact words that were 
spoken. I can only give you the approximate order that was given 
as the paren was assembled. 

Q Were the men of the company lined up in formation or 
how were they standing or sitting when the speech was given? 

We were in formation. 
Who spoke to you? 


First Lieutenant Junker spoke to us. 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


Is that the man you have just identified as wearing 
number 29? 

A I don't understand the question. 

Q Was the man named Junker, who addressed that meeting, 
the same individual you have just identified in the box as wearing 
number 29? 

A Yes. 

Q Was Sternebeck, the man you have just identified in 
the box as wearing number 62, present at that mecting? 


A As far as I can remember, he was present. 
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Q Will you state as well as you can remember, what 
Obersturmfuehrer Junker told you on that occasion? 
A That action was imminent, that we would attack in 


the early hours of the next morning, that we had some new air 


support and before we would approach the main line of resist- 


ance, it would be broken by a Volksgrenadier Division. Then we 
would follow through and no prisoners vould be taken — no at- 
tention would be paid to that and we were to think of our home 
and of our families and children. 

Q Was the platoon leader Obersturmfuehrer Sieg present 
at this meeting? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you recall whether or not any songs, Christmas 
songs and SS songs were sung at this meeting? 

A At first, prisoner songs were sung and then we sang 
some general army songs. 

Q Do you remember who it was that led you in the singing? 

A Yes, First Lieutenant Sieg conducted the singing. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Your witness. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: On behalf of the Americen counsel 
there are no questions, but Dr. Leer would like to ask a 
question on behalf of the German counsel. 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DR. LEER: 

Q There is one point which needs to ve settled that I 
would therefore like to ask the witness what he means by saying 
that no further prisoners would be taken -—- no further prisoners. 
Is that) supposed to mean that the combat troops were not doing 
any business with prisoners? 


A We were too weak for that, and the infantry following 
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us was to collect the prisoners. 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: 

Q How do you know that was the arrangement, Dethlefs? 

A Because we were very weak and we had lost a lot of 
men all during the war and the action was to proceed rapidly. 

Q Did you see any Volksgrenadier troops at any time 
during the offensive? 

No, I didn't see any Volksgrenadier troops. 


How far did you get in the advance? 


A 
Q 
A Until La Gleize, where we were surrounded. 
Q 


Did you see any troops at all, -- any German troops 
at all other than the Combat Group Peiper? 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: May it please the Court, I think 
they are going a little far beyond the original testimony given 
by the witness. This is rebuttal as to the original testimony. 
We have had that innumerable times before on direct examination. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the Court please, we submit 
this is proper redirect examination. It is in line with a new fact 
that has been brought out on cross examination. We believe it is 
proper. 

PRESIDENT: Objection overruled, 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Speak a little louder, please. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Will you read the last question, 
Miss Reporter? 

(Whereupon the last question was repeated by the Reporter 
as requested. ) 


THE WITNESS: Yes, there were some parachutists with 


PRESIDENT: Will you have the witness speak louder 
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please? 

(Whereupon the witness was instructed to speak louder.) 

THE WITNESS: Yes, there were parachutists with us too, 
QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER (Continued); 

Q Do you know whether or not those parachutists started 
out in the offensive with the Combat Group Peiper? 

A As far as I remember, they did start out with us. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: What was the witness! answer? 

(Whereupon the last answer was repeated by the reporter.) 
QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER (Continued): 

Q Did you ever see any troops, which to your knowledge 
were following behind the Combat Group Peiper? 

A No, I didn't see any because I was driving way up at 
the point and couldntt look back because I was driving a tank. 

Q Dethlefs, did Junker say anything in his speech as to 
who would handle prisoners of war? 

A No, he didn't say anything. 

Q Do we understand your statement on cross examination 
that the prisoners were to be handled by troops following behind 
to be a conclusion of yours or what Junker told you? 

A That is a conclusion of my own. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: If the Court please, we submit 
that a conclusion of the witness as to what was to happen is not 
proper evidence and that that answer to the question on cross 
examination should be stricken from the record. 

LT COL. DWINELL: Conclusive evidence has been per- 
mitted in this case on direct examination. 

LAW MEMBER: That is not the basis of the objection 
or the overruling. The motion will be overruled and the Court 


yill take notice of whether or not it is a conclusion. The 


(I efs-| 
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objection is overruled, 


CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Wo further questions on redirect, 


DEFENSE COUNSEL: May it please the Court, Dr. Leer 
would like to ask one further question. 
RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DR. LEER: 
Q Was this conclusion that the infantry was to take 
prisoners of war generally accepted among the troops? 
A As far as I can remember, that was the general 
opinion. 
DR. LEER: No further questions. 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: 
Q Dethlefs, to whom did you talk to find out what the 
general opinion was? 
A We talked about it in the company. 
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: No further questions. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Wo further questions. 
PRESIDENT; Are there any questions by the Court? 
There appear to be none, The witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew from the 
courtroom, ) 


CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution calle Lieutenant 


PRESIDENT; Could we take a break here before we 
take the next witness? Court is recessed until 1030 hours. 
(Whereupon the Court recessed at 1000 hours until 1030 


hours.) 


Dethlefs-Recroes 





Dachau, Germany 
Su fls SR 
$26 20 May 1916. 
808.3. (Whereupon the Court met, pursuant to recess at 1030 hours.) 
MORNING SESSION 
PRESIDENT: Take seats, the Court will come to order. 
PROSECUTION: May it please the Court, let the record show 
. that all the members of the Court, Prosecution, and all membersof 
the Defense with the exception of Dr Rau, and Dr Pfister who are 
absent on business of the Defense, and all the Defendants and the 
Reporter are present. 

PROSECUTION: )Captain SHUMACKER( The Prosecution calls 
as its next witness Lt. Perl. 

LT.WILIIAM R PERL, a witness for the Prosecution was recalled, 
reminded that he was still under oath,and testified through an inter- 
preter as follows: 

RE DIRECT EXAMINATION: 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:(Captain SHUMACKER) : 

Q Are you the same 1st It. William R Perl who has previously 
testified in this case 7? 

A Yes 

Q During the course of the investigations and interrogations 
at IP #2, in Schwabisch Hall, Germany, did you have occasion to interr- 
ogate Benoni Junker ? 


Yes 


A 
Q Can you identify Benoni Junker 7? 
A 


Yes 

Q Will you take a look at the Defendants in the box on your 
left and state whether he is among those present ? 

A He is. 

Q What number is he wearing ? 

A Noe29. 

Q In the course of the interrogations did Junker make any 
statement to you ? 
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& statement 


Yes 

In what form was this statement made ? 

Firstly oral and then a written statement. 

PROSECUTION: (Captain Shumacker) I now hand the reporter 


and request that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-17 


for identification. 


DEFENSE: No objection, 


(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution's Exhibit 


P-17 for identification by the reporter), 


Q 


I now hand you herewith the statement that has been 


marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-17 for identification and ask you if 


you know whose handwriting it is and who signed that statement ? 


A 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


by the word 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
statement ? 
A 


Q 


Yes I can. 

Whose statement is it ? 

Benoni Junker 

Were you present when it was signed ? 

Yes 

Was the statement sworn to ? 

Yes 

Who administered the oath ? 

You did. 

Was this statement made voluntarily ? 

Yese 

For the purpose of the record will you state who you mean 
"You" as to who administered the oath to that statement ? 
Yes - Captain Raphael Shumacker. 

Was any duress used in obtaining this statement ? 

No. 


Were any threats or promises made to Junker to obtain this 


No. 


Was any force or harsh treatment employed to obtain this 
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statement ? 
A No. 
PROSECUTION’ (Captain SHUMACKER) - The prosecution offers 
in evidence this statement signed by Benoni Junker dated 1 March 196 
as Prosecution's Exhibit P-17 and request that it be so marked and 


attached to the record. 


DEFENSE: (Col DWINELL). Objection on the grounds prev- 


iously stated. 

DEFENSE: No further objection on the part of the Defense: 

PRESIDENT: Objection over-ruled. The Exhibit offered by 
the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit P-17. 

PROSECUTION: (Captain SHUMACKER) - The prosecution offers 
in evidence a true and correct English t ranslation of the statement 
just received in evidence and requests that it be marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit 17-A and attached to the record. 

DEFENSE: No objection on the part of the Defense. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the Exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked 


Prosecution's Exhibit P=17-A. 
PROSECUTION: (Captain SHUMACKER)- The Prosecution requests 
permission to read the Exhibit just offered and received in evidence. 
PRESIDENT: Granted. 
(Whereupon the document referred to was read to the Court in the English 
language, as follows): 

" During the sandtable exercises in HOF BUSCHFELD, Ober- 
sturmbannfuehrer Peiper explained that during the coming 
offensive we would have to go ahead recklessly. I remember that 
during the sandtable exercises, no special order was issued to 
use terror methods or to shoot prisoners of war. Nevertheless, 
even then it was clear to me that on the basis of remarks of 
important officers (I cannot say for sure who made these remarks 


and how these remarks were worded) the following policy should 
be adhered tos 


"If necessary, the resistance of the enemy, will be 
broken with bruta. after the principle- the 
end justifies th 
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# 26 On the 15th of December 19), I had been ordered to a 
20.S4 Company Commander's meeting in a forester's house in the 


Blankenheimer woods. This hmnting lodge was both battalion 
and regimental CP. 


I do not recall any more the hour of day I arrived in 
this hunting lodge, I only know that it was at daylight. 
In this forester's house a meeting of all Company Command- 
ers of the Panzer Regiment took place. But I do remember 
that it was a meeting of all Company Commanders of the 
regiment and that among others, the following officers 
were presents Sturmbannfuehrer Poetschke, Hauptsturmfuehrer 
Gruehle, Hauptsturmfuehrer Klingelhoefer, Obersturmfuehrer 
Christ, Obersturmfuehrer Kremser, Untersturmfuehrer Fischer, 
I am certain about the presence of these officers at this 
meeting. Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper was only temporarily 
present during the meeting. To better understand my statement 
I have made a sketch, Marked Noel. which is attached hereto. 


I entered the room which I have maried Noel. on the sketch, 
through the entrance marked No.3. I waited for about 20 minutes 
in room Noel. sitting on a chair standing close to the fire- 
place. During this time, Sturmbannfuehrer Poetschke was with 
Obersturmbannfuehrer Peiper in the room marked Noe2. While I 
was waiting in room Noel. the Company Commanders gathered in 
this room -- some of them were already there when I arrived. 
Besides the officers who later participated in the meeting 
in room Noe2. some others were also present in room Noel. 
Among those were Untersturmfuehrer Kram, Obersturmfuehrer 
Rumpf, Obersturmfuehrer Sievers, and I believe also Unter- 
sturmfuehrer Rehagel and some others. Therewere quite a 
number of Ordnance officers and Peiper's Liaison Officers 
of the units under him. During my stay in room Noel.Ober— 
sturmbannfuehrer Peiper also came into this waiting room « 

He stayed only a few seconds and then returned to his room 
(Room Noe2.) 


I know the regimental order read to us approved of the 
use of terror methods. I know furthermore that when I left 
the regimental CP I was under orders that, where the military 
situation should require it, not to take prisoners. I no 
longer know whether this awareness originated from the 
regimental order or from Poetschke' oral orders. 


From the forester's house I went to my company and about 
three-quarters of an hour later Icailed my tank commanders 
together. It is possible that on this occasion I talked 
to the entire company, but I believe that only the 15 tank 
commanders, the lst Sgte the lst Clerk, the Maintenance 
Section leader and Transportation Sergeant were presente 


My men were sitting in a semi-circle around me and a 
small camp firewas burning between them and me. It was not 
yet dark, but there was already twilight. In the course of 
issuing the orders during the lecture I called to attent- 
ion that this battle will mean do or die, furthermore, in 
accordance with my own instructions that to break the enemy's 
resistance, terror methods could also be usede I also applied 
the use of terror methods in accordance with my instructions 
for the treatment of prisoners of war, but I do not recall 
the wording. any more. I believe, in this regard, J also 
brought.out that we should go and fight so as to drive the 
enemy inte fear and fright. 
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My address lasted about 15-20 minutes and as faras I 
can remember, no questions were asked. 


I add that before I left the regimental CP in the 
Blankenheimer Woods, I signed there that I had knowledge 
of the orders read to me. 


To better understand my statement about the instructions 
I received for the company, I have made up a sketch. I have 


aeerxed this sketch with IT and attached it to my state- 
ment. 


Qn this sketch, (1) means hunting lodge, 2) distance 
hunting lodge-company, about 300-00 M, 3) dirt road 

through Blankenheimer woods » 4) Company assembly area, 
5) distance street to place of issuance of orders, about 


15-20 M,6) place of issuance of orders, 7) approximate 
direction of north. 


I have made these statements voluntarily, uninfluenced 
by coercion, threats or Promises, 


I believe in God and I am aware of the meaning and 
sanctity of an oath. I swear to God that these statements 
contain the whole and Pure truth, and nothing but the 


truth and I am prepared to repeat these statements before 
any court of justice at any time. ba 


(signed) Benoni Junker, 
1 March 1916, 
Sworn to and subscri bed before 
me thid Ist day of March 19)6, at 
Schwaebisch Hall,Ger. 
(signed) Raphael Shumacker 
Capt «CMP 
Witnessed: 
(signed) WILLIAM R PERL. 
ist Lt.M.I. 


(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit P-17-A was then read to the 
Court in the German language by the interpreter). 

PROSECUTION: (Captain SHUMACKER). The Prosecution now 
offers in evidence 6 picture affidavits which mention the names 
Peiper, Gruhle, Christ, Rumpf, Klingelhoefer and Sievers, md 
request that they be received into evid nee, attached to the record 
and marked Prosecution's Exhibits P-17=B, C, D, E, F, G, respective~ 
ly. DEFENSE: No objection. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the Exhibits offered 
by the Prosecution are admitted into evidence and will be marked 
Prosecution's Exhibits P-17- B, C, D, E, F,. G, respectively. 

PROSECUTION: (Captain SHUMACKER) The Prosecution now 
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requests permission to read these exhibits to the court. 
DEFENSE:(Dr LEILING). I object there is no need to read. 
PROSECUTION: (Captain SHUMACKER): Well if the Defense 


stipulates that this is an affidavit by Junker identifying the man 


Peiper and others, then we do not insist upon reading that to the 


court. 
, DEFENSE: The Defense does not deny that is Peiper's 
picture or others representing these other 5 Exhibits. 

PROSECUTION: (Captain SHUMACKER)e Does that just apply 
to that particular one or does it apply to those heretofore intro- 
duced ? 

DEFENSE: At this time those 6. We are just trying tos ave 
the Court's time. 

PROSECUTION:(Captain SHUMACKER): Wer are just as anxious 
to save the court's time but we want to be fully sure what the 
understanding ise Is it stipulated that these Exhibits P-17-B,C,D, 
E,F,G, inclusive, carry the photographs of Peiper, Gruhle, Christ, 
Rumpg, Klingelhoefer, and Sievers respectively, the accused in this 
case ? 

DEFENSE: That is correct. 


PRESIDENT: The reading will be dispensed withe 


RE-CROSS EXAMINATION: 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE:(Col DWINELL) 
Q Lt.Perl, prior to the signing of the accused's statement, 
Prosecution's Exhibit P=17, did you at any time tell the a 
Jenoni Junker, that he might as well sign his statem 
the Company Commanders had signed statements incriminatir 
A I told him that he should confess because most of the 


Company Commanders had already confessed. 
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27,5/20,1sp Q Who were the company commanders to which 


made reference? 
A I am certain that I referred to Christ. 
others I do not remember. 
Q Had the accused Klingelhoefer made a 
statement prior to that made by Junker? 
A I do not know any more, 
LT. COL. DWINELL: No further questions. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: May it please the Court, 
no further cross examination is desired at this 
time, 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: No redirect. 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 
There appear to be none. The witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew. ) 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Prosecution at this time 
desires to call Harry W. Thon. 
HARRY W. THON, called as a witness for the 
prosecution being first duly sworn testified through 


an interpreter as follows: 


DIRECT EXAN 


S BY PROSECUTION ( 


station? 


A I am an interrogetor for War Crimes sranch, 





Q Are you now on temporary duty with the 
Third United States Army? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q When did you first go to work for the War 
Crimes Branch? 

A On the 27th of November 1945, 

Q Prior to that time had you been in the 
military service of the United States? 

A Yes, I was, 

Q What was your grade or rank and what kind 
of work did you do when you were in the military 
service? 

A I was a master sergeant and I was an 
interrogator for MII 427G and later on for Berlin 
district interrogation center, 

Q How long were you in the military service? 

A From Ausust 14, 1942 until the 27th of 
November 1945, 

Where were you born? 


I was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 


Did you thereafter Spend some years living 


in Germany? 
lived in Germany from 1914 
until 1929, 


speak and understand 


When were you first assizned to work on 
what is commonly known as the Malmedy case? 


ve the exact date is ecember 31, 





Q When you first started working on the case, 
what type of work did you do? 


A I assisted in screening suspects of war 


Where was this? 
That was at IP no. 78 or IP 79. I am not 
smre about those first two letters in Kornwestheim. 

Q To refresh your recollection, didn't you 
live in Kornwestheim and wasn't the enclosure itself 
ina little town called Zuffenhausen? 

A That is carect. I lived in Kornwestheim 
and we went to work in Zuffenhausen where the German 
enclosure was. 

Q After this screening was completed that 
you have referred to, did the detachment working 
on the case move to Schwaebisch Hall? 

A That 1s correct. 

Q Were the suspects that were at 78 moved 
to IP No. 2 Schwaebisch Hall about the same time? 
A About the same time. That is correct. 

Q In what capacity did you work at IP No. 2 


in Schaebisch Hall? 


A I first worked there as an interpreter and 


then I was made an interrogator and worked by myself. 
Nhen did you go to Schaebisch Hall? 
A I believe it was the 9th or 10th of 
December. I remember it was a Sunday. 
Q 1945? 
That is right. 


Q And how long did you work as an.interpreter 


(Thon - Direct) 





before you were made an interrogator? 

A I believe it was two to three weeks. 

Q During your interrogations at IP No. 2 
in Schwaebisch Hall, did you have occasion to 
interrogate one Oskar Klingelhoefer? 

A Yes. . 

Q Would you recognize Oskar Klingelhoefer 
1f you saw him again? 

A Yes. 

Q Have you seen him in the courtroom? 


A Yes. 


Q Is he among the accused present? 
A 


Yes. 
Will you point him out and tell the Court 
what number he is wearing. 
A He is wearing the number 35 and sitting on 
the third row last man with the black coat on. 
Q During the course of your interrogation of 
Oskar Klingelhoefer, did he make a statement? 
A Yes, he did. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: I hand the reporter 
this document and request that it be marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit No. 18 for Identification. 
(Whereupon the document referred to was marked 
Prosecution Exhibit No. 18 for Identification by 
the reporter. ) 
Q I hand you Prosecution Exhibit No. 18 
for Identification and ask you whether you know 
whose handwriting 1t 1s and who signed that 
statement. 


(Thon - Direct) 





A This is the statement of Oskar Klingel- 


hoefer and it is signed by him. 

Q Was that statement signed in your 
presence? 

A I believe it was. 

Is the statement sworn to? 

Yes, it is. 

Who administered the oath? 

You, Captain Shumacker,. 

Q Was this statement that you have just 
identified made w luntarily? 

A Yes. 

Q Was any force or threat used to obtain 
this statement? 

A No. 

Q Did you make any promises to Klingelhoefer? 

No. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in 
evidence Prosecution Exhibit No. 18 for identifica- 
tion and requests that it be attached to the 
record and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. 18. 

LT. COL. DWINELL: Defense objects to 
evidence on the grounds previously stated. 

Objection overruled. The 
the prosecution 4s admitted into 
1 Prosecution xhibit No 18, 
(Whereupon the document referred to, havine been 
previously marked and identified was received in 
evidence as Prosecution Ixhibit No. 18 and is 
attached hereto and made a part of the record, 
CAPT. SHUMACKER;: Will you mark this please 


(Thon - Direct) 
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Prosecution Exhibit No. 18-A? 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked 
Prosecution Exhibit No. 18-A for identification by 
the reporter.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in 
evidence a true and correct English translation of 
Prosecution Exhibit No. 18 and requests that it 
be attached to the record and marked Prosecution 
Exhibit No. 18-A, 

DEFENSE © UNSEL: No objection on the 
part of the defense. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection the 
exhibit will be admitted into evidence and marked 
Prosecution Exhibit No. P-18-A. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Prosecution requests 
permission of the Court to read Prosecution Exhibit 
No. 18-A. 

PRESIDENT: Granted. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER; (Reading) 

ARE LS DAV 2D 
of 
OSKAR KLINGELHOMFER 


"I Oskar KLINGELHOEFER, being first duly 
sworn, make the following statement under oath: 
’ 


"Durin h XIFEL offensive in December 1944, 
I was Cor ander of the 7th Panzer 
Company, 3S Panzer Regiment, LAH. My rank 
was Hauptsturmfuchrer. 


"On the afternoon of 15 December 1944, I 
was ordered to a meeting of Company Commanders 
in a blockhouse next to a forester's house near 
BLANKENHEIM. I am positive that the following 
officers were present in the room in this block- 
house where we received orders pertaining’ to 
the caning offensive: 


(Thon - Direct) 





"SS Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPER, Joachim - 
Commanding Officer, lst SS Panzer 
Regiment, LAH 


Hauptsturmfuehrer GRUHLE - Regimental Adjutant, 
1st SS Panzer Regiment, LAH. 


Sturmbannfuehrer PORTSCHKE, Paul (I am not 
positive about this first name) - Battalion 
Commander, 1st SS Panzer Battalion, lst 
SS Panzer Regiment, LAH. 


Obersturmfuehrer KREMSER - Company Commander, 
lst SS Panzer Company, lst SS Panzer 
Battalion, lst 8S Panzer Regiment, LAH. 


Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST - Company Commander, 
2nd SS Panzer Company, lst SS Panzer 
Battalion, lst SS Panzer Regiment, LAH. 


Obersturmfuehrer JUNKER, Benino - Company 
Commander, 6th Panzer Company, lst SS 


Panzer Battalion, 1st SS Panzer Regiment 
LAH. 


Hauptsturmfuehrer KLINGELHOEFER, Oskar - 
Compeny Commander, 7th Panzer Company, 
lst SS Panzer Battalim, lst SS Panzer 
Regiment, LAH. 


Hauptsturmfuehrer OTTO - Company Commander, 


Service Company. Lst SS Panzer Battalion. 
lst SS Panzer Regiment, LAH. 


"I also remember seeing SS Untersturmfuehrer 
FISCHER, the Adjutant of the lst SS Panzer 
Battalion, but I cannot swear that he was in the 
room at the time the order was given. It is my 
recollection that other officers were present 
in the blockhouse and might have been either ‘n 
the room where we received the orders or in the 
adjoining room. 


"When tt mber distinctly 
that Obersturmbanr } 5 = POP TSCHYE 
to start and n 


Thereupon, 


Situation of the enemy. 

Our own situation. 

Our intentions. 

Order for the armored group of 
the lst SS Panzer Division, LAH. 
Support Artillery, atr force, 
V-1. and V-2. 
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Order of March - check points of 
advance. 

Aid station. 

Communications and pyrotechnics. 
Location of the leader of the 
battalion and the armored group. 


"In addition to the above, the following order 
was given by PORTSCHKE in PEIPER's presence: 


"'In front of the combat unit itself the unit 
"Grif" of Obersturmbannfuehrer SKORZENY 
in American uniforms and vehicles will 
march in order to destroy all communica- 
tions and to spread panic and terror and 
to eliminate command posts. Prisoners are 
not to be taken by this unit.!" 


"I cannot say with certainty that the above word s 
were used but the above 1s the substance of the 
order. 


"We also received this further order in 
substantially the following words: 


"tahead of us there shall be terror and 
horror. We should remember in this fight 
especially the cities which have suffered 
tremendously during the bombing attacks 
and have suffered great misery. Therefore, 
all scruples and humane feelings shall be 
thrown overboard. Wo prisoners of war 
will be taken.'" 


"With reference to prisoners of war, I 
remember distinctly that PEIPER himself made 
this comment: "Situations can arise in which no 
prisoners of war can be made." 


"It is my recollection that Hauptsturm- 
fuehrer GRUHLE again read the order to us in its 
entirdty. We were cautioned about the secrecy 
of this order 
piece of paper 
received the 


It 1s my recollection 
on the orders had received to my 
leaders in my company orderly room vehicle, and - 
I also reminded them that the orders were secret 
(The order to the platoon leaders might have been 
ter's house.). 
company 


"IT have prepared a sket 


the scene of the meeting in 
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have described in this statement. This sketch 
is marked Exhibit "1", 1s attached hereto and 
made a part of this statement. 


"This statement 1s given by me voluntarily 
and of my own free will. I have written it in 
my own handwriting. I have not been subjected 
to force, duress or threats of punishment. No 
promises of reward or immunity from prosecution 
have been made to me. 


"I swear that the facts stated in this 
affidavit are true and I am prepared to repeat 
them under oath in any court of justice. ’ 


(signed) OSKAR KLINGELHOEFER 
18 March 1946, 


Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this 18th day of March 1946 at 
SCHABISCH HALL. Ger. 


RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt. CMP." 


(Whereupon the statement was read in German by 


the interpreter.) 

Q What number did you say Oskar Klingel- 
hoefer was wearing? 

A 35. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER; Will the man wearing 

number 35 please hold up his hand? 

(Whereupon the accused Klingelhoefer held up 
his hand.) 


KER: All right. 





CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution now offers in evidence fou 
picture affidavits bearing photographs of the accused Peiper, Gruble, 
Christ and Junker, and requests that they be attached to the record 
and marked Prosecution Exhibits P-18-B, P-18-C, P-16-D end P-18-5, 
respectively. 

DEFENSE: There is no objection, may it please the Court. 

PRESIDENT: ‘hore being mo objection, the exhibits offered by the 
Prosecution will be admitted into evidence and marked Prosecution 


Bxhibite P-18-B, P-18-C, P-18-D and P-18-z. 


(Whereupon the documents referred to were received in evidence as 
Prosecution Bzhibits P-16-B, P-l8-C, P-18-D and P-16-% and ere attached 
hereto and made a part of the record.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: This witmess will be recalled. Your witness. 

DEFENSE: May it please the Court, at this time the Defense does 
not desire to interrogate the witness. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 

There eppeer to be none. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: We call the witness Reicke. 

We do contemplate recalling the next witness who 
is going to take the stand. 

WERNER REICKE, called as a witness for the Prosecution, was sworn 
and testified through an interpreter as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker): 

Q What is your name? 

A Werner Reicke. 

Q What grade or rank did you hold during the Eifel offensive in 
December, 19l,, and January, 1915? 

A 8S Sturmann. 


Q What company were you in? 


(Werner Reicke - Direct) 





The 7th 88 Penser Company. 

What regiment end division? 

Division LSSAH, let Penser Regiment. 

Are you now a prisoner of war of the Mited States? 
Yes. 

Where are you being held in custody? 

Down in Austria. 

Where are you being held in custody as of today? 
In the prisoner of war cemp in Dachau. 


epee re © PF © PrP O&O PY 


Did you participate in the Bifel offensive in December, 
Jenuery, 1945? 

Yes. 

Who was your company commander at that time? 
8S Hauptsturmfuehrer Klingelhoefer. 

Do you remember his first name? 

Yes. Oskar. 

What platoon were you inf 

The lst Platoon. 

Who was your platoon leader? 

88 Untersturmfuehrer Heinz Rehagel. 


Would you know your company ocamander, Klingelhoefer, if you 


again? 


a 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
a 
Q 
a 
a 
him 
A 


Yes. 

Q Will you take a look at the defendants in the box to your left 
and state whether or not Klingelhoefer is among those present. 

A Yes. -- Yes. 

Q Wheat number is he wearing? 

a 35- 

Q Would you know your former platoon leader, Heinz Rehagel, if 
you sew him again? 


A Yes. 


(Werner Reicke - Direct) 
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@ Will you lock at the defendemts in the box to your left and 
state whether or mot he is emong those present. 

A Yes. -- Yes. 

Q What number is he wearing? 

a bb. ' 


CAPT. SHUMACKER: Will the defendent wearing no. 18 please rise. 
(Whereupon the defendent wearing no. 18 rose.) 
On what date did the Bifel offensive begin? 


Om December 16. 
Is that 194)? 
Yes. 19h. 
Where was yow company assembled or bivouscked at that time? 
A Before the offensive we were bivouacked in the woods of 
Blenkenhein. 
Q Was there a meeting of your platoon, the lst Platoon, at any 
time immediately prior to this offensive? 
a Yes. 
Q On whet date end about what time of day was this meeting? 
A This was on the 16th of December in the woods of Blankenheim, 
in the early morning hours. 
Were you present at the meeting yourself? 
Yes. 
Who, if anyone, addressed the men of the lst Platoon? 
8S Untersturmfuehrer Rehagel held the speech. 
He was your platoon leader? 
Yes. 
What men attended this meeting? 
As far as I cen remember, the assembled ist Platoon. 
Who was your tank commender? 
8S Oberscharfushrer Werner Koch. 


Was he there? 


r oreo rF © FP OD Fe © PF 


That I can't remember. 


(Werner Reicke © Direct) 





Q Do you know where your platoen leader, Rehagel, had been or 
what he was doing immediately before this meeting was held? 

a Yes. Untersturmfuehrer Rehagel came back end told us that 
he was coming back from a conference. 

Q A conference with whom, and who attended the conference, if 
he told you? 

a He didn't state who participated in it. He only said that he 
had been there -- that he was coming back from there. 


Q All right. Will you give the Court the substance of what 


Rehagel told the men of the ist Platoon on this occasion. 

A Among other things, Untersturmfuehrer Rehagel said that this 
offensive was of great importance to us, and that we would be supported 
by the new Luftwaffe and the new woapons, but at the end of his speech 
he stated that prisoners of war were not to be taken. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Your witness. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTION BY DEFENSE (Lt. Col. Dwinell): 

Q Did Rehagel say that prisoners of war would be the concern of 
the infantry following? 

a I oan't remember that. 

DEFENSE: Wo further questions. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Wo redirect. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 

There appear to be none. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: We call the witness Schroth. 

We don't contemplate recalling the next witness. 

If the Court please, the Prosecution desires to 
make this statement: When we say we don't contemplate recalling a wit- 
ness, that is what we believe at this time, but we don't want to put 
ourselves in the position of not being able to recall a witness if it 


becomes necessary in rebuttal or for any other purpose. 
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DEFENSE: May it please the Court, we have no objection to that, 


our main purpose being to accelerate this part in order to free these 
other American witnesses. 


WOLFGANG LEO SCHROTH, called as a witness for the Prosecution, was 


Sworn and testified through on interpreter as follows; 


DIRBCT EXAMINATION 


QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker); 


r Prep eoPrP eo Pr eo PrP 8 PRP 


Q 


What is your neme? 

Wolfgang Leo Schroth. 

What was your grade of rank during the Eifel offensive during 
19h4, end January, 1957 

Rottenfuehrer. 

What unit were you in during the Bifel offensive in December, 
January, 1945? 

7th Company, Panser Regiment 1. 

What division? 

1st 8S Division. 

Is that commonly known as the LSSAH? 

Yes. : 

Was your unit a part of the Waffen SS? 

Yes. 

Are you now a prisoner of war of the United States? 

Yes. 

Where are you being held in custody? 


Dachau. 


Did you participate in the Eifel offensive in December, 19), 


and Jenuary, 1945? 


A 


Q 
A 
Q 
a 


Yos. 

Who was your company commanier at that time? 
8S Hauptsturmfuehrer Klingelhosfer. 

Who was your platoon leader? 


8S Untersturmfuehrer Rehagel. 
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What platoon were you in? 
The Ist Platoon. 
Om what date did the offensive begin? 
On December 16, 19h). 
Q Tumediately prier to the offensive, where was your company 
bivouscked? 
a In the Blankenheim Forest. 
Q Was there any meeting of your platoon at any time shortly 
befere the offensive began? 
A Yes. 
Q Om whet date and what time of day did this meeting teke place? 
A On the 16th of December in the forenoon. The exact time of 
day I don't mow. 
Were you present at this meeting? 
Yes. 
Who spoke to you? 
Untersturmfuehrer Rehagel. 


Q 
a 
Q 
A 


Q Will you state to the Court the substance of what Rehagel told 
you on that occasion. 

a The exact wording of the speech I don't recall any more, but 
he spoke about the importance of the coming offensive, and, amongst 
other things, he said that there existed an order that no prisoners of 
war were to be taken. 

Q Would you know Rehagel if you saw him again? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you look at the defendants in the box to your left and 
state whether or not Rehagel is mong those present. 

a Yes. 

Q What number is he wearing? 

A LB. 

Is the man you heve just identified as wearing no. 18 the man 


g 
who made this speech to you on the morning of 16 December 19)),? 
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A Yes. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Your witness. 
DEFENSE: May it please the Court, Dr. Leer, on behalf of the De- 
feuse, would like to ask a few questions. 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr. Leer): 
Q One question, Schroth: Have you made prisoners of war your- 
self, or have you shot prisoners of war? 
Wo. 
Have you been in a position to have to take prisoners of war? 
Ho. 
Why not? 
Because I was a tank driver. 
Has no tank driver been in the position to take prisoners of 
war? 
A Wo. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: If the Court please, we object. We believe it 
is immaterial as to whether or not a tank driver is in a position to 
take prisoners of war, and we do not see the purpose of this line of 


questioning. Further, if the Court please, the witness has testified 


only, on direct examination, as to this Speech or order that was given by 


Rehagel, and we submit that the cross examination should be confined to 
that field of questioning. 

PRESIDENT: Objection is sustained. 

DR. LEER: I beg for one other question. 

Q Whom did that order you spoke of before concern, if not the 
tank drivers? 

A It was read in general for the company. 

Q Was the order of which you spoke read to the company? 

A Wo. Only the speech of Untersturmfuehrer Rehagel was made to 


(Wolfgang Leo Schroth - Cross) 





Then why do you say, in the first sentence, the order was 


I wanted to sey that, im general, it was made public to the 
company. ° 
DR. LEBR: Thenk you. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Wo redirect. 


PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 


There eppeer to be mone. The witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 
PRESIDENT: Court will recess until 1315 hours. 
(Whereupon the Court recessed at 1200 hours.) 





(Whereupon the court reconvened at 1315, 


PRESIDENT: Take seats. 


PROSEOUTION: Let the record show that 
all of the members of the court, all of the members of the 
Prosecution, with the exception of Lieutenant Byrne who is 
absent on the business of the Prosecution, and all of the men- 
bers of the defense, with the exception of Dr. Rau, Dr. Wei- 
land and Dr. Hertkorn, are present, and the reporter is present. 


PROSECUTION: It has come to the attention 


of the prosecution that when a witness is asked whether he is 
able to identify one of the accused, that the defendants have 
been raising their mmbers in order that the witness can see 

this and make the identification in question. We ask that the 


defendants be instructed to discontinue this practice. 


PRESIDENT: Yes, the interpreter will so 


instruct the accused, 


(Whereupon these instructions were inter- 


preted to the accused.) 


PROSECUTION: The prosecution feels that 
when a defendant is identified for the first time, or when he 
has not been identified for some time, it would help materially 


if he would be called upon to stand. 
PRESIDENT: That is correct, he will be 


(Reconvention of court.) 





called upon to stand, 


PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): The 


prosecution calls the witness Piper, The prosecution does ex- 
pect to recall this witness, 
HANS PIPER, called as a witness by the prosecution, was 


sworn and testified through an interpreter as follows: 


(Whereupon the questions » answers and other proceedings 


were interpreted to the accused, ) 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 


QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): 
What is your name? 
Hans Piper, 
Is that Piper, or Peiper, P-e-i-p-e-r? 
My name is Piper, P-i-p-e-r, 
“hat grade and rank did you hold, during the Eifel 
Offensive in December, 195, and January, 1916? 
A I was a Sturmman, 
Q What Company were you in? 
A Service Company. 
Q What Regiment and Division? 
First Regiment, LSSAH, 


Was your organization a y 


u a prisoner of war of the United States? 


Where are you now being held prisoner? 
At Dachau, 
Who was your Company Commander? 


Hauptsturmfeuhrer Klingelhoefer, 





Who was your Platoon Leader? 

Untersturmfeuhrer Heinz Rehagel. 

Whose tank did you ride in, during the offensive? 
In the tank of the Platoon Leader, 

Which Platoon Leader? 


Heinz Rehagel. 


Q Would you know former Company Commander Klingelhoefer, 


if you saw him again? ‘ 

A Yes. 

Q Would you take a look at the defendants in the box to 
your left and state whether or not Klingelhoefer is among those 
present? Do you see him? 

A Yes, 

Q What number is he wearing? 

A Thirty-five. 

Q Would you know your former Platoon Leader, Heinz Re- 
hagel, if you saw him acain? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you take a look in the box to your left, at the 
defendants, and state whether or not Rehagel. is among them? 

A Yes. 

t number is he wearing? 
Number forty-eight. 
iid the offensive begi 
The 16th of December, 19)5. 
shortly before 
@ began? 
Yes. 


On what date was this meeting held? 


(Piper -- Direct) 





On the 16th of December, 195. 

At approximately what time of the day? 
In the early morning hours, 

Who spoke at this meeting? 
Untersturmfeuhrer Heinz Rehagel. 

Was that your Platoon Leader? 

Yes. 

And to whom did he speak? 


To the First Platoon. 


A 
Q Were you present? 
A 


Yes. 

Q Tell the court the substance of Relingella’ renavics 
or speech on that occasion? 

A This is what Rehagel said: ".,.We are going to have 
a strong airforce and a new weapon will be used.,.heavy artill- 
ery preparations are going to be made...no prisoners of war 
are going to be made...". 

Q Will you state whether or not he said anything about 


the bombing attacks on German cities and the German people? 


A I can't remember that, 


PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): Your 


witness, 
The defense does not desire to 


ask any questions of the witness. 


Are there any « 


witness by er of the court? (There were none.) 
( re wer ne. 


e688 was excused and 


withdrew, ) 


(Piper -- Direct) 





PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): The pros- 
ecution desires to recall Lieutenant William R. Perl. 


FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLIAM R. PERL, recalled as a witness by 


the prosecution was reminded of his oath and testified as follows: 


(Whereupon the questions » answers and other proceedings 


were interpreted to the accused, ) 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher) + 


Q Are you the same First Lieutenant William R, Perl, 
who has previously testified in this case? 

A Yes, < 

Q During the course of your interrogation at IP number 2; 
SCHWABISCH HALL, Germany, did you have occasion to question one 
Erich Munkemer? 


Yes. 


A 
Q Would you recognize Munkemer, if you saw him again? 
A 


Yes. 

Have you seen him in the courtroom? 
Yes. 

Is he among the accused? 

Yes, 

What number is he wearing? 


Thirty-nine, 


PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): 
that Munkemer stand. 
(Whereupon the accused Munkemer arose.) 
PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): The accused 


may be seated, 


(Perl -- Re-Direct) 





(Whereupon the accused Munkemer resumed his seat, ) 


Did Munkemer tell you his rank and organization? 
Yes, 
Will you state that to the court? 
A His rank is an Untersturmfeuhrer and he belongs to the 
First Panzer Regiment ISSAH, I believe to the 7th Company, but 


I'm not sure about this, 


Q During the course of your interrozation of Munkemer, 


did he make a statement to you? 
A Yes. 
Q In what form was that statement’ made? 


A Oral first, then written, 


PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): The pros- 
ecution hands the reporter a document and asks that it be marked 
"Prosecution Exhibit No. 19, for identification", 

(Whereupon the reporter marked the document as reques= 


ted.) 


Q I hand you a document mrked "Prosecution Exhibit No. 19, 
for identification" and ask you to state whether or not you know 
the handwriting and who sipned that statement? 

Yes, I do. 
Who made that statement? 


Untersturmfeuhrer Erich Munkemer, 
that th Munkemer that yo ave previous] 
i as wearing 


Yes. 


Was that statement made voluntarily? 


Were any ,threats or promises employed to obtain that 


statement? 
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No. 

Was this statement sworn to? 
Yes. 

Who administered the oath? 
I did. 


PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): The pros- 
ecution offers into evidence the document previously marked "Pros- 
ecution Exhibit No. 19, for identification" and requests that 
it be marked "Prosecution Exhibit No. 19", for attachment to the 


record, 
» 


DEFENSE: The defense objects on the grounds 


previously stated, 


PRESIDENT: ‘The objection is overruled and 
the Exhibit offered into evidence by the prosecution will be acc- 
epted into evidence by the court, marked Prosecution Exhibit No. 


19, for attachment to the record, 


PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): The pros- 
ecution offers into evidence a true ami correct English transla- 
tion of Prosecution Exhibit No. 19, to be marked "Prosecution Ex- 


hibit No. 19-A", and to be attached to the record, 
DEFENSE: The defense has no objection. 


PRESIDENT: ‘here being no objection, the 
translation offered into evidence by the prosecution is accepted 


into evidence by the court will. be marked Prosecutio 


No. 19-A, for attachment to the record, 


PROSECUTION: The prosecution requests per- 
mission at this time to read Prosecution Exhibit No. 19-A to the 


court. 
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PRESIDENT: Granted, 


PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): ‘The 
statement reads as follows: "I, Erich Munkemer, being duly 


sworn, make the following statement under oath: 


"During the Eifel offensive in December, 1944, I was Lead~ 
er of the 2nd Platoon, 7th Company, let Panzer Regiment, 
LSSAH. 


"On the morning of the 16th of December, 1944, I was or- 


dered to report to the Company Commander together with SS 
Untersturmfuehrer Hans SIPTROT, to receive the orders for 
the coming offensive. For this, we were assembled on the 
edge of the woods opposite a forester's house along the 
route of advance abreast with our assembly area. Haupt- 
eturmfuehrer Oskar KLINGELHOEFER issued to us Platoon Lead- 
ers the following oréer which I reproduce true to its mean- 


ing: 


"Together with our lst Panzer Division LSSAH, aleo other 
Panzer and Infantry Divisions, formed along a broad front 
for the attack, to push deep into the enemy lines, and to 
get ready for the decisive punch. Thereby the Luftwaffe 
will be committed on a reinforced scele, Luftwaffe and 


Army will successfully employ the latest in new weapons. 


“In this connection, the order contained the following 
quotations as to its meaning concerning the treatment of 
prisoners of war: ',...Prisoners of war will be turned over 


to the troops following and evacuated by them...'. 


"This paragraph also had, in addition, quotations at the 
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end, that situations can arise where our armored group, 
weak from an infantry point of view, thrusts narrow and 
deep into the enemy front and can no longer evacuate the 
prisoners. An evacuation being impossible, then the pri- 


soners will be shot, 


"The men are to be instructed that upon capture no state- 


ments are allowed to be made about that. 


"On the 16th of December, 191, upon receipt of the orders 
as mentioned above, I transmitted these quotations~conform- 


ing to their meaning to my tank commanders. 


"This statement consists of three handwritten pages and one 


sketch, 


"I swear before God that the statements in this deposition 


are true, 


"I made this statement voluntarily and of my own free will, 
uninfluenced by duress, threats, harsh treatment or promis- 
es and am prepared to repeat sam: under oath before any 


court. 


"Signed: Erich Munkemer, SS Untersturmfeuhrer, ll April 


196. 


"Sworn to and subscribed to before me this 11th a 3 


April 196, at Schwabisch Hall, Germany, Siened: William 


Lieutenant, li 


{OSHCUTION: The prosecution offers 
into evidence three picture affidavits, all three executed by 


Erich Hunkemer, one bearing a photograph of Oskar ngelhoefer, 
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one bearing a photograph of Heinz Rehagel, and one bearing a 
photograph of Hans Siptrot, and requests that these affidavits 
be received into evidence, attached to the record, as Prosecu- 


tion Exhibits 19-B, 19-C and 19-D, respectively, 


DEFENSE: On behalf of the defense, there 
is no objection to the introduction of this evidence or any 


necessity for the reading of the same, 


PROSEG) TION: Is it understood that these 
are photographs of the accused of the names indicated, Oskar 
Klingelhoefer, Heing Rehagel and Hans Siptrot? 


DEFENSE; It is so agreed. 


PRESIDENT: It having been so agreed, the 
photographic exhibits offered into evidence by the prosecution 
will be accepted into evidence by the court and marked as Pros- 
ecution Exhibits 19-B, 19-0 and 19-D, for attachment to the re- 


cord, 


(Whereupon the Exhibits referred to were appropriately 


marked by the reporter and are attached hereto, ) 
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CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Your witness. 

DEFENSE: May it please the Court, the Defense does not 
desire to interrogate the witness, 

PRESIDENT: There appear to be no questions by the Court. 
The witness is excused. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: We call the witness Geisberger. 

FRITZ GEISBERGM, called as a witness for the Prosecution, 
being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as 
followss 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 
were interpreted to the accused.) 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Captain Shumacker)s 
Q What is your name? 
A Frits Geisberger. 


Q What grade or rank did you hold during the Eifel offensive 
in December 194) and January 19157 
A Iwas a Private. 


What wit were you in during that time? 

Seventh Panzer Companys 

What regiment and what division? 

Panzer Regiment No. 1, First Panser Division, ISSAHe 
Are you now a prisoner of war of the United States? 
Yete 


Where are you being held in custody? 


> Dre eorer ®& 


Tn Dachau. 

Q Did you participate in the Eifel offensive December 
19h and January 19457 

A Yese 

Q Who was your company commander? 

A Hauptsturmfuehrer Klingelhoefer, 

@ De you remember his first nam? 

4 Noy 
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What platoon were you in? 
Ta the second platoons 
Who was your platoon leader? 
Witersturmfuchrer Mmkener, 
Gould you identify your fomer company commander 
Klingelhoefer if you saw hin again? 
A Tons 
Q Will you look at the defendants in the box a your 
left and state whether or not Klingelhcefer is among those present? 
‘A Yes, Wusber 35. 
Q Would you mow your former platoon leader Mmkemer if 
you saw him again? 
A = Yete 
Q Wall you look at the defendants and see if he is amng 
those present? 


weaber 39e 


He is present, then? 

Tess 

On what date did the offensive begin? 

On the 16th December 19ihe 

Was there any meting of the men of your platoon, the 
second platoon, at any time shortly before the offensive began? 

Yese 

On what date was this meeting held? 

On the 16th Decembers 


Do you remember approximately what time of day it was 


In the morning hourse 
Who spoke at that mocting? 
Untersturmfuehrer Munkemer. 
Q Cam yourspeat word for word what Munkemer said on ‘that 
occasion? 
A TI only remember the meaning of what he said, 
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Q an you state the substance of Minkemer's speech on 
that occasion? 

A Yea, 

Q Were you present whem Mmkemer spoke? 

A Yee 


Q Give the court the substance of his speech on that 


occasion. 

4 Untersturmfuehrer Minkemer made a short speech and 
here is what he said: "We are going to receive support from 
the air force, The artillery will open a big fire. We mst 
think of our parents and our brothers who are being killed at 
home through the air terror. Fight according to the old SS 
spirits We prisoners are to be made." 

Q That speech was made by the man you just identified 
as wearing Number 397 

A Yes. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKERs Your witnosse 

OROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Dr. Hertkorn): 

Q Has it been said in the course of this conference that 
prisoners were to be brought back to the infantry? 

A Hos : 

Q Did this speech made by your platoon leader have two 
sections and taks care of the question of prisoners in two 
different sections? 

A Woe 

DEFENSE: Wo further questions by Defenses 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Wo redirects 

PRESIDENT: Wo questions by the courte Witness is excused, 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKZR: Prosecution calls the witness Lochmann. 

The Prosecution does not expect torecall this witness. 
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WHER LOKHMANN, called as a witness for the Prosecution, 
being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as 
follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 
were interpreted to the German counsel and the accused.) 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Captain Shumacker); 

What is your name? 

Werner Loehmann. . 

What grade or rank did you hold during the Eifel 

during December 19), and January 1957 

Private. 

What mit were you in during that, tine? 

First SS Panser Regiment, LAH, Seventh Company, Third 


Ave you now a prisoner of war of the United States? 


Yese 

Where are you being held in custody? 

In Dachaue . 

Did you participate in the Eifel offensive in December 
January 19457 , 


TYese 


l9bh 


Who was your company commander at that time? 
Hauptsturafueshrer Klingelhoefer. 

Do you remember his first name? 

Oskare 

Who was your platoon leader at that time? 
Oberscharfuehrer Siptrott. 


preoreoreor for or ow 


Would you know your former company commander if you saw 
him again? 
A Ye8e 


Q Would you look at the defendants in the box at your left 
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and state whether or not he is among those present. 
A Tete 
Do you see hin? 
Tess 
What number is he wearing? 
Be 
Would you know your fomer platoon leader Siptrott if 
you saw him again? 
A Tee 
Q Would you look at the defendants in the bex to your 
left and state whether cr not you see him among those? 


A Yese 


Q What number is Siptrott wearing? 
A 60. 


CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Will Siptrott please stand? 
(Whereupon the accused arose.) 
Om what date did the Eifel offensive begin? 
Oa the 16th Deceaber, 
What year? 
cms ‘ 
Q Where was your company assembled immediately prior to 
the beginning of the offensive? 
A = In the woods of Blankenheim. 
Q Was there any meeting of your platoon, the third 
platoon shortly before the offensive began? 
Yete 
Who spoke at this meting? 
Oberscharfuehrer Hans Siptrott. 
Is that the same man you just identified as wearing 
Number 60? 
A Yese 
Q 0m what date was this meeting held? 
A 0m 16 December 19h. 
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Q What time ofday? 

a In the early moming hourse 

Q WALL you state to the court the substance of what 
Biptrett told you — told the mean of the platoon on that 
occasion? De you mderstand the questien? 

A Yet, 

Q Well, state to the court then the substance of 
Siptrott's speech on that occasion. 

A Obverscharfuehrer Siptrott returned from a conference 
of the platoon leaders and called the third platoon for a 


" short conferences He spoke about the support by the Luftwaffe 


and about the new weapons that wore to be wed during this 
offensive and herets what he said a& the end of his speech: 
There was a now order no prisoners of war were to be mades 

Q Were you present at this speech? 

A =Yete 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Your uitnesse 

" qnoss EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Captain Warvid)s 

Q Did Siptrott tell you who was present at the conference 
of platoon leaders? 

A Woe 

Q You said something shout Siptrott telling you out 
anew ordere Did Siptrott tell you who gave the new order? 

A Noe 

Q Did Siptrott specifically instruct the troops that 
prisoners of war were to be shot in the coming offensive? 

A TI can't remember whether he said it specifically, but 
that is what I understood from his speeche 

Q Is that your om personal wnclusion? 


A Yee 





#0 
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Q Yeu don*t know if that was the conclusion of all the 
other soldiers, de you? 

4 This I can't says 

DEFBISEs Wo further questions ty Defenses 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Wo redirects 

PRESIDENTs Wo questions by the Court, Witness exouseda 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: We call the witness Von Elling. We 
do not contemplate recalling the next witness. 

WALTER VON ELLING, called as a witness for the Prosesution, 
being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as 
follows: 

(Whereupon the gestions, answers and other proceedings 
were interpreted to the German counsel and accusede) 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION(Captain Shumacker)s 

Q What is you name? 

A Walter Von Elling. 

Q What was your grade or rank during the Eifel offensive, 
December 19, and January 19457 
Sturmeann, Pico 
What wit were you in during that period? 

In the 10th company, third platoon, 

Was that the 10th Panzer Grenadier Company? 

Yese 

What regiment? 

2nd Panser Grenadier Regiments 

What division? 

Division ISSAHe 

Are you now a prisoner of war of the United States? 


> Dreeroeoer ne re © 
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Q Where are you being held in custody? 
A Th Dachews 
Q Dad you participate in the Eifel offensive in December 
19uh and January 1945? 
Tos 
Who was your battalion commander at that time? 
Hawpteturafuehrer Biefenthal. 
‘Who was your company commander at that tine? 
Obersturabannfuehrer Preuss ; 
Would you mow your former battalion comaander if you 
saw him again? 
A I think yess 
Q Will you look at the defendants in the box at your 
left and state whether or not you recognize him as among those 
present? 
A Yess 


Do you mean yes you will loek, or yes you see hin? 
I see hin. 


What number is he wearing? 
Wumber 10. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Will the Court have the defendant wearing 
Number 10 please stand? 

PRESIDENT: Nunber 10 stand, 

(Whereupon the accused wearing Number 10 aroses) 

Q Would you look at the defendants in the box to your 
left and state whether or not you see your former commander 
Preuss among those present? 

Yese 
Have you seen hin? 
Yee 
What number is he wearing? 
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CAPTAIN GHUMACKER: Will the dourt please have the 
defendant wearing Nusber 1 stand? 

PRESIDENT: Mumber lj, stand. 

(Whereupon the accused wearing Number ll, arosee) 

Q Qn what date did the offensive begin? 

A (26 Decesber 29lie 

Q Where was your company assembled immediately before 
the offensive began? 

A Dna forest near Blankenheine 

Q Was there a meting held by the 10th Company at any 
time before the offensive began? 

4 Yess 


Q Who spoke at this mecting? 
A Obersturmbannfuehrer Preusse 
Q 


Is that the same man you have just identified as wearing 
Number 117 

A Tess 

PRESIDBITs Will the Prosecution have the witness speak 
more loudly? 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Will you speak out louder so that all 
the accused and all the members of the court can hear you? 

Q Will you tell the Court substantially what Preuss said 
on this occasion? 

A He told w that it was going to be a big affair, we 
will have support, great support of tanks and airplanes and no 
prisoners of war were to be taken. That is all what I kmow of 
up till todaye 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Your witnesse 

GROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lte Colonel Dwinell); 

Q Did Preuss tell you that your mit was to push forward 
with great speed? 
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A That I don't know any mreg 

Q You said that prismmers were not te be takene What 
else did Preuss say in his speech? ; 

A anything else I om't recall any mores 

Q How long did the speech take? 

A I judge about a quarter of an hour. 

Q Was the speech — did the speech concern itself with 
the line of march and your place in the line of march? 


A We explained shortly the route to use 
Q Were there any maps shom te you at the mecting? 


A Yes, one mp. 

Q Was the route of march from Blankenheim forest to Stavelot 
explained to you? 

A = Yebe 

Q Were you told how many troops would be engaged in 
the offensive? 

A Yes, but I don't know any more how many. 

Q Were you told anything about the part that surprise wuld 
Play in the campaign? 

A Noe 

Q Was there anything said about the part parachute troops 
would play in the offensive? 

A That I don't know any mresg 

Q As I wmderstand it, then, the only thing you remember 
about the entire speech was the statement made that prisoners 
were not to be taken, is that correct? 

A Yess , 

LY. COLONEL DWINELL: Wo further cross examinations 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Captain Shumacker); 

Q Do you know why that stuck in your mind, Von Elling? 


Von Elling ~ Redirect As ak 
323 





a Te was said that we were to have support of airplanes 
and many airplanes were to support ws and there weren't any and 
something like that sticks in you mind, 

Q T dentt believe you understood my questiens I asked 
you wiy Preuss? statement that no prisoners were to be made 
remains in your mind? 

A That I kept in ay minds 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKM: Nothing furthers 

DEFRISE: Wo recross examinatione 

PRESIDENT: Wo questions by the Courte Witness excused, 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and uithdrews) 





CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution calls the witness Hans Rineck 
and the Proseoution does contemplate recalling this witness. 
HANS RINECK, called as a witness for the Prosecution, being 
first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKEX) 
Q What is your name? 
& = Hans Rineck,. 
Q What was your grade or rank during the Eifel offemsive 
of December 19) and January 191,53 
a Untersturmfuehrer. 
Q What was your mit, at that time? 
4 ‘The wit was the Third Battalion, 2nd Panser Grenadier 
Regiment, LSSAH. 
Q What section where you in, in this battalio? 
A I belonged to the "V" Company of the Third Battalion, 
that is the Headquarters Company. 
Q = Ave you now a prismer of war of the United States? 
Yes. 


Where are you being held in custody? 


Who was your battalion commander during the Eifel offensive? 


ry 
Q 
A:T am being kept in custody in the PW camp in Dachau. 
Q 
4 


My battalion commander in the Eifel offensive was the 
then Hauptsturmfuehrer Diefenthal. 
Q Do you remember his first name? 
4 Josef Diefenthal. 
Q Who was your immediate commanding officer? 
A My direct commanding officer , the commander of the 
staffel I belonged to was the Untersturmfuehrer Flacke, 
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Q Did you participate in the Eifel offensive of December 19h 
and January 1945? 
Yess 
Qn what date did the offensive begin? 
The offensive began on 16 December 19h). 
Immediately before the offensive began, where was your 
company and your battalion bivouacked? 
4 = My company, that is the battalion, was bivouacked in the 
woods near Nettersheim, prior to the offensive, 
Q Is Nettersheim in the general vicinity of a tom called 
Blankenhein? 
a 
Q Could you identify or recognise your former battalion 
commander if you saw him again? 
A Yes. 


Q Will you look at the defendants in the bax en your left 


and state whether or not he is among those present? 
4 Tes. 
Do you see him? 
Yes. 
What number is he wearing? 
The number ten, 
All right. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Will the Court have the defendant wearing 
number ten raise his hand? 
PRESIDENT: ‘The defendant will raise his hand, 
(The accused stood and raised his hand.) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTIONS (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 
Q Was there a moting of the stabscompanie of your battalion 
shortly before the beginning of this offensive? 
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& =The headquarters company, that is, the leader's staff, 
had a meeting before the offensive. 
Qn what date was this meeting? 
This meeting was on 16 December, early in the morning. 
Were you present at that meeting? 
Yes. 
Who spoke at that meeting? 
At this meeting our leader Untersturmfushrer Flacke spoke. 
Will you tell the Court what was said at this meeting? 
I can only state the approximate wording of what was said, 


Q 
Aa 
Q 
a 
Q 
a 
Q 
a 
Q 


State the appracimate wording of what was said. 

LT. COLe DWINELL: At this point I would like to object, 
may 1t please the Court, to testimony affecting Flacke who is not 
a defendant in this case or an accused in this case and who is not 
available to us in rebuttal, 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: For the same reason stated before we 
think this pre@f competent with regard to officers of high rank. 
Furthermore at a later date in the trial we will make it competent 
as to the defendant Diefenthal. 

PRESIDENT: ‘The objection is overruled. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The witness will please continue. 

THE WITNESS: At that time, Untersturmfuehrer Flacke 
held a speech and among other things, he said the following: that 
the greatest weight should be placed om this offensive; that so many 
airplanes were to be committed, 2,000 airplanes; that ),000 cannons 
were to fire; Volksgrenadier Regiment-Division would make the break 
through through the main line of resistance and among other things 
he declared further that one didn't have to be concerned about 
prisonersof war and he said also further that we had to settle an old 


account in Bree. 
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QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 
Q Did he explain what he meant by “settling an old account 
in Bree"? 
a By that he meant thet the civilians had shot at him and 
that he wanted to take revenge for it. 
Q Do you know who was commanding the 10th Panser Grenadier 
Company of the 3rd Battalion, during the Eifel offensive? 
Yes. 
Who was it? 
It was Obersturmfuehrer Georg Preuss. 


Would you know Preuss if you were to see him again? 


Yes. 

Q Would you look at the defendants in the bar to your left 
and state whether or not Preuss is among those present? 

a= Yes. 

Do you see hin? 

Yes. 

What number is he wearing? 

Number 1), 

CAPT, SHIMACKERs Will the Court please ask the accused 
wearing number )) to raise his hand? 

PRESIDENT: Accused i), will raise his hand. 

(The accused did as directed.) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 

Q Did you happen to see part of a meeting held by the 
10th company, commanded by Preuss, at any time, prior to the 
beginning of the offensive? 

A Yes. 

Q Was that before or after this meeting that you have just 
desoribedp that was held by Flacke? 

A = Tt. was the night before, 
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Q Will you describe the scene that you saw when you came 
upon the meeting of the 10th Company? 

& At that time, I stood with my SPW near the CP of 
Diefeathal and was waiting for orders as what I was to be committed, 
It was late in the evening hours and 1 received the order to be 
assigned to the adjutent's tank and both = = 

Q Will both the witness and the interpreter please 
wpeak louder so that all the accused and the Court can hear? 

4 (Continuing) - = and then drove to the line up of the 
battalion. At that time I came to the 10th Company and I had to 
stop because the leader of the 10th Company was holding a speech, 

By "leader of the 10th Company", to whom are you referring? 
To Obersturmfuehrer Georg Preuss. 
Is that the same man you just identified as wearing 


Yes. 
While you were there, what if anything, did you hear 
Preuss say? 
4 I came at about the end of his speech, I only heard 
part of his speech. 
Q What part did you hear? 
4 = The last part, 
Q What did you hear Preuss say? 
4 Among other things I remember, "We'll fight in the 
old SS tradition, we won't give the enemy any quarters, not even 
the civilians." 
Q For the sake of the record, Mr, Interpreter, did you not 
mean "quarter" and not "quarters"? Is that the correct translation? 
A We don't give the enemy any quarter. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Your witness, 
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CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT. COL. DWINELL) 

Q You attended two mectings, is that right, the one conducted 
by Preass and the one conducted by Flacke? 

4 = Qaly by accident I came to the speech of Prews. 

Q Referring to the speech of Flacke, how leng did that 
speech last? 

a By Flaeke? ‘The speech of Flacke lasted about — a quarter-- 
T don't recall the exact time. 

Q What were your duties in the stabscoupanis? 

a I was a‘radio eperatior and leader of the adjutants SPW, 

Q Therefore, at a meeting of that sort, you would be very 
much interested in the line of march, is that so? 

a The line of march? 

Q The question wast you would be very much interested in 
the line of march, is that s0? 

aA I don't get the sense of "line of march". 

Q Would you be interested in the line of march when a 
meeting is held by your platoon commander just in advance of an 
offensive? 

A =I don't get the sense? Shall I describe the line of 
march of the offensive? 

Q No. I will put another question. At the meeting 
conducted by Flacke, did Flacke tell you where the offensive 
was going to be conducted? 

A At that time, Flacke said —- I can't recall exactly 
in what direction. 

Q Was anything said at that meeting about the number of 
tanks and yebicles that would be in the line of march? 

A That I also cannot recall. 
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Q , Nas there anything said at that meoting about the part 
that the paratroops would play in the offensive? 

a That I can't say exactly. 

Q = Was anything said about what part the infantry would 
play in the offensive? 

a It was only said that the Volksgrenadier would force 
a break through through the main line of defense and that we wuld 
follow up. 

Q At that meeting did you hear any mention of the "Operation 
Grieff* ,G-r-i-e-f-f-? 

a At this meeting I didn't hear anything about it. ly 
later during the course of the offensive I heard about it. 

Q One thing does stand out very definitely in your mind 
and that is that at the meeting it was said that prisoners of 
war would not be taken, is that correct? 

a In almost the exact worliing: "There is no need that 
prisoners of war are being taken." 

LT. COL. DWIWELL: Wo further questions. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Dr. Hertkorn would like to ask some 

questions, 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DR. HER TKORN) 

Q How long have you been with the stabscompanie, Mr. Witness? 

A I came to the stabscompanie in October 19). 

Q Was the stabscompanie, on the former withdrawal through 
France—- did it come through Bree? 

a That I cannot testify exactly but I have heard from 
members of the stabscompanie that they had been there. 


CAPT. SHUMACKER: We object to this line of questioning. 


I don't think the witness can testify when the stabscompanie was 
there, if he was not there himself and I do not believe that we 
are going into the whole French campaign anyhow. ‘The question is 
irrelevant and incompetent. 


(Rineck=cross ) a3] 
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DR. HERTKORN: I wanted to ask the question to test the 
menory of the witness. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: ‘The witness said that he was not them 
if I understand his answer correctly. 

DR. HERTKORN: And for the further reasm that the quedion 
ie this that Unterstarmfuehrer Flacke had to settle an account with 
the civilians there. 

PRESIDENT: ‘The objection is sustained, 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (IR. HER TRORS ) 
Q How long was Flacke with the stabscompanie? 
Aa I only came in October to the stabscompanie. I was 


in Engda in Westphalia and that was during October when Untersturs- 
feehrer Flacke came to us in the battalion. 


Q Then the stabscompanie was in Bree before October? 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: What was the witness’ answer? 

THE WITNESS: I don't know. 
QUESTIONS BY DEFBISE: (DR. HER TKORN) 

Q If the stabscompanie was ever in Bree then it was 
before October, was it not? 

4 = Yes. 

TR. HERTKORN: That is all. 

CAPT, SHUMACKER: Wo redirect. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently not. 
The witness is excused, 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution calls as the next witness 
Karl Conrad, 

KARL HEINZ CONRAD, called as a witness for the Prosecution, 


being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as follows: 


(Conrad-direct) 





DIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 

Q We do not contemplate recalling this witness. State 
your name, 

Karl Heins Conrad, 

Q What was your grade or rank during the Eifel offextive 
of December 19h) and January 195? 

A = SS Rottenfuehrer. 

Q In what wit were you, at that time? 

A =: 10th Company, 2nd Panser Grenadier Regiment, 1st 
Battalion, LSSAH. 

Q In what battalion were you? 
3rd Battalion. 
Who was your battalion commander? 
Hauptsturmfuehrer Diefenthal, 
Who was your company commander? 
Obersturmfuehrer Preuss. 


Are you now a prisoner of war of the United States? 


Yes. 
Where are you being held in custody? 
In Dachau, 


-m@Preerer,ro pr 


Q Did you participate in the Eifel Offensive in December 
19) and January 1957 

A= Yes. 

Q Would you be able to recognize your former battalion 
commander Diefenthal if you saw him again? 

4 Yess 

Q Will you look at the defendants in the box to your 
left and state whether or not he is among those present? 


(Conrad-direst) 





Tes. 
Will you state what number he is wearing? 
Number 10. 
Q Would you mow your former company commander Preuss 
if you saw him again? 
4 = Tes. 


Q Will you look at the defendants in the box on your bft 


and state whether or not he is among those present? 


Yes. 
What number is he wearing? 
Number hh. 
Qn what date did the offensive begin? 
16 December 19h). 
Shortly before the offensive began was a meeting 
hel@ of the 10th Company, your company? 
4 = Yes. 
Q On what date and at approximately what time of day 
was the meeting held? 
About midnight from the 15th to 16th December. 
Were you present at that meting? 
Yes, 
Who spoke at that meeting? 
Our company commander, Obersturmfuehrer Preuss. 
Is that the same man that you just identified as 
wearing number ))? 
A Yes. 
Q Can you repeat word for word what Preuss said on 
that occasion? 


A Not word for word but about the meaning, 


(Conrad=direct) 





Q Wij you tel) the Court, as well as you can remember, 
what Preuss said on that ococasion? 


a Yes. “The fuehrer wants to give the German people 
a Christmas present by us going into the offensive. The fight will 
be hard and without -—" 

CAPT. SHUMACKERs I would suggest that the witness 
repeat the last sentence to the interpreter in German so that he 
can translate it properly. 

THE WITNESS: “The fight will be hard and it will 
be fought without regard to losses." 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 

Q Will you continue? 

Aa "Prisoners of war are not going to be taken and gesolene 
and rations will have to be secured by yourselves," 

Q Did Preuss say anything as to whether or not you wuld 
have any air support? 

& Yes, we would have several thousand airplanes for air 
support. 

Q Did he tell you anything about what your immediate 
objective would be? 

A Our objective would be to break through to the 
Meuse River to create a bridgehead, 

Q Do you remember anything else that Preuss said on 
that occasion other than what you have already told us? 

A That with us, several other Armies would be committed. 

Q Do you remember anything else? 

A No. 


CAPT. SHUMACKER: Your witness, 


(Conrad-direct) 





ta 31 
5/20 Ik 11 


CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT. COL. DWINELL) 
Q What was your assignment in the company to which 


Tank drivers 
You spoke about a meeting conducted by Preuss? 
Yes. 
Was that a very long meeting? 
No. 
Jgst how long was that meeting? 
A quarter of an hour, 
In addition to the statement made about the treatment 
was there anything else taken up? 
No, I dm't recall anything else. 
So that was the only matter discussed at that 
meeting, is that correct? 
A Tes. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense has nothing further, 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 
Q Conrad, did you testify on direct examination as 
to what Preuss said would be your first objective? 
A Yes. To build a bridgehead over the Meuse River. 
Q Do you remember that Preuss spoke about this 
bridgehead? 
A Yes, 
Q Do you remember that he spoke about the Christmas 
present that Hitler wanted to give the German people? 
a 
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Q Do you remember that Preass told you that you were 
to capture your om rations and gasolene? 

A = Tes. 

Q Do you remember that Preuss told you that several 
thousand airplanes would give you air support? 

Lf, COL. DWIWELL: Defense objecta to putting all 
of this into the record again. He is lead ing the witness. The 
Court will remember what the witness said @m direct examination. 
Counsel is leading him to repeat it over and over again. 

PRESIDENTs Objection sustained. 

CAPT. SHUMACKERs No further questions. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense has nothing further, 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently 
not. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 

PRESIDENT: The Court will recess, at this time, 
until 1530 hours. 

(Whereupon the Court at 1500 hours recessed.) 





(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1530 hours.) 

PRESIDENT: The Court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show that all 
the members of the Court, all the members of the Prosecution, all the 
members of the Defense, with the exeeption of Dr. Rau end Dr. Pfister, 
who are absent om business of the Defense, all the defendants, and the 
reporter are present. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution desires to recall the witness 
lst Lt. Perl. 

PRESIDENT: Capt. Shumacker, will you see if there are any wit- 
nesses in the courtroom end make the usual eunouncement? 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Are there any witnesses in the courtroom -- any 
people who will be called by either side as a witness to testify in 


this case? If there are any such witnesses, will you please leave? 


There appear to be none. 


CAPT. SHUMACKER: Lt. Perl, you are reminded that you are still 
wider oath. 

WILLIAM R. PERL, recalled as a witness for the Prosecution, resumed 
the stand and testified further through an interpreter as follows; 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued) 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker): 

Q Are you the seme lst Lt. Williem R. Perl who has previously 
testified in this case? 

A Yes. 

Q During the course of interrogations that you conducted at IP 
No. 2 at Schwabisch Hall, did you have occasion to question one Heinz 
Tomhardt? 

A Yes. 

Q Did Tomhardt make a statement to you during the course of your 
interrogation? 


A Yes. 


(Perl = Redirect) 
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Q Tn what fora was this statement made? 

A Oral first, then in writing. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: I hand the reporter a statement and request that 
it be marked Prosecution Exhibit Wo. Pe20 for Identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution Exhibit 
Wo. P-20 for Identification by the reporter.) 

Q Lt. Perl, I hand you Prosecution Exhibit No. Pe20 for Identi- 


fication end ask you whether or mot you know the handwriting and who 
signed that statement. 


A Yes, I know. 
Whose handwriting, and who signed it? 
Heins Tomhardt. 
Was that statement made volunterily? 
Yes. 
Did you employ any force or threats to obtain that statement? 
Wo. 


Q Was any duress or harsh treatment employed to obtain that 
statement? 
A Yo. 
Were you present when the statement was signed? 
Yes. 
Was the statement teken wmder osth? 
Yes. 
Who administered the oath? 
I did. 
Would you know Heins Tomhardt, the man who signed that state- 
ment, if you sew him again? 
A Yes. 
Q Will you look st the defendants in the box to your left and 
state whether or not Heinz Tomhardt, who signed that statement, is among 
those present. 


(Perl - Redirect) 





He is present. 
What number is he wearihg? 
67. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Will the Court request the defendent wearing 
no. 67 to stand? 
PRESIDENT: 67 stand. 
(Whereupon the defendant wearing no. 67 stood up.) 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence Prosecution 
Exhibit No. P-20 for Identification and requests that it be attached to 


the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P-20, 


LT. COL. DWINELL: The Defense objects to the evidence on the 


grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. The exhibit offered by the 
Prosecution is admitted into evidence end will be marked Prosecution 
Exhibit Ho. P-20. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously warked 
and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit Wo. P-20 
and is attached hereto and mde a part of the record.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence a true end 
correct English translation of Prosecution Exhibit No. P-20 and requests 
that it be attached to the record end marked Prosecution Exhibit No. 
P-20-A. 

DEFENSE: There is no objection on behalf of the Defense. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered by the 
Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked Prosecution 
Exhibit Wo. Pe20-k. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked and received in evi- 
dence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-20-A, and is attached hereto and made 
a part ‘of the record.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution requests permission of the Court 
to read ite Exhibit No. P-20-a. 

PRESIDENT: Grented. 





(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit P-20-A was read to the Court, as 
follows: ) 


"om the 15th December 19), I learned for the first 
time that during the immedistely impending offensive no 
prisoners should be taken. 


"on that day I was a number of times in our battalion 
command pest and the meeting to whieh I om referring, and 
at which I was present, took place either at the beginning 
of darkness or else close te 2200 hours. 


"at that time our battalion commend post (Command post 
of the III (GP battalion/2 Panser Grenadier Regiment L.88. 
A.H.) was located in the woods north of Blenkenheim. For 
better understanding of this statement I have prepared a 
sketch which I have marked I and attached hereto. 


sketch marked I, the legend is: 


Forester's lodge. 
Garden 

Fence 

Path 


forester's lodge at the abovementioned time a 
meeting took place of all company commanders, conveyed by 
the battalion commander. 


"at this meeting were present all the time: Haupt~ 
sturmfuehrer Diefenthal, who presided; Untersturmfuehrer 
Max Leike for the 9th Company; Obersturmfuchrer Georg 
Preuss for the 10th Company; I myself for the 11th Company. 


"Hauptecharfuehrer Jochen Thiele for the 12th Company 
as well as Untersturmfuehrer who was at that time the com- 
munications officer of the battalion, and whose neme I 
don't recell at the present, as he was only a short time in 
our unit. Besides these mentioned persons, also Untersturm- 
fuehrer Flacke, the battalion adjutent, was present. While 
all others during the whole meeting remained at their seats, 
Flecke walkec often to end fro during the meeting as he as- 
sisted Hauptsturmfuehrer Diefentheal like hending him maps, 
or similar things; however Untersturmfvebrer Flacks did not 
leave the room during the meeting. 


"at this meeting Havptsturmfuehrer Diefenthal ac- 
queinted us with the route of advance end march order. Fur- 
thermore he informed us that we were to be supported by 
heavy artillery barrages and large airplane commitments. 


"Purthermore Hauptsturmfuehrer Diefenthal informed us 
about the Skorezeny group, dressed in American uniforms. 
He related further that German agents were working in the 
rear of the enemy who would aid us. 


"Hauptsturmfuehrer Diefenthal declared that we had to 
fight recklessly and declared further that we were not ale 
lowed to take any prisoners in this offensive. 


"] don't recall any more the exact wording of this or- 
der. I only know he issued this order not to teke prisoners. 


IA} 





"The meeting which I just described lasted about one 
hour. 


“For better understanding of this meeting and the 
location where it tock place, I have prepared another sketch 
which I have marked II. The sketch as a whole represents 
the only room of the described forester's house: 


1. Is the table 
A bench 
Another bench ~ 
The stove 
Is a steol 
Telephone table 
Entrance 


"I, myself, sat at the bench indicated by no. 3 and be- 
lieve that amongst others also Obersturafvehrer Preuss sat 
at this bench. Heuptsturmfuehrer Diefenthal himself sat at 
the stool indicated by no. 5. I don't know any more where 
the others who were present sat. Nobody sat at the tele- 
phone table. 


“after the above-described meeting I went right back to 
my company, where I laid down for the time being to sleep. 


"Between 2 and’ 3 o'clock in the morning (then already 
December 16th 19));) I had the company awakened and assembled 
it around a fire. 


"Then I made a speech to the assembled company in which 
I pointed out that the decisive battle of the war was about 
to begin. I requested my men to fight ruthlessly and told 
them also that it was not permitted to take prisoners. At 

seme time I informed them not to shoot at such prisoners 
who waved their steel helmets. I didn't tell them the 
reason for this last order. It was based on the reason that 
I had been informed by Haupteturmfuehrer Diefenthal during 
the meeting which I described that Skorceszeny's men would 
make themselves known by waving their steel helmets. The 
participation of Skorereny's group I kept a secret from my 
men because Hauptsturmfuehrer Diefenthal had expressly stated 
that this point was not to be published. 


"I don't know any more with whet words I delivered the 
order that no prisoners of war were to be taken. I only 
know that I gave it. 


"Om the other hand I don't recall any more to heave is- 
sued an order to shoot all civilians. It is possible that 
I said to shoot suspicious civilians. 


"Wo questions were asked after my speech. We lined up 
within a few minutes thereafter. 


“Also to make my issuing of the order better wmderstood, 
I have also prepared a sketch of the place at which I gave 
the above order. 


"This drawing I have marked III, and attach it also to 
this statement. In it the legend is: 


1. My location during my speech and issuing of 
the order. 





2. Radic SPW of the company 
iy The assembled company 
The forester's house pictured on sketches I 
and II 


"I have made this statement wminfluenced, without force, 
threats or promises and I am prepared to repeat it before 
any court of justice. 


"I believe in God and I om aware of. the importance and 
Ganctity of the oath. I swear before God that this state- 
ment consisting of mine hanéwritten pages and three drawings 
also prepared by me, is the whole and pure truth ami con- 
sists of nothing but the truth. 


Heins TOMHARDT 
88 Obersturafuehrer 
March 6th 1916. 
Witness: 
Raphael SHUMACKER 
Capt. CMP. 


"Sworn to and subscribed before me this 6th day of March 
1946 at Schwabisch Hall Germany. 


Williem R. PERL 

lst Lt. M.I. 0-5551L9 
Investigator-Exeminer 
Wer Crimes Branch USFET" 


(Whereupon the statement was reed in German by the interpreter.) 


CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence a picture af- 
fidavit executed by Heins Tomhardt, bearing a photograph of Josef 
Diefenthal, and requests thet it be attached to the record and marked as 
Prosecution Exhibit No. P-20=B. 

DEFENSE: The Defense has no objection, end there is no necessity, 
as far as the Defense is concerned, of reading this into the record. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Is it agreed by the Defense that the photograph 
on this affidavit is a photograph of the accused Josef Diefenthal? 

DEFENSE: The Defense agrees. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered by the 
Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked Prosecution Ex~ 
hibit No. P-20=B. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked and received in evi- 


detce as Prosecution Exhibit Ho. P-20=B.) 
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Q Lieutenant Perl, during the course of your in- 
terrogation at I.P. #2 at Schwabisch Hall, Germany, did you have 
occasion to interrogate one Heinz Hendel? 

A Yes. 

Q Did Hendel make a statement or statements to you 

during the interrogation? 

A He made statements to m, 

Q In what form were these statements made? 

A Oral first, then in writing. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: I hand the reporter a statement 
and request that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit 21 for identi- 
fication. 

(Whereupon the document referred to war marked Prosecution 
Exhibit Number P-2] for identification by the reporter.) 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT, SHUMACKER CONTD, ): 

0 I hand you the statement that has been marked 
Prosecution Exhibit 21 for identification and ask you whether or 
not you know whose handwriting is on that statement and who signed 
it? 

I know, 

Who wrote it and who signed it? 

Heinz Hendel, 

Would you know Heinz Hendel if you saw him again? 

A Yes. 

Q Will you look at the defendants in the box to your 
left and state whether or not Heinz Hendel, who signed that 
statement is among those present? 

A He is. 


Q What number is Hendel wearing? 


9 
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22. 

CAPTAIN SHUM\CKER: Prosecution requests that the 
Court ask the defendant wearing the number 22 to stand, 

PRESIDENT: Number 22, stand. 


(Whereupon the accused wearing the number 22 stood up.) 


QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKHR CONTD. ): 

Q Did Hendel make that statement voluntarily? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you employ any duress or force to obtain said 
statement? 

A No, 

Q Did you make any promises or threats to Hendel to 
obtain this statement? 

A No. 

Q Was the statement signed by Hendel in your presence? 

Yes. 

Was the statement sworn to‘ 

Yes. 

Who administered the oath? 

I. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence, 
Prosecution Exhibit Number P-2] for identification, — 

INTERPRETER: Will you repeat that, please? 

(Whereupon the statement made by Captain Shumacker was 
repeated by the reporter.) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: (Continuing) -- request that 
it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit 
Number 21. 

LT. COL. DWINELL: Defense objects to the evidence 


on the grounds previously stated. 
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Fae oe | . PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. The 
exhibit offered by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence 
and will be marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-21. 
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence 
a true and correct English translation of its Exhibit P-21, re- 
quest that it be attached to the record and marked as Prosecutionts 


Exhibit P-21-A, 


DEFENSE COUNSEL: No objection on behalf of the De- 


PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit 
offered by the Prosecution will be admitted in evidence and will 
be marked Exhibit P-21-A. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was received in 
Evidence, marked Exhibit P-21-A, is attached hereto and made a 
part of the record.) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution requests permission 
to read its Exhibit P-21-A, 

PRESIDENT: Granted. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: (Reading) 


"I, Hauptscharfuehrer Heinz HENDEL being duly sworn, 
state the following: 


In the night of the 15th to the 16th December 1944 
I assembled my platoon after Obersturmfuehrer Heinz 
TOMHARDT finished his speech, and delivered to them a 
short address. 


At this I did not add anything of my own but merely 
repeated what Obersturmfuehrer TOMHARDT had already said, 
namely that it was not allowed to take prisoners and that 
panic and fright was to be spread by the members of my 
platoon and that the 2nd platoon had to distinguish itself 
in the fighting as well as in the execution of the order in 
regard to prisoners of war. 


In the night of the 16th to the 17th December 1944, our 
column had to stop. I know that our colum had to come to a 
halt in the vicinity of a village, immediately before we ex- 
pected enemy contact and that I dismounted to relieve myself. 


y 
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sally fls Polly Also a number of other members of my platoon dismounted. 
#33 - 5/20-4 At this occasion and because the contact with the enemy 
was imminent, I repeated the orders which I had already 
given before the takeoff from the forest near NEDDELSHEIM. 
I said, "Boys, now we get at the enemy, don't forget you 
must fight ruthlessly. No prisoners will be taken, Every- 
thing that comes in front of our barrels will be mowed dow. 
The second platoon has to distinguish itself". 


Amongst those I thus spoke to were Sturmmann STOCK, 
Sturmmann RUMPF, Sturmmann SONNABORN, my driver, Rotten- 
fuehrer Arvid FREIMUTH, and Unterscharfuehrer Oswald 
SIEGMUND. Unterscharfuehrer SIEGMUND didn't normally 
belong to my platoon but was attached and subordinated 
to me for the EIFEL offensive. Actually Unterschar- 
fuehrer SIEGMUND didn't belong to the combat unit and 
was only attached to me as punishment because he always 
dodged around in the rear, 


I have made this statement voluntarily and out of 
my own will, uninfluenced by force, threats, or harsh 
treatment and uninfluenced by promises of any kind. 


I swear before God that this statement is true and 
am prepared to repeat same before any court under oath. 


Heinz HENDEL 
SS Hauptscharfuehrer 
4 April 1946 
Witnessed 
RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt. CP 
Sworn to and subscribed to before me this 4th day 
of April 1946, at Schwaebisch Hall, Germany 
WILLIAM R PERL 
lst LU. M.I. 0-555149 
Investigator-Examiner 
WeB. USFET" 
INTERPRETER ACKERMANN: Sir, I can hardly read this 
handwriting. 
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, Mr. Thon has 
been sworn as an interpreter. He says he can read it. 


(Whereupon the interpreter Harry Thon read the 


document in the German language.) 


QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER CONTD. ) 


Q On the next day did you take another statement from 


the same man, Heinz Hendel? 
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CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: I hand the reporter an instru- 
ment and request that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit 22. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked 
Prosecution Exhibit No. 22 for identification by. the reporter.) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER CONTD. ): 

Q I hand you Prosecution's Exhibit marked P-22 for 
identification and ask you if you know whose handwriting it is 
and who signed it? 

A Yes, I know. 


Who wrote it and who signed it? 


Q 
A Heinz Hendel. 
fa} 


Is that the same Heinz Hendel you previously identi- 
fied as wearing number 227 
A Yes. 
Q Was this statement made voluntarily? 
A Yes. 
Q Did you employ any force or harsh treatment to obtain 
that statement? 
A No. 
Q Did you make any threats or promises to Hendel to 
obtain the statement? 
A No, 
Q Was it signed by Hendel in your presence? 
Yes. 
Was the statement sworn to? 
Yes. 
Who administered the oath? 
I. 


CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence 
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or 3; Sige the exhibit that has been marked P-22 for identification, request 
that it be attached to the record and marked as Prosecution's 
Exhibit Number 22. 

LT, COL. DWINELL: Defense objects to the evidence on 
the grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: Objection overruled. The exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit P-22. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
marked and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution 
Exhibit No. 22, is attached hereto and made a part of the record. ) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence a 
true and correct English translation of its Exhibit p-22, request 
that it be attached to the record and marked as Prosecution's 
Exhibit Number Pp-22-A. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No objection on behalf of the Defense. 

PRESIDENT: ‘There being no objection, the exhibit of- 
fered by*the Prosecution will be admitted into evidence and will be 
marked Exhibit P-22-A. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously 
makred and identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution 
Exhibit No. P-22-A, is attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Presecution requests permission to 
read its Exhibit P-22-A. 

PRESIDENT: Permission granted, 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: (Reading): "I, Hauptscharfuehrer, 

Heinz Hendel, being duly sworn, state the following: 

1. In May 1934, I voluntarily joined the"Allgemeine ss". From 
the year 1934 until the year 1935 I belonged to the Special 
Command of SACHSEN, and in the year 1935, I was transferred to 
the Totenkopfverbande to which I belonged until February 1942. 
From 1935 until 1940 I was with the Totenkopfverbande in the 
Concentration camp SACHSENHAUSEN and ORANIENBURG. 


My rank was Scharfuehrer. Scharfuehrer conforms to the 
hmerican s/set. ‘The greatest part the time I spent 
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Sally fls Polly in the concentration camp as a rd, 
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In the zea 1942 I was transferred to the Waffen 
SS, that is, I cam to the LSSAH. 


During the EIFEL offensive in December 1944 and 
January 1945 I belonged to the 11th company IJIrd (3.gep) 
Armored Battalion, 2nd Panzer Grenadier Regiment, "LSSAH", 
that is, I was platoon leader of the 2nd Platoon in the 
company mentioned. 


2. In the night of the 15th to the 16th December 
1944, the company commander of the llth Company, Ober- 
sturmfuehrer Heinz TOMHARD, delivered a speech to the 
assembled llth company in a forest in the vicinity of 
STETTERSHEIM, In this speech Obersturmfuehrer TOMHARD 
brought out among other things that we had to fight 
ruthlessly and that we had to spread among the enemy 
panic and fright and that no prisoners should be taken. 
Hereby he also said that we should make plenty of 'RABATZ! 
when driving through the villages and that we should shoot 
at everything. Rabatz is an expression of the sS lingo 
and means fun, which consists of destroying plenty and to 
bump off many people. 


Inmediately upon Obersturmfuehrer Heinz TOMHARD 
finishing his speech, I assembled my 2nd Platoon near 
our vehicles and I incited the men of my platoon to 
especially distinguish themselves in the execution of 
this order. I no longer know the wording of my speech, 
but its contents were that the 2nd Platoon must fight 
especially ruthlessly and I repeated hereby that the 2nd 
Platoon had to especially distinguish itself also in the 
spreading of fright and terror among the enemy. Also I 
repeated that it was our duty to make Rabatz. 


3. Imthe following night, as well as in the night 
from the 16th to the 17th December 1944, we came closer 
towards the enemy. Just before we encountered the enemy 
or expected to encounter him - I believe it was in the 
vicinity of LOSHEIM - our column was required to stop 
for reasons I no longer recall; most of the men of my 
platoon dismounted at this time, either to relieve them- 
selves or to stretch their limbs. Hereby, I dismounted 
also. While I stood there near my SPW, surrounded by my 
men, I gave them another short inflammatory indoctrination 
on account of the imminent contact with the enemy. I said, 
‘Boys, now we are closing on the enemy; do not forget 
you must fight ruthlessly. No prisoners will be taken. 
Everything which shows itself before our barrels will be 

bumped off, because the 2nd Platoon must distinguish it- 
selft. Among those to whom I spoke thus were: Sturmmann 
STOCK, Sturmmann RUVPF, Sturmmann SONNEBORN, my driver, 
Rottenfuehrer FREIMUTH and Unterscharfuehrer Oswald 
STEGMUND, all of my platoon. Unterscharfuehrer SIZGMUND 
normally did not belong to my platoon. However, he was 
assigned under my command to me for the SIFEL offensive. 
Unterscharfuehrer SIEGMUND really did not belong to the 
combat unit and was only punitively put under my command 
and assigned to m because he always dodged around in the 
rear areas. 


I prepared two sketches which I marked A and Be 





sally fls Polly Sketch A shows the locality of my first speech which 

#33 - 5/20-8 I delivered immediately following the speech of my 
Company Commander, Obersturmfuehrer TOMHARD. The 
The numbers indicate: 1. Direction arrow which in- 
dicates the direction of STETTERSHEIM, 2. Wide wood 
path, 3. Narrow wood path, 4. SPW's of my Platoon, 
5. Fire, 6. men of my platoon, Sketch B shows the 
road to LOSHEIM on which stood our colum whan I de- 
livered the second speech to my men, The numbers in- 
dicate: 1, Direction to LOSHEIM, 2. Street, 3. SPW 
of the 10th company which stood in front of m, 4. My 
SPW, 5, SPW of Unterscharfuehrer PREUSS, 6. Men of my 
platoon. 


I made this statement voluntarily and of my om 
will, uninfluenced by coercion, threats or harsh treat- 
ment and uninfluenced by promises of any kind. 


I swear before God that the statements which I 
made in this deposition are true, and I am prepared to 
repeat same under oath before any court, 


(signed) Heinz HENDEL 
SS Hauptscharfuehrer 
5 April 1946 


Witnessed: 
RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt. CMP. 


Sworn to and subscribed to before me this 
fifth of April 1946 at schwabisch Hall, Germany. 


William R. Perl 
lst Lt. M.I. 0-555149 
Inve stivator-Examiner 
War Crimes Branch 
USFET" 
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, I suggest that 
Mr. Thon read this statement also. 


(Whereupon the document was read in the German language 


by Interpreter Harry Thon. ) 





PROSECUTION: (Captain SHUMACKER):The Prosecution offers in 
#34, 


evidence three Picture Affidavits executed by Heinz Hendel bearing the 
20.8.1 


photographs of TOMHARDT,STOCK, and SIEGMUND and request that they be 
attached to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibits P~22-B,C,D,res- 
pectively. 

DEFENSE: On behalf of the Defense there is no objection to 
the entries and there is no necessity for reading these. 

PROSECUTION: It is agreed that the affidavits bear the photo- 
graphs of the accused TOMHARDT, STOCK and SIRGMIND respectively ? 

DEFENSE: It is so agreed. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the Exhibits offered 
by the Prosecution are admitted into evidence and will be marked Pros- 
exution's Exhibits P-22-B,C,D, respectively. 

(Whereupon the documents referred to having been previously marked and 
identified were received in evidence as Prosecution's Exhibits P-22-B,C, 
and D andare attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

DEFENSE: Dr Hertkorn who represents the accused Hendel des- 
ires to interrogate the witness at this time. 


RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (Dr HERTKORN) 


Q Lieutenant, do you know who took Hendel to his cell ? 


No. 


Yes. 


A 
Q Did you see just as he was: being taken to his cell ? 
A 


Q Was that by a soldier of the United States Army or some 
other Army ? 
A He was brought in by a member of the Polish Guard Unit. 
Did you enter the room = the cell - yourself later on 7? 
What 


2 Several minutes, or a short time later, so you could start 
your interrogation ? 
A When Hendel was brought into the cell I was there alre: 


Yes 1 


I interrogated h: nd had his 2nd shorter’statement signed, then 


(Perl- recross) 
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Q During some other interrogation was there a difference in 
time between the instant Hendel was brought in to the room and the 
time you appeared ? 

A It might have been the second time = I do not recall. 

Q What condition was it you found Hendel in when you then 
entered that cell ? 

A I do not remember whether at the second statement Hendel 
was brought into the cell I was there already or whether he was there 
when I entered. 

Q Did you at any time find Hendel in the cell while he was 
not standing up ? 

A I do not remember - he might have been sitting. 

Q Do you remember, Lieutenant, at any time when the one time 
SS Officer Kram was dictating ? 

A Yes. 

Q What were the reasons why Kramm was used for dictation ? 

A The first statement was taken rather late in the after- 
noon and dictated by me personally after I had told him it is his 
statement and he should say if I dictated something which is not right. 
I could not go into some of the details this evening because we had to 
quit work. The next morning I called Hendel again and I called Kramn 
too. Kram was a perfect German stenographer and had saved me the time 
to wait there until he had wrote it all dow. 

Q Was it usual in other cases that dictation was done by 
American personnel ? 

PROSECUTION: I object to that question we are not involv- 
ed in other cases - we are dealing with these two particular statements. 
PRESIDENT: Objection over-ruled. 

A Never was any statement taken by any American personnel 

in German shorthand. Kramm was the only person available in the whole 


house who knew German shorthand that we knew about. I remember I once 


. =6 
(Perl- rscross) sou 





# 34 20, 8.3. 


asked the accused Fischer whether he knew shorthand because I had 
heard something about this - that he knew shorthand but we could not 
use him because either he did not know it or that his shorthand was 
too poor. 

Q lieutenant, Hendel claims that during the interrogation 
he was told that the loop was getting tighter around his neck and 
that he would be hanged next morning ? 

A This was not told to him during the whole of the inter- 


rogation which was very easy and he was obviously very happy about 


it and we told him we interrogated him to see whether he had shot 


himself. 

Q Were you present when Kramm took down the dictation from 
Hendel ? 

A I dictated to Kramm in Hendel's presence the statement. 

Q Is it true - did he at that occasion - did Hendel state 
that some of the terminology and words in this statement were not 
correct ? 

A I remember on several occasions he wanted to change 
certain words in the dictation and in all those cases the changes 
were made. 

DEFENSE: No further questions. 

PROSECUTION: (Captain SHUMACKER): No redirect. 

PRESIDENT: No questions by the Court. Witness excused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and resumed his seat at the 
prosecution table.) 

PROSECUTION: (Captain SHUMACKER). The Prosecution desires 
to recall Morris Elowitz. 

MORRIS ELOWITZ, a witness for the Prosecution was recalled, 
reminded that he was still under oath, and testified through an inter- 
preter as follows: 

RE DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION(Captain SHUMACKER): 
(Elowitz -redirect) 060 





# 3h. Q Are you the same Morris Elowitz who has previously 
20. S.h. testified in this case ? 
A Yes 
Q Dur ing the course of your interrogations at I P #2 
at Schwabisch Hall, Germany did you have occasion to interrogate 
one Herbert Stock ? 
A Yes. 


Did he make a statement to you during that interrogation? 


In what form was that statement made ? 


Q 
A He did. 
Q 
A 


He first made an oral statement:on the basis of the 
information he gave me we dictated the information - assembled the 
information and he wrote the statement. 

PROSECUTION: The Prosecution now hands the reporter an 
instrument and requests that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit P-23 
for identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution's Exhibit 
P-23 for identification by the Reporter.) 

Q Would you know him, Herbert Stock, if you saw him again ? 

A Yes 

Q Will you look at the Defendants in the box on your left 
and state whether or not he is among those present ? 

A He is. 

What number is he wearing ? 

Noe 6h. 

PROSECUTION:(Captain SHUMACKER) Request, may it please 
the court, that number 6, stand up. 

PRESIDENT: Number 6), stand up. 

(Whereupon the Accused bearing Number 6), stood up for identification 
by witness). 

Q I now hand you Prosecution's Exhibit P-23 which has been 
marked for identification and ask you to state whether or not you 


(Elowitz-redirect) 





know whose handwriting it is, and who signed that statement ? 


A It is written and signed by Herbert Stock. 


Was that statement signed in your presence ? 


Yes 

Was the statement sworn to ? 
Yes ‘ 

Who administered the oath ? 
ist Lt. William R Ferl. 


Was any force or duress used to obtain this statement ? 


> © PrP © Fr 2 PF 


Noe 
Was the statement voluntary 7? 
It was. 
Q Did you make any threats or promises to Stock to obtain 
this statement ? 
A No. 

PROSECUTION: (Captain SHUMACKER) The Prosecution offers 
in evidence the instrument which has been marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit P-23 for identification and request that it be admitted in 
evidence, attached to the record and marked Prosecution's Exhibit 
P-23. 

DEFENSE:(Col DWINELL). We object on the grounds prev- 
iously stated. 

PRESIDENT: Objection over-ruled. The Exhibit offered 
by the frosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit P-23) 

(Whereupon the document referred to having been previously marked and 
identified was received in evidence as Prosecution's Exhibit P-23 and 
is attached hereto and made part of the record.) 

PROSECUTION: (Captain SHUMACKER) The Prosecution offers in 
evidence a-truo and correct English translation. of its Exhibit P-23 


and réquests that it be received in Evidence and marked Prosecution's 


(Elowitz -redirect) 





#34, 
20. S. 6. 


Exhibit P-23-A. 
DEFENSE: No objection on the part of the Defense. 
PRESIDENT: There being no objection the Exhibit offered 


by the Prosecution, is admitted into evidence and will be marked 
Prosecution's Exhibit P-23-A. 


(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously marked 


and received in evidence as Prosecution's Exhibit P-23-A is attached 
hereto and made a part of the record.) 
PROSECUTION: (Captain SHUMACKER). The Prosecution requests 
permission to read Prosecution's Exhibit P-23-A to the Court. 
PRESIDENT: Granted. 
(Whereupon Prosecution's Exhibit P-23-A was read to the Court in the 
English language, as follows). 


" I Herbert Stock, SS Sturmmann, having been duly 
sworn, make the following statement under oath as an 
addition to my statement dated the 15th of March 196: 


In my statement of the 15th of March 196, I des- 
eribed the speech which our company commander Tomhart 
delivered to us in the night of the 15th of December 19). 
Imnediately after the company commander's speech Haupt- 
scharfuehrer Heinz Hendel, platoon leader of the 2nd 
platoon, called his platoon together and delivered a short 
speech. Hauptscharfuehrer Hendel spde of the same things 
as our company commander. He spoke as follows: 


“Men you all have heard the speech of the 
Company commander. You are not allowed to forget 
that he told us. It is necessary that we fight 
ruthlessly in this offensive. All that comes before 
our barrels will be shot. Prisoners of war will be 
shot. In this offensive plenty of 'Rabatz' will be 
made, and all that shows itself in the streets and 
in the windows will be shot." 

I know that the expression 'Rabatz' is used in the 
fight by us SS soldiers and means that everybody is free 
to have as mch fun as he wants to in shooting at every- 
thing - at property, civilians and prisoners of war. 


Between 3 and 3.30 hours in the morningof the 17th 
December 19), before our company came to Losheim, Haupt- 
scharf,Hendel spoke again to the 2nd platoon. He spoke 
as follows: 

"This morning we shall meet with the enemy. 
You know what I have told you before. You mst 
advance ruthlessly, shoot prisoners of war the 
Same way as you would shoot soldiers who fight 
against us. Phere will be plenty of 'Rabatz'for 


(Elowitz-redirect) 363 





everybody." 


Immediately after the speech of Hauptscharfuehrer 
Hendel, our company came to Losheim, 


I mike this statement consisting of 3 pages volunt- 
arily, without force, menace, or promises of reward, 


(signed) Herbert Stock 
Sturmmann 
9 April 19146 
Sworn to and subscribed to before 
me this 9th April 1946 at Schwabisch 
Hall, Germany. 

William R Perl, 

Ist Lt.M.I.-0-5551h9 

Investigator—Examiner 

W.C.B. USFET. 

(Whereupon the above statement was read to the Court in the German 
language by the interpreter.) 

PROSECUTION: (Captain SHUMACKER): The Prosecution offers 
in evidence picture affidavit executed by Herbert Stock bearing the 
photograph of Heinz Hendel, and request that it be attached to the 
record and admitted in evidence as Prosecution's Exhibit P-23-p, 

I believe it is agreed that 
the photograph thereon is a Photograph of the accused Heinz Hendel. 

DEFENSE: No objection on the part of the Defense and 
there is no necessity for reading same. It is agreed that it is a 
Photograph of Heinz Hendel. 

PROSECUTION: Of the accused Hendel 7? 

DEFENSE: Yes. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the Exhibit offered 
by the Prosecution is admitted into evidence and will be marked 
Prosecution'sExhibit P-23-B, 

(Whereupon the document referred to having been marked and identified 
was received in evidence as Prosecu tion's Exhibit P-23-B; is attached 
hereto and made a part of the record.) 


DEFENSE:(Captain NARVID). At this time the Defense moves 


to strike the testimony, all evidence, and Exhibit P-23 on the grounds 


that it is purely self-serving. It is what purports to be a confession 


(Elowitz-redirect) 


3b4 
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but is, in fact, no confession at all since the accused Herbert 


Stock does not make any admission against interest - thus it is 
not an admission against self interest: it purely involves another 
accused, and this is against the principle enunciated and I quote 
from paragraph 93 of “American Jurisprudence" : " The voluntary 
confession of a co-defendant or co-conspirator made after the comm- 
ission of a crime or termination of the conspiracy cannot be 
admitted against other defendants when such a confession was not 
made in their presence and assented to by them, even though the 
several defendants are not tried jointly. " } In this case this 
is even more applicable since what purports to be a confession,is 
no confession at all. 

IAW MEMBER: There being no objection by any member of 
the Court, the Lawmember will make the ruling: The Defense is 
again referring to a statement - thereby Prosecution's Exhibit P-23 
as being a confessione This Court has already ruled with respect 
to the admission of statements of this type. A statement properly 
presented and having bearing upon any of the issues in this case 
will be admitted in evidence by this Court and such probative value 


will be placed upon it as the Court deems fit. The motion is denied. 


DEFENSE: No interrogation. 
PRESIDENT: No questions by the Court - witness excused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew and resumed his seat 
at the Prosecution table.) 
: The Court will adjourn until 0830 hours tomorrow, 


(Whereupon the Court at 1700 hours adjourned.) 


(Elowitz-redirect) 





35,5/21,8p 


MORNING SESSION 
(Thereupon the Court reconvened at 0830 hours, May 21, 1916.) 

PRESIDENT: Court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show 
that all members of the Court, ell members of the prosecution, 
all members of the defense counsel, all of the defendants and 
reporter are present. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Call the witness Heinrich. At this 
time the prosecution does not contemplate recalling this witness. 

GUNTHER HEINRICH, called as a witness for the prosecution, 
being first duly sworn, testified through an interpreter as 


follows: 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT, SHUMACKER) 
What is your name? 
Heinrich. 
Your first name? 
A Gunther. 
Q What grade or rank did you hold during the Eifel 
offensive in December 19); and UVanuary 191,57 
I was corporal and medic in the first company. 
Did you say the first company? 
llth company. 
Are you now a prisoner of war of the United States? 
Yes. 
Q Will the witness please talk out loud so everybody in 
the courtroom can hear you. 
A Yes. 


(Heinrich - Direct) 





Q Where are you being held in custody? 

a I am in custody in Dachau. 

Q Did you participate in the Bifel offensive of the German 
Army in December 19), and January 191,57 

A Yes. 

Q When you say the 11th company, do you mean the 11th 
Panser Grenadier Company? 

A Yes. 

What battalion? 


What division? 


Q 
a Third battalion, second regiment. 
Q 
A 


First Panser Division, LSSAH. 
Q Who was your company commander at the time of the Eifel 
offensive? 
First Lieutenant Tomhardt. 
Do you remember his first name? 
Heinsg. 
Who was your platoon leader? 
Master Sergeant Hendel. 
What was his first name? 
Hans Willi. 
Q Would you know your former company commander if you 
saw him again? 
A Yes. 
Q Will you look at the defendants in the box to your left 
and state whether or not Tomhardt is anong those present? 
Yes. 
What number is he wearing? 
Can I get up so I can see? 
Surely. 
67. 


(Heinrich - Direct) 





PRESIDENT: Wumber 67, stend up. Sit dow. 
Q Will you know your former platoon leader, Hans Hendel 
if you saw him again? 
A Yes. 
Q Will you look at the defendants in the box to your left 
and state whether or not Hendel was mong those present. 
A No. 
Q Will the witness look at each accused starting at the 
bottom row and go all the way down and take row by row. 
A Yes. 
Do you see Hendel among the defendants? 


Yes. 


Q 
A 
Q What number is he wearing? 
A 


22. 
PRESIDENT: Number 22 stand. Sit down. 
On what date did the Eifel offensive begin? 
December 16th, 19). 
Was there any meeting of the llth company held shortly 
the offensive began? 
Yes. 
Did you attend this meeting? 
Yes. 
Who spoke at this meeting? 
First Lieutenant Tomhardt made a speech at this occasion. 
Is that the sane Tomhardt whom you have just identified 
as wearing number 67? 
A Yes. 
Q Can you give the substance of what Tomhardt said on 
that occasion? 
A Yes. 
Q Will you do so. 


(Heinrich - Direct) 





A It was in the hours of the evening from the 16th to 17th of 
December. It might have been 1 o'olock.. We were called together 
to the headquarters tank of the llth company and a speech was 
made te us. In this speech it was said that we were about to 
attack, that this action would be deciding our victory, that there 
was no need of us worrying because everything was well organized, 
that we would have air support, that it was not permitted to teke 
prisoners of war, end that civilians would be shot. 


Q Now, when was this meeting held? 


A At the night of the 16th to the 17th of December at 


about midnight or 1 o'clock. 
Where was this meeting held? 
In the Blankenheim forest. 
On what date did you say the offensive began? 
On the 16th. 
Now, if the offensive began on the 16th was your company 
still in the woods on the night of the 16th to the 17th? 
A That was an error of mine. The speech was made from the 
15th to the 16th at night. 
Q Was there ever any meeting held shortly before the 
offensive began of the second platoon? 
A We didn't have a real meeting, but after the speech 
we wore dismissed and several men in the second platoon were 
still together. 
Q Did anyone talk to those men of the second platoon who 
were assembled? 
A Yes. 
Q Who? 
A Master Sergeant Hendel. 
Q What in substance did Hendel say on that occasion? 


(Heinrich - Direct) 





A Hendel emphasised that the second platoon was to dis- 
tinguish itself particularly, especially that we were to excel in 
knocking out tanks, that no prisoners were to be teken and that 
civilians were to be shot at. That is, real robots were to be 
made, 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, there is a correction 
on the translation there. I believe it should have been no 
prisoners must be taken. 


PRESIDENT: Read the record end let's find out. 


(Whereupon the reporter read the answer as requested.) 


CAPT. SHUMACKER: Prosecution is satisfied with the 
translation. 

PRESIDENT: Is that satisfactory to the defense? 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Perfectly satisfactory. 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT. SHUMACKER) (Contd) 

Q What was it that Hendel said about robots? 

A He said that there was to be plenty of robots and by that 
word robots, it is meant that one was to shoot without any inhi- 
bitions and destroy everything in sight. 

Q Did Hendel later on talk to the men of the second platoon 
or any of the men of the second platoon? 

A Yes, that was in the Losheim forest. 

And when was this? 
That was on December 16, 19). 
Was that in the day time or night time? 
That was in the early morning hours. 
And what did Hendel say on that occasion? 
The substance of his speech was just about the same 

es it hed been in the Blaenkenheim forest. 

Q This Hendel who talked on these two occasions, is that 


(Heimrich - Direct) 





the seme man who you have identified among the accused as wearing 
number 22? 
A Yes. 


CAPT. SHUMACKER: Your witness. 


CROSS EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT. COL. DWIWELL) 

Q You said that Tomhardt made a speech on the evening of 
the 15th in which he said that many preparations had been made 
for the offensive, is that correct? 

A Yes. 

Q How long did this speech last? 

A It might have lasted about 20 minutes. 

Q Were thore any other meetings of the company prior to the 
meeting that you have just spoken about? 

A I can't say that because I was not able to leave the 
company area. 

Q Well, did Lt. Tomhardt have a meeting on the llth of December? 

I wouldn't remember. 


Did he have a meeting on the 13th of December? 


Well, on the 15th of December did he only have one meeting? 


That was at night time. He had one meeting then, yes. 


A 
Q 
A No. 
Q 
A 
Q 


Therefore, there was only one meeting on the 15th at 
which the preparations for the offensive were discussed, is 


that right? 


i , 


Q 


Yes. 


Just prior to the offensive how many meetings did you 


attend at which preparations for the offensive were discussed? 


A 


I was present at one mesting which was together with 


my company with lst Lt. Tomhardt. 


(Heinrich - Cross) 
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Q When did that meeting teke place? 


A =‘: That was about midnight between the 15th and 16th of 


Deceaber. 
QUESTIONS BY DEFEWSE (CAPT. NARVID) 

Q Who was your ool] mate in Schwaebisch Hall? 

A I was in the same cell with a man need Piper from the 
armored regiment for the last eight days. 

Q Was Tomosek ever in your cell? 

A I was together with him for two days. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: If the Court please, we object to this 
line of cross exemination. It does not bear on any of the evidence 
brought out in direct. 

- CAPT. NARVID: Subject to connection if the Court please. 
I shall connect it right away. 

PRESIDENT: Objection overruled. 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (CAPT NARVID CONTD) 

Q Do you recall making a statement to Tomcsak that you 
never received any order from Hendel to shoot prisoners of war? 

A No. 

Q How many times were you interrogated in Schwaebisch Hall? 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: If the Court please, we object to that 
question. It's probably irrelevant and incompetent. 

PRESIDENT: Objection sustained. 

QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (CAPT NARVID CONTD) 

Q Prior to the time that you made a written statement in 
Schwaebisch Hall, were you shown the statements of Tomhardt and 
Hendel? 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: If the Court please, we object to 
that statement. What this witness was shown before he made any 
statement is immaterial and incompetent in this case. He is 
testifying from the witness stand and he may be cross examined 


(Heinrich - Cross) 





to what he is testifying to now before this Court not as to any 
statement he previously made. 

PRESIDENT: Objection is sustained. 
QUESTIONS’ BY DEFENSE (CAPT NARVID CONTD) 

Q You were never particularly friendly with Hendel, were you? 

A We got along well. 

Q Well, isn't it a fact on the th of April you told 
Godicke, Friedrichs and Rau in Schwaebisch Hall that you have to 
settle an account with Hendel? 

A No. 

CAPT. WARVID: That is all. 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (DR. HERTKORN) 

Q Do you know that Hendel met American medical trucks 
already at St. Vith? 

A I don't remember the exact neme of the place any more, 
but it is true that at a cross roads next to a forest we did meet 
Americen embulances end I was in the vehicle of Master Sergeant 
Hendel at the time. 

Q Were these smbulences still held by American soldiers? 


Yes. 


A 
Q What happened to these ambulances by order of Hendel? 
A 


I don't know that. All I can ssy is that these ambulances 
were stopped. It was like this, that our tank formation had gotten 
out of control end that we didn't know where we were going exactly, 
so that we passed by these ambulances but what happened to them 
or if anything happened to them, I can't say. 

Q Were the crews taken out of those ambulances? 

No, I didn't see that. 


Did you see those ambulances driven off towards the 


They were standing there and then they drove along a 


(Heinrich - Cross) 





little bit towards the front’and them we drove off in the opposite 
direction and took the position in the forest. 

Q Did you hear Hendel issue any inatructions concerning 
those ambulances? 

A Wo. , 

Q One other question. Did you drive across the cross roads 
south of Malmedy together with Hendel -- that is, the cross roads 
in question here 

A Yes. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: If the Court please, we object to any 


examination of this witness as to what he saw or did at the cross 


roads. That has not been brought out on direct examination and we 
, 


think it improper at this time. If the Court please further, if 
after the prosecution has introduced its proof in chief and the 
defense wants to recall this witness for cross examination on 
what happened there, they will have the opportunity to do so at 
that time. 

PRESIDENT: Will the defense counsel state the purpose of 
this line of questioning at this time. 

DR. HERTKORN: The cross examination was intended to show 
whether or not Hendel was touched by the accusations brought up 
against him in the charge sheet. I shall withdraw the question 
until the prosecution will bring up this question. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: No further cross examination. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: No redirect. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 

There appear to be none. The witness is excused. 


(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 


(Heinrich - Cross) 





CAPT. SHUMACKER: We call the witness Pluschke. 


WILHELM PLUSCHKE, called as a witness for the Prosecution, was 


Sworn and 


QUESTIONS 


Q 
a 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
a 
a 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Q 
Grenadier 

A 

Q 

"'« 


testified through en interpreter as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker): 
What is your neme? 
Wilhelm Pluschke. 
What was your grade or rank during the Eifel offensive in 
1944, end January, 19457 
Unterscharfuehrer (Sgt.). 
What unit were you in at that time? 
12th Company, 2nd Panser Grenadier Regiment, Leidstandarte. 
Leidstandarte Adolf Hitler? 
Yes. 
Who was your battalion commander at that time? 
Sturmbannfuehrer (Major) Diefenthal. , 
Who was your company commander? 
Heuptsturmfuehrer (M/Sgt.) Thiele. 
Are you now a prisoner of war of the United States? 
I didn't understand the question. 
Are you now a prisomr of war of the United States? 
Yes. 
Where are you being held in custody? 
In Dachau. 
On what date did the offensive begin -- the Eifel offensive? 
December 15, 19). 
Was there any meeting of your company -- the 12th Panzer 
Company -- shortly before the offensive began? 
Yes. 
Did you attend that meeting? 


Yes, 


(Wilhelm Pluschke - Direct) 





Who spoke, if anyone, at that meoting? 

My company commander, M/Sgt. Thiele. 

Will you please speek loud enough so that all the accused, 
all members of the Court, all comsel, end everyone in the courtroen 
een hear you? 

Aa Yes. 
Wow, who did you say spoke at this meeting? 
My company commander, M/Sgt. Thiele. , 
Who attended the meeting? 
The whole company. 
Were the platoon leaders present? 
Yes. 
Who were the platoon leaders? 


T/agt. Feldvoss, T/agt. Pfalzer, and T/8gt. Breidruck. 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
a 
Q 
A 
Q 


What about Oberscharfuehrer Voigh? 


- 


Oberscharfuehrer (1/Sgt.) Voigt was the headquarters troop 
leader of the company. 

Q Was he there, too? 

a Yes. 

Q Do you remember the substance of what Thiele said on that 
occasion? 

A IT can remember the substance, yes. 

Q Will you state the substance to the Court? 

A Yes. He spoke as follows: This action would make the deci- 
sion for Germany. We were to remember our destroyed cities, our wives 
and children, and if we did that we would surely know what to do when 
we captured Americans. We should keep up the spirit of the Leidstandarte 
and should prefer to die in action, rather than retreat. 

CAPT, SHUMACKER: Your witness. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt. Col. Dwinell): 


Q There were several meetings ef the 12th Cempany prior to the 
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offensive. Isn't that a fact? 
To my knowledge, there were two. 
What was said at the first meoting? 
The substance of these two speeches was, in general, the same. 
How long did the first meeting last? 
I can't remember that any more. 
How long did the second meeting last? 
Maybe about twenty minutes. 
Q You said that at one of the meetings Thiele said that this 
action would make the decision for Germany. Is that right? 
A Yes. 
Q At which meeting was thet statement made, the first meeting 
or the second one? 
A I think at the first one. 
Q Therefore, this was a very important offensive, was it not? 
A Yes. 
Q And you sey that, in preparation for the offensive, the com= 
peny commander had only two meetings? 
A Yes. He made two speeches to the company et these occasions. 
Q What was the date of the first meeting? 
A I think on the 13 th or lth of December, 19]. 
Q In addition to what would be done with prisoners, what other 
matters were taken up at the meeting? 
A I have already given you the contents of this speech, snd 
that was most of what there was to it. 
Q Was there anything said at the meeting about the part in the 
offensive that the infantry would play? 
A Noe 
Q Was enything said at the meeting about the part that the pera- 
troopers would play in the offensive? 


A No, not that, either, 


(Wilhelm Pluschke - Cross) 3i7 





Was anything said about supply of gasoline? 
I oen't remember hearing anything about that. 
Was anything said about the route of march? 
That might be possible, 
Q Was there enything said about the objective to be taken in 
the offensive? 
a The goal of the offensive was ennounced, and as far as I cen 
remember they were supposed to be the bridges across the Meuse. 
Q And how did Thiele express that in his speech? How did he 
exactly express that? 
a I don't reneuber that any more. 
Q But you do remember very clearly what he said about prisoners? 
a Yes. 
DEFENSE: Dr. Wielend, for German counsel, would like to ask a 
question. 
QUESTIONS BY DR. WIELAND: 
Q Did your unit take any prisoners? 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: If the Court please, we object to that line of 
questioning et this time. 
PRESIDENT: Objection is sustained. 
QUESTIONS BY DR. RAU: 
Q Were you oriented about the treatment of prisoners of war 
during your basic training? 
A I was oriented in my basic training. 
In which manner? 
In the usual menner of instruction. 
Will you explain the contents of this instruction to us? 
It has been too long for me to remember. 
Q Did you go through a cycle of instruction es a noncommissioned 
officer candidate? 


A Yes. 


(Wilhelm Plusclie - Cross) 





Q Were you criented about the treatment of prisoners of war 
during thet cycle of instruction? 


A =I don't remember that any more. 


Q@ What did you yourself do to counteract the order which you 


Gay was given to the effect that prisoners of war were to be shot? 

a There was nothing I could do to counteract it. 

Couldn't you object? 

Wo. 

Why not? 

That was not within my power. 

DEFENSE: Wothing further. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Wo redirect. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 

There eppear to be none. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the withess was excused end withdrew. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution wants to recall the witness 
Morris Elowits. 

MORRIS ELOWITZ, recalled as a witness for the Prosecution, testi- 
fied further through an interpreter as follows: 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker); 

Q Mr. Elowitsz, you are reminded that you are still under oath. 

A Yos. 

Q Are you the seme Morris Elowits who previously testified in 
this case? 

A Yes. 

Q During the course of your interrogations at IP No. 2, 
Schwabisch Hall, Germany, did you have occasion to question one Axel 
Rodenburg? 

A Yes. 

Q Would you know Rodenburg if you saw him again? 


A Yes. 


(Elowits - Redirect) 





What company was Rodenburg in? 

12th Company of the 2nd Panser Grenadier Regiment. 

That is as of the time of the Bifel offensive? 

That is what he told me. 

Would you leek at the defendants in the box to your left and 
state whether or not the Axel Rodenburg you refer to is among those 
present. 

4 Yes, he is. 

qa What number is he wearing? 

aA 53. 

PRESIDENT: 53 stand up. <= Sit down. 

Q In the course of yow interrogations of Rodenburg, did he 
make a statement to you? 

a Yes. 

Q In what form was this statement made? 

a He at first made an oral statement, and I dictated it back 
to him and he wrote it dom. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: I hand the reporter an instrument and request 
that it be marked Prosecution Exhibit Wo. Pe2h for Identification. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Prosecution Exhibit 
Wo. Pe, for Identification by the reporter.) 

Q I hand you this statement, which has been marked Prosecution 
Exhibit Wo. P-2, for Identification, and ask you to state whether or not 
you know whose handwriting it is and who signed it. 

It is written and signed by Axel Rodenburg. 

Was that statement signed in your presence? 

Yes. 

Was the statement sworn to? 

Yes. 

Who administered the oath? 


Capt. Raphael Shumacker. 


(Blowits - Redirect) 980 





Q Was the statement made voluntarily? 

A= Yes. 

Q Did you employ any force or harsh treatment to obtain that 
statement? 

a Woe. 

Q Did you make any promises or threats to Rodenburg to obtain 
that statement? 

a Wo. 

Q Is the Rodenburg who signed this statement the same man you 
just identified as sitting in the defendents' box, wearing no. 53? 

a Yes. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence this state- 
ment marked Prosecution Exhibit Wo. P=2l, for Identification end requests 
that it be attached to the record and marked as Prosecution Exhibit No. 
Pe2h. 

LT. COL. DWIWELL: The Defense objects to the evidence on the 
grounds previously stated. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is overruled. The exhibit offered by 
the Prosecution will be admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecu- 
tion Exhibit No. P-2h. 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previously marked 
end identified, was received in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit Wo. Pel, 
Qd is attached hereto ani made a part of the record.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence a true and 
correct English trenslation of its Exhibit No. P=2l; and requests that it 
be attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit No. P-2l-sA. 

DEFENSE: There is no objection on behalf of the Defense. 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered by the 
Prosecution will be admitted in evidence and will be marked Prosecution 
Exhibit No. P-2hes, 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked and received in evi- 


dence as Prosecution Exhibit Wo. P-2h<A.) 


(Blowits = Redirect) 381 





CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution requests permission to read its 
Prosecution Exhibit No. Peles. 
PRESIDENT: Granted. 


(Whereupon Prosecution Exhibit Wo. Pe2l-A was read to the Court, 
as follows:) 


"I, Axel Rodenburg, Unterscharfuehrer in the 12th 
Company, 3rd Battalion, 2nd Ps. Gr. LSSAH, having been 
duly sworn, make this additional statement supplementary 
to my affidavit of 25 February 1916. 


"om the 15th December 19),, our company under the 
command of CO Jochen Thiele Hauptscharfuehrer, was in the 
Nettersheimer Forest near the Blekenheim Forest, on the 
day before the start of the Eifel offensive. I remember 
that in the evening of this day after darkness our company 
was called together for a speech of the CO Hauptschar- 
fuehrer Thiele. The company assembled and Hauptscher~ 
fuehrer Thiele steod next to a comp fire in front of the 
company end with him were Oberscharfuehrer Voigt, Ober- 
scharfuehrer Pfalser, Oberscharfuehrer Feldvoss, platoon 
leaders of our company. 


"I remember Heuptscharfuehrer Thiele spoke to us 
substantially in the following manner: ‘How the offensive 
will start, which is going to determine the final fate of 
Germany. We must destroy the enemy and not show any con- 
sideration. We will fight in the old 88 spirit. I em not 
giving you any direct orders to shoot prisoners of war, 
but you are well trained 8S soldiers, you know what you 
should do with prisoners without me telling you that.’ 


"I concluded fram this speech that I could shoot as 
many prisoners of war as I wanted to, and that my superior 
officers would not punish me for thet. That was the wm- 
derstanding of the other soldiers in my company to whom I 
talked later. However, who those soldiers were I cannot 
remember any more today. ' 


"I make this additional statement consisting of two 
pages voluntarily without coercion, threats or promises of 
reward, 


(Signed) AXEL RODENBURG 
26 February 1916 


"Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this 26th day of Feb. 1916 at 
Schwabisch Hall, Ger. 


(Signed) RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt. cur" 


(Whereupon the statement was read in German by the interpreter.) 


CAPT. SHUMACKER: Your witness. 
DEFENSE: The Defense does not desire at this time to interrogate 


the witness. 


(Elowits - Redirect) 





PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 
There appear to be none. The witness is excused. 
(Whereupon the witness was excused and withirew. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution desires to recall William R. 
Perl, lst Lt. 
WILLIAM R. PERL, recalled as a witness for the Prosecution, testi- 
fied further through an interpreter as follows; 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Capt. Shumacker): 
Q Lt. Perl, you are reminded that you are still under oath.. 
a Yes. 


Q. Are you the same lst Lt. William R. Perl who has previously 


testified in this case? 


A Yes. 

Q During the course of your interrogations at IP No. 2, 
Schwabisch Hall, Germany, did you have occasion to interrogate one Frans 
Sievers? 

A Yes. 

Would you know Sievers if you saw him again? 

Yes. 

Will you look at the defendants in the box to your left ani 
state whether or not Sievers is among those present? 

He is. 

Have you already seen him in the defendants' box? 

Yes. 

What number is Sievers wearing? 

596 

PRESIDENT: 59 stand up. == Sit dow. 

Q Did Sievers tell you his rank and his position during the 
Eifel offensive in December, 19, end January, 19),5? 


A Yes. 


(Perl = Redirect) 





Q What was his rank, and what was his position? 

; 4 is renk is Obersturmfuehrer, and he is the commanding officer 
of the 3rd Panser Pieneer Company. 

Q During the course of your interrogations, did Sievers make a 
statement to you? 

A Yes. 

Q In what form was this statement made? 

a First oral, then in writing. 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: The Prosecution hands the reporter an instrument 
end requests that it be marked Prosecution Exhibit Wo. P25 for Identifi- 
cation. 

(Whereupon the document referred to was marked Proseoution Bxhibit 
Wo. Pe25 for Identification by the reporter.) 

Q I hand you Prosecution Exhibit No. Pe25 for Identification and 
ask you if you recognize the handwriting and if you know who signed that 
statement. 

a Yes. 

Q Whose handwriting is it, and who signed it? 

A Franz Sievers wrote it and signed it. 

Q Is that the same Franz Sievers you have just identified as 
wearing no. 59? 

A Yea. 

Was the statement signed in your presence? 


Yes. 


Yes. 


Was the statement made voluntarily? 


Q 
A 
Q Was it sworn to? 
A 
Q 
A 


Yes. 
Q Did you employ any force or harsh treatment to obtain the 
statement? 


A Hos 


(Perl - Redirect) 





Q Did you make any threats or Promises to Sievers to obtain 
this statement? 


a Hoe 





PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): The pros- 


ecution offers into evidence the document previously marked 


"Prosecution Exhibit P25, for identification" and requests 


that it be marked "Prosecution Exhibit No, 25", for attachment 


to the record, 


DEFENSE: The defense objects on the grounds 


previously stated, 


PRESIDENT: The objection is overrnied and 
the Exhibit offered into evidence by the prosecution will be 
accepted into evidence by the court and marked Prosecution Exhi- 


bit No. 25, for attachment to the record, 


PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): The pros- 
ecution offers into evidence a true and correct English trans- 
lation of Prosecution Exhibit No, 25, to be marked "Prosecution 


Exhibit No. 25-A", and to be attached to the record, 
The defense has no objection, 


PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the 
translation offered into evidence by the prosecution is accepted 
into evidence by the court and will be marked Prosecution Exhi- 


bit No. 25-4, for attachment to the record, 
2 


"ROSECUTION(Captain Schumacher): Th 


ecution requests permission to read Prosecut jon Exhibit No 


to the court, 


statement reads as follows: 


introduced) 





"For the Armored Group, under the command of Obersturmfeuh- 


rer PSIPER existed, during the Eifel offensive, the order: 


',..The resistance of the enemy is, if necessary, to be brok- 


en by terrorese's 


"Furthermore existed the order, if the situation requires 


it, to shoot prisoners of war, 


"At the sand table, exercises of the Armored Groups, or 
immediately thereafter following officers! meetings, at an 
estate near WEILERSNIST (at the end of November -- beginning 
of December 19));) I heard for the first time an expression 


which had reference to that. 


"This announced policy said: ',,.41so, a bad reputation has 


its committments...!'. 


"I believe pretty well that this expression was made by 
Obersturmfeuhrer PEIPER, but I can't insist with absolute 


certainty if it was he who came forth with this statement. 


"At a later occasion, a secret regimental order was shown 
to me in which it said that if the situation requires it, 
prisoners of war are to be shot and that the resistance of 


the enemy, if necessary, is to be broken by terror, 


"I can't remember the exact wording of this order, but the 
sense of the words of this regimental order is clear in 


my memory, as it is stated in the above, 


"This rerimental order was presented to me, either at 
the regimental CP in WEILERSNIST, or in a sm 


castle or hunting lodge in the forest near 5B 





"During the days prior to my departure from SATZVEY -= I 
can't state the exact day -- I was twice at the Regimental 
CP in WEILERSNIST, We left SATZVEY on the 12th or 13th of 


December, 19h, 


"At the occasion of these two visits, secret-orders were 
shown to me and I signed something, but I don't know any 


more what I signed, 


"I also, on December 15th, 19, took part at a meeting 


of al1 Company Commanders of the 1st Section, Besides 
these Company Commaniers, also I was present, because I 
was assigned by Obersturmfeuhrer PEIPUR to the lst Sec- 
tion, Also Hauptsturmfeuhrer MOEBIUS of the 501st King 


Tiger Detachment was present. 


"It is possible that the above-described secret Regimen- 
tal order was presented to me only at this meeting or 
immediately before or after, Anyway, I also sirned some- 
thing at the hunting lodge. I don't know any more exact- 
ly what I signed there, Anyhow, I know that this written 
Regimental order was never sent to my Company, but I pot 
only to read it. I don't know any more if this order 

was signed personally by Obersturmfevhrer PEIPZR or by 
Hauptsturmfeuhrer GHUHLE, I only know that it was a secret 


Regimental order. 


"Sturmbannfeuhrer PORTSCHKE gave all 


ting on December 15th, 19), indoctrinated 1 


e mee 
orally with the contents of this Regimental order, and 


at the same time he also emphasized that the enemy re- 


sistance, if necessary, had to be broken by terror, 


(Reading and translation of P=25-A) 





"I don't know any more if we were to publish the contents 
of the described secret order to all the men of the Company, 
or if the Platoon Leaders were only to be acquainted with 
this hideous measure. I assumed the latter and published 
it in this form to my Platoon Leaders only, I did that on 


the evening of December 15th, 19). 


"The Platoon Leaders who I gave these orders were: Unter- 
sturmfeuhrer AUGUS T, SEITZ, Untersturmfeuhrer RUDI KAMPIE, 
and Oberscharfeuhrer MAX BAUTNER, At that time, I did not 
read the Regimental order to them, because the document 
was only read to me, it was not given to mes therefore I 
said to my Platoon Leaders that the enemy resistance had 
to be broken, if necessary, by terror, and if the situation 


requires it, to shoot prisoners of war. 


"I don't recall to have issued an order like that, before 
the 15th December, 19}, I also don't recall to have ever 


said anything abovt this offensive directly to my Company. 


"For more precise explanation of my statement, I myself 


have prepared three sketches and attach them to my statement. 


"The sketch marked "I" shows at the left part, the house in 
which our Recimental CP was located. The Regimental CP it- 
self is shown on the right part of the sketch number "I", 
Number "I" indicates the room of the Commanding Officer, 
Yersturmfeuhrer PEIPER, number 2 is 


tant, Hauptsturmfeuhrer GRUHLE, in whose connection con- 


cerning secret order, I had signed something, 


"Sketch number "II" shows the hunting lodge in the woods 


near BLANKENHEIM, in which I also signed something in 


(Reading and translation of P=25A) 


3839 





connection with the secret order. I did that in the 
room to the right rear, It was in this room where 
POETSCHKE had impressed us, also orally, of the contents 


of the written Regimental order which I described above, 


"On sketch "II", I have also shown the seating arrange- 
ment, Number 1 is Sturmbannfeuhrer POETSCHKE, number 2 


is Hauptsturmfeuhrer MOKBIUS, number 3 is myself. 


"There were also two or three more officers present, but 
I don't know for certain who they were, with the exception 
of Untersturmfeuhrer KRAMM, whose presence at this meet~ 


ing I recollect precisely. 


"Sketch number "III" represents the place where I issued 
to my Platoon Leaders the described order on December 15th, 
19hh. 


"On this sketch, number one indicates the place where the 
order was given and the space for the vehicles of the 
1st and 2nd platoons, number 2 indicates the vehicles of 


the 3rd platoon and the service company, 


"I have made my statement voluntarily and out of my om 
will, At none of the interrogation have I been subject 


to force, nor were promises made to me. 


"T b 


clieve in God and I am awafe of the importance and 


sanctity of an oath, 


"I swear before God that my statements (those of February 
25th, 1946, and the one of this date) are the whole and 
pure truth and I am prepared to repeat this statement, 


at any time, before any court. 


(Reading and translation of Sievers' statement) 





"Signed: Franz Sievers, 27th of February 1916, Witnessed: 


Raphael Schumacher, Captain, CMP, Sworn to and subscribed 
before me this 27th day of February, 1916, at SCHWABISCH 
HALL, Germany, signed: William R, Perl, First Lieutenant, 
M.I., 0-55519, Investigator-Examiner, War Crimes Branch, 
USFET, 


PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): The pros- 
ecution offers one picture affidavit, bearing the photograph 
of Joachim Peiper, executed by Franz Seivers, and requests that 
it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit 25- 


B. 


DEFENSE: The defense has no objection to 
the admission of this picture affidavit and the defense agrees 
that the photograph thereon is the photogravh of a defendant, 


Joachim Peiper, 


PRESIDENT: It having been so agreed, the 
photographic exhibit offered into evidence by the prosecution 
will be accepted into evidence by the court, marked as Prosecu- 


tion Exhibit 25-B, and attached to the record, 


(Wherenpon this exhibit was appropriately 


marked by the reporter and is attached hereto.) 


N (Captain Schumacher): Your 


QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE; 


(Perl -- Cross) 





Q 


Exhibit P-25, Lieutenant Perl, is dated the 27th 


of February. How many times prior to the 27th of February 


was Sievers interrogated? 


4 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


I can't recall that, 

Was he interrogated on the 25th, do you know? 

It might be, 

Just on what date did he write the confession out? 
On the 27th of February, 

The statement was dictated, is that correct? 

Yes, 

Who did the dictation? 

I dictated it, 

Didn't Sievers refuse to take the dictation from you? 
No. 


I notice that the dictated confession is very lengthy, 


During the course of this dictation, did he make any protests 


about the inaccuracies of the statement that you were making? 


A 


No, he never protested: he suggested changes and, of 


course, they were made, 


Q 


Was the dictated statement or confession made in the 


interrogation cell at SCMWABISCH HALL? 


QUESTIONS BY THE 


Yes. 


Lieutenant, at any time, did you see Seivers mistreat— 


r questions, 


ROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): 


(Perl -- Re-Direct) 





Q Lieutenant Perl, I just noticed that at the top of 
the front page on Prosecution Exhibit P-25 there is a date 
"26 February 19,6", and the date "27 February 196" appears 
on the last page. Can you explain those two dates? 

A Yes, I believe I can, 

Q Well, explain it. 

A I never started dictating a statement by dictating 
the date, To start with the date is the German custom, and 
here, obviously, I started with the date, without knowing the 


exact date. 


Q Do you think that it is possible, or do you know, 


whether that statement was written partly on one date and partly 
on another? 

A I do not remember whether it was started on one day 
and finished on another, but I am almost certain that it could 
not have been this way, because if somebody confessed, we had 
to take the statement in one, 

Q "In one", by that do you mean that the statement had 
to be taken on one occasion? 


A Yese 


PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): Your 


witness, 


As a matter of fact, Lieutenant Fe rl, this confess- 


ion took two solid days of dictation, isn't that so? 


A 


No further questions, 





PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): No 
re-direct. 


PRESIDENT: Are there any questions by 
any member of the court of this witness? 


(There being no further questions, the wit- 


ness was excused and withdrew, ) 


PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): The pros- 


ecution calls as its next witness Leopold Lattenmayer, 


LEOPOLD IATTENMAYER, called as a witness by the prosecution, 


was sworn and testified through an interpreter as follows: 


(Whereupon the questions, answers and other vroceed- 


ings were interpreted to the accused,) 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 


QUEST I BY THE PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): 


Now, will you speak loud enough, so that everybody 

courtroom can hear you? ' 
‘ 
Yes. 
What grade or rank did you hold, during the Eifel 
offensive, in December, 19), and Jamary, 19))5? 
A Corporal. 
What unit were you in? 
Loneer Company, 
What Battalion? What Division? 
Pioneer Battalion, LSSAH, 


Are you now a prisoner of war of the United States? 


g held in custody? 


(Lattenmayer 





A In Dachau. 
Q Dia you participate in the Eifel Offensive in Decem- 
19h, and January, 1915? 

Yes, 

Who was your Company Commander at that time? 

First Lieutenant Seivers, 

Do you remember his first name? 

Yes. 

What was it? 


Franz, 


Q Would you know Obersturmfeuhrer Franz Seivers, were 


you to sce him again? 

A Yes. 

Q Would you look at the defendants in the box to your 
left and state whether Sievers is amon¢ those present? 

A Yes, 

Q What number is he wearing? 


Tifty-nine, 
PRESIDENT: Number fifty-nine, stand up, 


(Whereupon the accused Seivers arose.) 


PRESIDENT: All right sit downs 


(Wherenpon the accused Sei 


what 
On the 
Of what year? 
19h. 
Q 


Where was your Company y before 


+ 9. 


the offensive began? 


(Lattenmayer -- Direct) 





A In the forest of SATZVEY, near FELDKIRCHEN, 
Q Is that spelled S-A-T-Z-V-E-Y? 
A Yes, that is the same, 
Q fas any meeting held of your Company, the 3rd Panzer 
Pioneer Company, while you were assembled in the vicinity of 


SATZVEY? 


> 


Yes, 

Do you remember the date of that meeting? 
It was on the 1th. 

The 1th of what? 

December. 

Who spoke at that meeting? 
Obersturmfeuhrer SEITZ, 

Was SETIZ an officer in the Commany? 
Yes. 


Was he a Platoon Leader? 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Yes, lst Platoon. 


2 


Can you state the substance of what SEITZ said at 
that meeting? 

A Only sugvestions, more or less. 

All right, what did he say? 

A He said that there was a secret order and that we 
wore to remember the air attacks and that no prisoners would 
be taken and that all kinds of weapons were available for 
this attack. 


Q you present at 


SATZVEY, where did your Company fo to? 
forest, near BLANKENHEIM, 
What Platoon were you in? 


st Platoon, 


(Lattenmayer -- Direct) 





Q And SEITZ was your Platoon Leader? 


A Yes. 

Q How many groups, or sections, were there in each 
platoon of the 3rd Panzer Pioneer Comany? 

A Three groups. 

Q How many vehicles were there in each group? 

A Two of them, 

Q Did you attend any other meetings, where similar 
statements were made, after the Company moved to the RLANKEN- 
HEIM woods? 

A No. 

Q Did your Platoon Leader go to a meeting, when the 
Company was assembled in the BLANKENHETMER woods? 

A Yes. 

Who was your Group Leader? 

Corporal Schott. 

Did Corporal Schott talk to your Group, after he had 
attended this meeting? 

A Yes. 

Q What did he tell you? 

That we were to move out that same day and to get 
ready. 

Q What else did he tell you? 

A That we shouldn't forget this order, 

Q What order? 

A Probably the same one that Lieutenant Seitz had talked 
about before. 

Q Did any order other than that given to you by Seitz 
-- was any other order issued to you, prior to the offensive? 


A I don't remember. 


(Lattenmayer -- Direct) 





Q Did you know of any other order that Seitz could 
have been referring to, other than the order riven to you by 
Seitz at SATZVEY? 


A No. 


PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): 


witness, 
CROSS-EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE: 


Q You said that Seitz had said that you would not take 


prisoners? Who was to take them? 


A According to Lieutenant Seitz, we wouldn't shoot the 


prisoners in this manner, 
DEFENSE: Nothing further, 


PROSECUTION (Captain Schumacher): No re- 


direct. 


PRESIDENT: Are there any questions by any 
member of the court of this witness at this time? (There were 


none, ) 


(Whereupon, there being no further questions, the wit- 


ness was excused and withdrew, ) 


RESIDENT: Court will recess for thirty 
minutes. 
(Yhereupon Court recessed for thirty minutes until 


1030 hours.) 


(Lattenmayer -—- Cross) 





(Whereupon the Court recenvened at 1030 hourse) 

PRESIDENT: Court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show that 
all the mbers of the Court are present, all the members of the 
Prosecution are present, all the members of the Defense Counsel 
and all the defendants and the reporter are presente 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKERs Prosecution would like to recall the 
witness Harry Thone 

HARRY Wo THOM, an American civilian called as a witness for 
the Prosecution testified as follows; 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 
were interpreted to the accused and the German comsel,) 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Captain Shumacker); 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: My Thon, you are reminded you are still 

wnder oaths 


Q are you the same Harry We Thon who has previously testified 
in this case? 


A = Tote 

Q During the interrogations you conducted at IP Number 2, 
Sohwabisch Hall, Germany, did you have occasion te question one 
Gustav Knittel? 


lon 


Yes, sire 

Would you kmow Knittel if you saw him again? 
Yese 

Have you seen Knittel in the courtroom? 

I haves 

Is he among the accused present? 

He is. 

What number is he wearing? 

Number 31s 

PRESIDENT: Will Number 31 stand up? 


> Dre BD Fr © > ff 
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(Whereupon the accused wearing Number 31 stood uw.) 

Q At the time you interrogated Mitte! did be give you 
the rank he held and the mit he commanded during the Eife) 
offensive during December 19h), and January 19457 

A Be Gide 

Q Would you state that renk and comand? 

A -Yes, Obersturmbannfushrer and he was commending officer 
of the First Reccunaisance Battalion, ISSAH Division. 

Q Youwe sure it was Obersturmbennfushrer, not Sturabennfushrer? 

A I believe it was Sturmbannfuehrere 

Q as a result of your interrogation, did Mnittel make a 
otatenent? 

A At first be didn't, at the firet interrogations 

Q Well, later did he make a statement? 

A He made a statement upon Peiperts requeste 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: I hand the reporter a statement and ask 
that it be marked Prosecution's Exhibit Number 26 for identifications 

(Whereupon the document referred towr marked Prosecution 

Exhibit Number 26 for identification by the reporters) 

Q I hand you Prosecution Exhibit Number 26 for identification 
and ask you whetier or not you know the handwriting and who signed 
ite 


A Yes, this is Knittel's handwriting and it is signed by 


Is the statement dated? 
No, it is note 
Is the statement sworn to? 
No, it isn't. 
Do you remember the approximate time that Knittel wrote 
that statement? 
A twas in the first days of April 19h60 
Q Was the statement made voluntarily? 


Yes, it wate 
- : 430 


Thon - Redirect 





Q Bid you expley my force or harsh treatasnt to obtain 
that statement from Kaittel? 
A Woo 


Q Did you make any threats or promises to Mnittel? 
A Wee 
Q 


Is the Knittel who wrote and signed that statement the 
Game man whom you have identified among the acoused as wearing 
Number 317 

A Yes, he ise 

Q You stated a moment ago that Peiper had something to do 
with Knittel's writing that statement. Will you explain what you 
mean? 

a Yes, I interrogated Knittel one afternoon, I think it 
was around 4s00 otolock and Knittel said he didn't know from anything. 
I stopped the interrogation right there and the following morning I 
opened the door to Mnittel's room where he was quartered and was 
standing in the doorway talking to him. I saw Peiper in the hallway 
and thought it a good idea to call him over. I therefore called 
him and asked Peiper in front of Inittel whether it wasn't his 
opinion e« ee ‘ 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Will the witness make that last statement 
in English? 

A (Continuing) I asked Peiper whether he didn't think it 
@ good idea that Knittel tell me the truth since we knew everything 
already. 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Will the interpreter translate that into 
German? 

(Whereupon the interpreter did as directed.) 

A (Continuing) So Peiper told mnittel, yes, that is true, 
they know everything. Mnittel asked Peiper whether he had made 
statementse Peiper answered the question with "yes". Thereupon 


401 





Enittel got paper and pencil and wrote this statenente 
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution offers in evidence the 
exhibit marked Number 26 for identification and requests that it be 


attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit Number 26, 
Lf. COLONEL DWIWELL: This is m unswom statement and sy 
objection previously made would not be appropriate, There is 
no objections 
PRESIDENT: ‘There being no objection, the exhibit offered 


by the Prosecution is admitted in evidence and will be mrked 
Brhibit "P26", 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previous- 
ly marked and identified was received in evidence as Prosecution 
Exhibit Number 26 and is attached hereto and made a part of the 
records) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: The Prosecution offers in evidence a true 
and correct Mnglish translation of its Exhibit "P.26" and requests 
that it be attached to the record and marked Prosecution Exhibit 
26ke 

DEFENSE: May it please the Court, the Defense has no objection, 

PRESIDENT: There being no objection, the exhibit offered by 
the Prosecution in evidence will be admitted in evidence and marked 
MPH26AM% 

(Whereupon the document referred to, having been previous- 
ly marked by the reporter was received in evidence as Prosecution 
Exhibit 264 and is attached hereto and made a part of the records) 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Prosecution requests permission to read 
its Exhibit "Pa26a". 

PRESIDENTs Granted, 

CAPTAIN SHUMACKER (Reading) 


"I, SS Stubaf, Gustav KNITTEL, after being duly sworn, make 
the following statement under oath: 


"During the EIFEL offensive, I was cmmnder of a fast 
group consisting of the SS Pas Aske, lst SS Panzer 
Recone Battalion, strengthened by the 2e/AsRele, 2nd 
Btry, lst Arty. Regte, AeRe 1 and le Pie Cosy SS Pie 
Boe, le My fast group was under S83 Oberstubafe 


Statement of Knittel 4ue 





division commander wanted to arrive at a decision‘ on 
the lel2 


"During a ride in the area of BUSKIRCHEN I mot SS Stubaf. 


WEISER, Adjutant of the ag grep ee DIETRICH, 
Commander of the Ps. A.0.K. 6 (6th Army Command). We 
discussed the coming offensive. WEISER told me that 


what Germany has still at its disposal 
of material and good divisions was here concentrated 
for the decisive battle. This last exertion of force 
was supposed to create the decisive turning point of 
the war in a few weeks by a lightning thrust and should 
mean the end of the war. The main tactical objective 
should be to separate the American armies from the 
British and their smashing. Ow’ first objective would 
be the supply base ANTWERP. Until the turn of the 
year no foreign soldier was supposed to stand any mre 
on German soil, Everything was to be permitted that 
would help you to advance. The Fuehrer covers yous 
Think of the German fatterland which suffers wder 
the enemy bomb terror, and be ruthless towards the 
enemy civilian population, When a military necessity 
is at hand allied prisoners of war should be shote > 
Concludingly he said that in case the offensive should 
not reach the great staked goal, then anyway the MEISE 
line should be wme 


"On the liel2 at 14,00 I had to report to SS Oberfuehrer 
MOHNKE, who ordered me to take over again the SS Pz 
AeAsle Simultaneously there as first commander I was 
let in on the secret of the plan of attack of the 
offensive. The conference was mainly of tactical 
contents which culminated therewith, that it should 
be a beautiful commission for mee 


"after that I got myself the orders and maps on hand from 
the I a, 8S Stubaf., ZIEMSSENe Among these must also 
have been the written order of the Pas A.0.K. 6 (Tank 
Army Command 6) signed by Oberstgruppenf. DIETRICH 
which was transmitted by the division and which concerned 
itself with the conduct towards the civilian population 
and the shooting of allied prisoners of war, 


4u3 





of 88 Oberstubaf. PEIPER. As substantial point for 
me the “Operation Greiff" was hereby discussed, 


"On the 15912 at 2300 I conducted a company comanders* 
conference of the fast groups at the battalion CoPe 
of the Pke Ache les 
"Yooation: Wear railroad station GLAADT 

"Participants: 

Adjutant 88 Unterstuf. STIEWE 


Compe commander lst Compe 8S Ustuf 
. 2nd Compe SS Oberstufe COBLENZ 
LEIDREITER 


GOLTZ 


Contents of the Conference 


1, Taking over of the battalion. 

2e Issuance of the written tactical divisional order 
and the distribution of the mapse 

3e Marking of position and the plan of attacks 

le Presumable commitment of the battalion 

Se Publishing of the operation "Greiff." 

6e Oral transmittal of the order transmitted by 
the division from the SS A.0.Ke 6 about 
conduct in battle in extracts. Last exertion 
of foree for final battle, beautiful far 
staked task, fighting requiring greatest 
harshness. The going is through enemy 
territory, think of your relatives suffering 
under the bomb terror in the treatment of 
the enemy civilian populations If the military 
necessity requires it, in especially compelling 
situations, allied prisoners of war are to be 
shote 


KNITTEL 
8S Stubaf." 
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CAPTAIN SHJMACKER: Your witness. 
RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT. COL. DWINELL) 
Q = Mre Thon, the statement, Prosecution Exhibit P26 
was dictated to Knittel, is that not so? 
Mo. It was not dictated, 
Is this statement in Knittel's handwriting? 
Yes, it ise 
Were you present when he wrote it? 
At part times, I was not there all the time. 

Q Were you there at the time when he began to write the 
very first part of the statement? 

4 I don't remember for sure but I believe I was. 

Q I notice that at the very beginning of the statement 
appears the expression: "After being duly sworn, make the following 
statement under oath:", did you not dictate that phraseology to him? 

4 It could be that it was dictated but I believe it was 
this way: I showed Knittel several statements of other defendants 
in this Court and that he has copied it from them, 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: Defense requests that the interpseter 
translate the statement again, the last statement. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Will the reporter give the witness 


the answer in English and let the interpreter translate it again. 


(Whereupon the last answer was read by the reporter.) 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (LT. COL. DWINELL) 

Q As a matter of fact, Knittel very vigorously protested 
writing that phraseology at the beginning of the statement, is that 
not so? 

A Wo. 

LT. COL. DWIWELL:' That is all. 


(Thon-recross ) 





QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (IR. LEILING) 
Q You referred to a remark made by Feiper, did you not? 
a That is right. 
Q Didn't Peiper say, "They know more than we do"? 
A "The exact words that Peiper used on that occasion, 
T do not know, 
DR. LEILIMGs Wo further questions, 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further from the Defense, 
CAPT. SHUMACKERs Wo redirect, 
PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? Apparently 
not. The witness is excused. 
(Whereupon, the witness was excused and withdrew to the 
Prosecution table in the courtroom.) 
PROSECUTION: The Prosecution calls as its next witness, 
Mr. Virgil P, Lary, 
VIRGIL P. LARY, an American civilian, called as a witness 
for the Prosecution, being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 


(Whereupon the questions, answers and proceedings were 
translated by the interpreter into the German language.) 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: ; 

Q WAll you state your name, occupation and residence? 

A Virgil P, Lary, Jr., student at the University of 
Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky, 

Q What is your nationality? 

4 American citizen, 

Q Were you in the military service of the United States 
on 17 December 19)? 

A Twas. 


Q What was your rank and organization? 


(Lary-direct) 
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A let Ldeutenant, Meld Artillery, Battery B, 285 
Observation Battalion. 

Q Where were you on the 17th December 19)? 

A = Emroute from Zievenimt, Germany to a small tom in 
the vicinity of Bastogne, Belgium. 

Q Who was with you? 
Battery B of the 285 Field Artillery Observation Battalion. H 
Were you traveling in colum? 
We were. 
Where were you in the column? 
I was in the first jeep in the leading element. 
Was that the first vehicle in the column? 
Yes, it was, 


Do you recall the route of your truck convoy? 


a 
Q 
4 
Q 
a 
Q 
a 
Q 
a 


From Zievenimt, Germany to Zweivold, Germany to Bupen, 
Belgium to St, Vith, Belgium to a small town in the vicinity of 
Bastogne, Belgium, 

Q With reference to Prosecution Exhibit P-3, which is 
the large map on the wall, at your right, will you indicate as 
mich of the route as is shown on there? 

a Tes. 

Q As you indicate on the map, will you please indicate 
directions and tows? 

A =‘ This is North (indicating) in this direction and this 
is South (indicating) in this direction. This is the road from 
Eupen (indicating) to Malmedy, 

Q In what direction were you traveling on that road? 

A We were traveling south on this road (indicating) 





Did you leave Malmedy? 
Yes, we did, 


a 
Aa 
Q In what direction did you go when you left Malmedy? 
a 


We traveled in the direction southeast to Beugnes. 

Q About what time of day was it when you passed The 
Crossroads of Beugnes, Belgium? ; 

4 = Approximately 1:00 ta 1:30 in the afternoon, 

Q Do you recall what happened after you crossed the 
Crossroads at Beugnes, Belgium? 

4 = Appraximately 1,000 meters south of the Crossroads 
our convoy of approximately 30 vehicles was fired upon from the 
high ground due east by seme small arms, mortars and artillery. 

Q Qn what highway or towards which village were yu 
travelling when you passed the Crossroads? 

& In the direction of the village of Ligneuville. 

Q In what direction was that? 

a That was in the direction south that the convoy was 
travelling. 

Q After you were fired upon what did you do? 

A I discussed with Captain Mills, who was in the leading 
Jeep and who was in charge of the convoy, what would be best, to 
contime en route, to attempt to turn around or to abandon the 
vehicles and get into the ditch. 

Q What did you do? 

4a The firing became so intense that we decided to get 
into the ditch, stopping the convoy. 

Q After you got into the ditch, what did you do? 

A = We continued to lie in the ditch while the artillery 
and small arms fire came into the convoy. 


(Lary-direct ) 4U8° 
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Q Was anyone in the ditch with you? 

A Yes. Captain Mills and Corporal Lester, driver of the 
vehicle. 

Q Can you describe what happened after you were in the 
ditoh? 

r I spoke to Captain Mills and said, "Do you think that 
a patrol has broken through or is it too heavy for our patrol?" 
and he said, "The fire is too intense." , 

Q Then what happened? 

As At this time, I spoke to Captain Mills and said, “Let's 
crawl up this ditch and attempt to make a stand for it besides 
that small house which we just passed." 

Q What did Captain Mills say? 

He said, “Allright.” 

Then what did you do? 

We crawled up the ditch for appracimately 100 meters 
in the direction of the house, north, 

Did you take refuge in the house? 

We did note 

What did you do? 

At this time I was almost opposite the house. I 
started to cross the road in the direction of the house. At this 
time, I noticed almost upon me a German tanks 

Q How did you know that it was a German tank? 

A I saw the black crosses on the side. 

Q What did you do after you saw the German tank? 

A As the personnel had their heads out of the tank, 

I dropped down to the ground and pretended to be dead, 

Q Then what happened? 


(Lary@direct) 
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a The tank passed me without incident. I again attempted 
to cross the road and noticed a half track vehicle following the 
tanke 

} Were there any distinguishing marks on this vehicle? 

a T don't remembers 

Q What happened after that? 

A A German in this vehicle seeing me come out of the 
ditch with my hands over my head took a pistol out of his holster 
and started to shoot at me, 

Q What did you do when he attempted to shoot you? 

a Seeing his intention I stepped behind one of my 
vehicles and tims deflected his aim, 

Q Did you see what this German did after he did not fire 
at you? 

No, I did not, I immediately heard, however, two shots, 
Then what happened? 
This vehicle passed on down the road without further 


Then what did you do? 
I crossed the road to where there were approximately 
15 to 20 of my men standing with their hands over their heads in 
front of this house, 
Q Did you have any conversation with these men? 
a I did. 
Q What was the nature of the conversation? 
A I spoke to these men and s&id, "Pick up your arms 
and we'll attempt to make a stand for it in this small house," 
Q Did you? 


(Lary—direct) 
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4 We didn't, Corporal Daub stated, “Look up the road, 
Lary" and this I did and saw an entire colum of armored vehicles 
approaching in our direction, At this time I stated, "It will 
be necessary for us to surrender to these people.” 

Q Did you surrender? 

Ay this time, no. 
What did you do? 


Where was Captain Mills at that time? 
He was still lying in the ditch. 


A 
Q 
a I crossed back over the road and spoke to Captain Mills, 
Q 
A 
Q 


What did you say to Captain Mills? 

Aa I said, "Captain Mills, are you hit?" and there was 
no answer. I repeated the question, "Captain Mills, are you hit?" 
and he said, "No. Go away or they will come back and kill me." 

Q Did you have further conversation with him at that time? 

A I did, 

Q What was it? 

a I said, "Captain, come out of the ditch those people 
have gone", This he did and joined our group across.the road. 

Q Was this the group by the house or the group opposite 
the house? 

Aa This was the original group of approximately 15 or 20 
men that I first joined. I would like to insert one thing here. 
When I saw the intention of the German to shoot me, after stepping 
behind the vehicle, I removed my raincoat which had bars on it, 
covered the rank and insignia on my collor with my sweqter and 
covered with md, the helmet with the large stripe in the back 
and the bar insignia on the front. 

Q After you crossed with Captain Mills to the group in 
front of the house, what happened? 


(Lary-direct) 
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4& Corporal Daub, in the group, spoke to me and said, "Let's 
make a break across the field for it." 
Q Did you reply? 
A Idid, I said, "Mo, If you make a break for it 
they have a right to shoot you." 
Q ‘Then what did you do? 
a We continued to stand there waiting for this next 
group of armored vehicles to come closer in our direction. 
Did they arrive? 
They did and we surrendered ag that time to them, 
Q What did they do with you? 
a 411 the men in our group had their hands over their 
heads, like this (indicating). 
PROSECUTION: Let the record show that the witness 
pat his hands over his head and clasped them behind his head, 
THE WITNESS: At this time, a German in the leading 
tank motioned to us to the rear in this manner (indicating). 
PROSECUTION: Let the record show that the witness 


made a motion with his right arm and hand, with his thumb 


extended over his right shoulder. Go ahead, 

THE WITNESS: At this time we started to march back 
in the direction we had com or in the direction north to The 
Crossroads. Approximately six or seven vehicles back in this 
colum, a German stated the following, as his vehicle passed 
us travelling south, “Its a long way to Tipperary, boys". No one 
in our group responded or made comment and we continued to march 
to the rear. 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 

Q 4d any other German say anything further to you? 

Aa Yes, A German on foot came to our group and stated, 
"Stop, stop, I want drivers for these vehicles". We passed on 
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and paid no attention to this man and contimed to waik noth 
in the direction of the Cross roads. 





Did you reach the Crossroads? 
Yes, we did. However, before we reached the Crossroads =< 
What happened there? 
A I saw M/Sgt. Lacey, with enother man whose name I don't re~ 
member, being marched south, wider guard, down the road. 
Q Was that in the direction that you had come from? 
A He was being marched south, in the original direction of our 
convoy's travel. 
Q Did you ever see w/Sgt. Lacey or this other man again? 


I did not. 


A 
Q Wheat happened to you after you reached the Crossroads? 
A 


Just before the Crossroads, approximately 50 to 100 meters, 
there wes parked a half-track vehicle with a German standing at the 
side of it. As we approached this vehicle, the German searched the 
men and took from them cigarettes and watches. This I witnessed. 

Q Did he take the arms away from the men? 

A The men were unarmed, 

Q You mean they had thrown their arms away before this point 
was reached? 

A When I joined the men, approximately 15 or 20, by the howe, 
their arms were at their feet. 

Q Well, after these men were searchid, then what happened? 

A We were motioned into the field. 

Q Going north on this highway, which side of the road would 
this field be? 

Facing north, it would be on your left, or to the west. 

How close to the Crossroads would this be? 

Approximately 50 to 100 yards. 

Did you go into the field? 


Before entering the field, I requested of this man who was 
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searching the men and relieving them of their possessions, permission 
to have one of our men treated for wounds received in the initial fir- 
ing. This man's name was Cpl. Valensi. Permission was refused. 
Q Then what happened, after thist 
A  Disregarding the individual that was searching the men, I 
marched into the field with the rest of the groups as they joined the 
group in the field. 
Q What did you do when you reached the field? 
A I walked to the right center of the group and joined the 
group of men, approximately 150 to 175, who were stending in the field. 
Q How were these men stending? 
A They were standing with their hands over their head in this 
manner (indicating), shoulder to shoulder -- 
PROSECUTION: Let the record show that the witness indicated that 
the men were stending with their arms and hands clasped over their head. 
A (Continuing) -- shoulder to shoulder, a 20-man front, approxi- 
mately eight ranke deep. 
How far were you from the road where you were standing? 
I would estimate the distance to be approximately 15 to 20 


Did my of these prisoners in the field carry arms? 
I saw no one in the field with erm, 
Did you see any wounded men in the field? 
I did not. 
Were all the prisoners of war that you saw in the field 
Americans? 
A To my knowledge, they were. 
Q Do you remember the names and the unit of any of the prisoners 
you saw in the field? 
A I do. 
Q Will you tell the Court the nemes and unit of those that you 


remember? 
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A The following men were all from the 265th Field Artillery 
Observation Battalion. 

Q De you know their battery? 

A Battery B. -= Capt. Mille, Lt. Mmsinger, Lt. Reardon, Prt. 
Carr, Pvt. Cohen, Sgt. Frans, Sgt. Geisler, Sgt. Hercherloth, Sgt. 
Kingman, Sgt. Leurs, Opl. Laufer, Cpl. Rosenfeld, Cpl. Valensi, Cpl. 
Skoda. 

Is that all you remember? 


Those are all the names that I remember of those I saw in the 


pid you see any American medics in the field? 
I did. 

Q Did they wear any distinguishing marks to indicate that they 
belonged to the Medical Corps? 

A Yes, a helmet painted with red crosses on four sides and a 
medical armband on the left arn. 

Q Did you notice any attempt on the part of the prisoners in 
the field to escape? 

A I noticed no attempt to escape. 

Q While you were standing in the field, did you say anything to 
anyone? 

A I did. I spoke to en officer who was from another unit, whose 
neme I do not know. 

Q What did you say? 

A "It looks like we will spend some time in Germany this winter." 

Q Did he reply? 

A He did not. 

Q Did you hear any other conversation by Americans while you 
were stending in the field? 

A = At that time, no. 

Q Did you hear the Germans say anything while you were stending 
in the field? 
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a I heard a foreign language being spoken from the road. Ger- 
man I did not know at that time. 

Q Did you notice the attitude of the Germans while you were 
stending in the field? 


a An attitude of great haste. 
Q Anything else? 
A Only their actions on the road. 


Q What were their actions on the road? 

A Before I go further, I would like to insert one thing: 
Before joining the group in the field, I saw an American Lieut. Colenel 
being forced at rifle point, by two Germans, to drive a jeep. This 
jeep stopped at our right front, facing east on the road. The Colonel 
got out of the jeep and joined eur group. 


Q Did you hear the Colonel say anything while he was in the 


A 

Q Did you observe what the Germans were doing on the road? 

A At this time the half-track vehicle, mounting @ cannon, was 
brought up and faced -= or the attempt was made to face it -- in the 
direotion of our group. For some reason unknown to me, this cannon 
was ordered off, and it proceeded south down the road. 

Q Then what heppened? 

A At this time two vehicles drove up and parked on our flanks, 
approximately 30 yards apart. At this time I sew a German in one of 
these vehicles place a machine gun over the side of the vehicle. 

Q What else did you notice on the road? 

A At this time another vehicle drove up and stopped in the 
center of these two. 

Q Do you know what type of vehicle this was? 

A I do not recall, but I saw only one-half of eo man standing 
in this vehicle. 

Q What else did you observe? 

417 
(Virgil P. Lary - Direct) 





a I sew this man take a pistol] and aim it in the direction of 
our group. 

Q Did he aim the piste] more than once? 

a He did, in the following manner: his hands on his hip, three 
times (indicating). 

Q = Then what happened? 

A He then fired two shots into our group. At the first shot a 
men to my right front, epproximately here (indicating), with his hands 
up in this manner, went down like this. 

PROSECUTION: Let the record show the witness indicated that the 
man shot had his arms extended over his head and fell sideways to the 
left. 

Did you observe anyone hit by the second shot? 

I did not. 

How close was this vehicle to you from which the man fired? 
Approximately 15 yards. 

Do you know the rank of the German who fired these two shots? 
IT do note 


Was he an officer? 


Q 
a 
Q 
A 
Qa 
A 
Q 
Aa 


I don't kmow. 

Q At thet time were you familiar with the insignia of renk of 
the Waffen SS or the Wehrmacht? 

A I was not. 

Q At that time were you familiar with the wmiforms of German 
officers? 

A I wes not. 

Q Have you ever stated in any sworn statement you have given 
that an officer in a half-track fired at the prisoners of war with a 
pistol? 

A I did. 

Q © When was this? 


Aa This was in Liege, Belgium. 
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What was the dete? 
Om the 18th of December, 19). _ 
Under what circumstances did you give this statement? 
A I gave this statement to a Captain == from what department 


I don't know -- while I was under the effects of morphine and ether, 


and I assumed at that time that « man commanding such a position of 
- importence, being armed with a pistol and who would take the responsibil- 
ity, must have been an officer. 

Q Could you identify the German who fired the first two shots 
if you were to see him again? 

A I could. 

Q Will you teke a look at the defendants seated on your left 
and see if the German who fired the two first shots at the prisoners of 
wear at the Crossroads near Baugnez, Belgium, on 17 December 19), is 
present. 

A This (indicating) is the man that fired the first two pistol 
shots into the Americen prisoners of wer. 

Q What number is he wearing? 

A Wo. 1h. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, will you have this individual 
identified as no. 1 stand up? 

PRESIDENT: No. 1) stand up. -= Sit down. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, the Prosecution requests a 
five-minute recess to have pictures taken. 

PRESIDENT: Court will recess for five minutes. Spectators will 
not leave the courtroom. 

(Whereupon the Court recessed at 11,5 hours.) 

(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1150 hours.) 

PRESIDENT: Court will come to order. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show that all 
members of the Court, all members of the Defense counsel, all members 
of the Prosecution, all the defendants, the reporter are present. 
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PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the record show that the 
accused identified as having fired the first two shots at the Cross- 
roads on 17 December 19), wearing the number 1), has previously been 
identified as George Fleps. 

I way v0 remind the witness that he is still under oath. 
DIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 

Q Have you ever seen the accused George Fleps, whom you have 
identified as firing the first two shots at the Crossroads, at any 
time since December 17, 19, prior to today? 

A = -Yos, I have. 


Where was it? 


Can you describe the circumstances? 


Q 
A at Schwabisch Hall, Germany. 
Q 
a 


Upon my arrival in this theatre, I requested of Col. Burt 
Ellis permission to see the defendants, stating that I thought at the 
time that I could identify the man, if he lived, that fired the first 
two pistol shots. Permission was granted under the following condi- 
tions: In the first part of April of this year I was taken to 
Schwabisch Hall by Col. Ellis. He stated to me that the defendants 
would be brought out singly, in groups of two, end in groups of three. 
I was to stand at spproximately the same distance as I stood from the - 
Crossroads on that day. This was done, and a group of three men were 
brought out. I recognized none of these. At thie time a group of two 
men were brought out. I recognized none of these. At this time three 
men were brought out. I immediately picked out this man as the man who 
fired the first two shots at the Crossroads. 

By “this man," who are you referring to? 

The man that I just identified, no. 1. 

On December 17, 19), did you wderstand German? 


I did nots 
$20 


(Virgil P. Lary - Direct) 





Q Did you hear anything while you were standing there, before 
the first shots were fired, that sounded to you like en order to fire? 
A Only sharp voices from the road, from the people ~- the 
Germans -- on the road. 

Q Wow, what happened after these two shots were fired? 

A At this time I heard two machine guns open up on the group. 
The firing seemed to become more intense. Those of us that were not 
killed originally fell to the ground. I fell with my face in the mui, 
my feet pointed toward the road. 

Q How long did the machine guns fire at your group? 

A For approximately three minutes. 

Did you hear eny noises efter the firing ceased? 


I did. I heard the agonised screams from the American 


Did you hear enything else? 
I heard single shots which sounded or seemed like they came 
from pistols. 
Q Did you see any Germans come into the field? 
I did not. My face was in the mud. 
Did you hear any firing in the field? 


I did. I heard these shots that sounded like pistol shots. 


Yes. Completely. 


Did you hear the Germans say anything during the shootings? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q After the pistol shots, did the moaning and groaning cease? 
A 
Q 
A 


Only laughter. 
Q Did any vehicles pass along the road while you were lying in 
the field? 
A Yes. 
Q Did you hear eny noises from these vehicles? 
A Yes. I heard laughter and more machine gum fire. However, 


before this machine’ gum fire, I wuld like to state to the Court: 
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While lying in the field, I heard someone walk past my head, heard a 
Single shot on my right, heard what I identified as a clip being re- 
loaded, replaced in the pistol, and the individual walked on past ny 
head, out of hearing. 


Q Did you hear anything else while you were lying in the field? 
a At this time, after hearing the leughter and more machine gun 


fire from these passing vehicles, things became quiet and I could hear 
the motors in the distance. I heard one man before me say, "'So~and 
8o,' have they killed you yet?" This men replied, "No, but if the son 
of a bitches are going to kill me, I wish they would come back and get 
it over with." 

Were you wounded while you were in the field? 

I was. 

Whereabouts? 

Through the left foot. 

How long were you in the field? 

I was in the field approximately an hour to an hour and a 
half. 

Q Did anything else happen that you haven't described while you 
were lying in the field? 

A Yes. Someone said, "Let's go." At this time it was almost a 
Simultaneous reaction. Those of us that could got up and made a break. 

Q Where did you go? 

A I stepped over numerous bodies lying around me and ran in the 
direction northwest. At this time another machine gun opened up from a 
vehicle at the Crossroads when we made the break. 

Q How many bodies do you estimate you saw lying in the field 
when you made your break? 

A I estimate well over a hundred. 

Q How many people do you estimate made the break with you? 

A Approximately 15. 
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Q Where did you go after you went northwest? 

a I crossed a barbed wire fence and a dirt road, and passed 
behind a house where there was a soldier, en American soldier, lying. 
I spoke to him and said, “Let's crawl into this small shed, or they 
will kill you if they find you here.” 


Q Did he reply? 


A He did: “Wo, I will remain here.” At this time I crawled 
into the shed on my stomach and covered myself with what appeared to be 
tobacco sticks. 

Q How long did you remain in the shed? 

A I remained in the shed until after dark -- until about eight 


Q While you were in the shed, did you hear any noises coming 
from the field where you had previously been shot at? 

I did. I heard more soreams and more shots. 

After the shots, did the screaming stop? 

Yes, it did. 

Now, where did you go when you left the shed? 

I crawled in the direction of due west up a hedge row and 
noticed a large fire coming from a house on the Crossroads. At this 
time I took an aszimuth on buss bombs that were passing overhead and 
went in that direction across the fields. 

Q Where did you go to? 

A I walked approximately two miles, then got down and crawled 
into a small town, where I was helped by two Belgium girls into Malmedy 
into a combat Engineer aid station. 

PROSECUTION: You may cross examine. 

PRESIDENT: Court will recess wmtil 1315. 


(Whereupon the Court recessed at 1200 hours 21 May 1916.) 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 
(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1315 hours, 21 may 
1946.) 


PRESIDENT: Take seats. Court will come to 


PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the 
record show that all the members of the Court, all the 
members of the Prosecution, with the exception of Captain 
Shumacker, who is absent on business of the Prosecution, all 
the members of the Defense Counsel, all the defendants and 
the reporter are present. 

If the Court please, before the cross examination 
of this witness starts, I would like to request that inasmuch 
as there are six American witnesses wno have travelled a long 
way to give their testimony and inasmuch as they are anxious to 
go home as soon as possible, that when this witness has finished 
his testimony on direct that the Defense complete their cross 
examination so that the witness can be permanently excused. When 
he has been excused, they would like to remain and listen to the 
testimony until such time as the last American witness has 
testified, and they would all like to leave in one group. 

PRESIDENT: That will probably be satisfactory. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: May it please the Court, it 
might become necessary to recall the first witness on account 
of some variation of the other six. We have agreed among 
ourselves that when all six witnesses have testi-ied, that they 
will be excused. Woulc that be satisfactory with the Court? 

PRESIDENT: Yes. 

PROSECUTION; Do I understand that when they 


finish the testimony they may remain in the courtroom? 
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PRESIDENT: All except the first one. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Any of them may remain -—- not 
before they have testified but after the Lieutenant has fin- 


ished his testimony, as far as the Defense is concerned, he 


may remain in the courtroom, but we would like to have the 
privilege of recalling hin. 
PROSECUTION: Thank you. 

VIRGIL P, LARY, an American civilian, called as a witness 
for the Prosecution, having been previously sworn, resumed the 
stand and testified further through an interpreter as follows: 

PROSECUTION: Mr. Lary, you are reminded you are 
still under oath. 
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 
CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (LT. COL. DWINELL ): 

Q Going back to your testimony at the very beginning 
and with respect to the crossroads, from what direction did the 
initial firing come? 

A From the high ground due east. 

Q Referring to the activity on the roads regarding 
the field, you said, I believe, that the Germans seemed to be 
acting in haste, is that correct? 

A That's correct. 

During the incident in the field that you jescribed, 
did you notice a continual movement of German velicles on the 
road towards Ligneuvilie? 

A No, I did not. 

Q Can you recall about how many vehicles passed 


that road during that period of time? 
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A I do not recall as my attention was focused on the 
foreground. 
Q Do you recall whether you noticed any German soldiers 
giving orders to the tank drivers to move on? 
THE WITNESS: Will you repeat the question, please? 
(Whereupon the question was repeated by the reporter. ) 
THE WITNESS: I did not understand German, therefore, 
I did not understand an order. 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE COUNSEL (LT. WAHLER): 
Q Mr. Lary, how long did you stand in the field just 
prior to the initial burst of fire? 
A Approximately five to ten minutes. 


Q While you stood there, did you happen to notice the 


type of vehicles that were parked, that is, German vehicles that 


were parked along the highway towards Engelsdorf? 
A Yes, I recall one vehicle was a half-track. 
Did you notice any other half-tracks? 
A There was one other vehicle parked on the left 
flank, -- the type I do not remember. 


Do you happen to remember how many tanks you saw 


A The number of tanks I do not know. However, I 
did see tanks. 

Q Did you notice any American vehicles parked 
along the highway? 

A Yes, our entire convoy was parked along the 
highway. 

Q You further testified that as you stood in the 
field two vehicles drove up and parked on your flanks, is that 


(Lary-Cross* 
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A That is correct. 

Q What type of vehicles were these? 

A The vehicle on the right flank I identified as a half- 
track. 

Q And the one on the left flank, do you recall what 
type that was? 

A I don't recall what type of vehicle. 

Q Did you at any time see the Spi on your right flank 
open fire? 

A Is an SPW a half-track? 

Q Yes. 

A I sawthe half-track on the right with a German 
soldier place a machine gun vith the ground mount over the side. 
Q Did you at any time see this machine gun fire? 

A I did not, 

Q Did you happen to notice the type of vehicle that 
Georg Fleps was on, the man whom you identified? 

A I don't recall the type of vehicle. However, I only 
saw half of his body. 

Q I believe you testified that at the initial burst, 
or immediately after the initial burst of fire, you heard two 
machine guns fire, is that correct? 

A That is correct. 

Q Did you happen to notice from what type of vehicles 
this machine gun fire came from? 

A when the machine guns initially fired I immediately 
fell with my face in the mud, 


Q I believe you further testified that about an hour 


(Lary-Cross) 
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or an hour and a half later you and a number of other American 
soldiers commenced to run and at that time you heard machine 
gun fire coming from the corner, I believe it was, is that 
correct? 

A From the direction of the crossroads, yes. 

Q Did you happen on that occasion to take notice at 
that time the type of vehicle that this machine gun fire was 
coming from? 

A As I saw, -= the impression that I now have is that 
it was a half-track. 

LT, WAHLER: That is all, 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: Nothing further on cross examination 
on behalf of the Defense. 


PROSECUTION: I would like to ask a few more questions 


on direct, 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 

Q Are you sure it was a half-track that opened fire 
when you got up and left the field? 

A I am not sure. It was my impression, as I was in 
rapid motion at that time and only glanced in the direction of 
the field. 

Q On cross examination you testified that you saw the 
trucks of your convoy parked along the highway. Did you see 
any other American vehicles parked along the highway? 

A Yes. I recollect now seeing three ambulances 
parked facing in the direction of Malmedy, which would be 
northwest, when I ran. 

Q You have testified that you could only see the 


top part of the body of the man who fired. What kind of a 
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vehicle would that indicate that he was riding in? 


LT, WAHLER: If the Court please, the witness has 


testified that he did not know the type of vehicle. Certainly, 


Prosecution should not be allowed to put words in the witness! 
mouth. 

PROSECUTION: This man testified that he is an 
American Army officer, he has also testified that he was not 
certain. I do not expect him to testify with any certainty. 

LT, WAHLER: The witness is not testifying as 
an opinion witness. He is testifying to actual facts that he 
saw. He testified that he did not know the type of vehicle 
that Georg Fleps was on. 

PRESIDENT: The objection is sustained. 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 

Q While you were standing in the field, do you recall 
whether or not the Germans were receiving any American fire? 

A While we stood in the field until the initial firing 
by the Germans, there was no firing from any direction into any 
group of people, 

PROSECUTION: That is all. 

LT, WAHLER: Nothing further. Thank you. 

PRESIDENT: Are there any questions by the Court? 
There appear to be none. The witness is excused, 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and left the witness 
stand. ) 

PROSECUTION: Prosecution calls as its next 
witness Mr. Carl R. Daub, This witness will be interrogated 
by Mr, Elowitz of the Prosecution. 

CARL R. DAUB, an American civilian, called as a witness 


for the Prosecution, being first duly sworn, testified through 
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. 4n interpreter as follows: 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 


QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (MR. ELOWITZ): 


Q 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


A 


Q 


State your full name and age. 
Carl Robert Daub, 

How old are you? 

23. 

Where do you live? 

Colebrook, Pennsylvania. 
What is your nationality? 
German. 

Does the witness understand the question? 
No, sir, ‘ 

Where were you born? 

Lebanon County, Pennsylvania. 


Have you ever lived in any other place but the 


United States? 


A 
Q 
A 


Q 
A 


0 


No, sir. 

Of what country are you a citizen? 

United States. 

Have you ever served with the United States Army? 
Yes, sir. 


While serving with the United States Army, have 


you ever been assigned to the European Theater of Operation? 


A 
Q 
A 


Q 


Yes, sir. 
During what year or years? 
From the year 1943 to the year 1946. 


What organization did you belong to while serving 


with the United States Army in Europe? 


(Daub-nirect ) 





Tk 41-sR-5/21-8 


Battery B, 285th\Observation Battalion. 

What was your rank? 

Technical 5th Grade. 

What were your duties? 

I was assistant flash observer. 

Do you recall the name of your battery commander? 
Captain Scarborough. 


eo > 8 Fr OB FF O&O PY 


Do you recall the name of your platoon leader? 


First Lieutenant Lary. 


Q I now direct your attention to the morning of 


the 17th of December 1944 and ask where you were on that 
day and at that tim, if you remember. 

A In the morning I was in Schevenhuette. 

Q On that particular morning was your company en- 
gaged in a military mission? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q What was that mission? 

A We were travelling from Schevenhuette to the di- 
rection of St. Vith. 

Q Do you know the names of any towns or villages 
through which you passed that morning? 

A I remember Malmedy. 

Q Is that the only town that you, remember? 

A That is all. 

Q I call your attention to Prosecution's Exhibit 
Number 3 on the wall to your right and ask you if you can 
trace the route of your march on that morning? You may step 
off the stand and take a closer look at the exhibit. Do 


you recognize the places on the exhibit? You have mentioned 
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on the map? 


the reporter 
QUESTIONS BY 

Q 
Beugnez? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 
turned south 
Beugnez? 

A 

Q 

A 

ral 

A 


Q 


the column? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


A 


Can you trace the route after you left Malmedy? 
That is the route (indicating), 


Do you recognize the place identified on the map as 


Yes, sir. 

MR, ELOWITZ: Will the witness speak louder so that 
can take the record? 

PROSECUTION (MR, ELOWITZ CONTD): 


In what direction did you travel after you came to 


We travelled south. 

Will you point it out? 

(Indicating). 

You may resume the stand. What occurred after you 


at the crossroads which you have pointed out as 


The first thing I remember was machine gun fire. 
Where were you riding? 

I was riding in a two-and-a-half ton. 

A two-and-a-half ton what? 

GMC truck. 


Can you describe the position of your vehicle in 


It was in the front of the convoy, 

Do you remember about which vehicle it was? 

It was third or fourth. 

How many men were riding with you in that vehicle? 


In the rear of the vehicle there were four of us. 


There were two in front. 


Q 


How far had you turned south at the crossroads 
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when you first heard the machine gun fire? Strike that. How 
far did you travel? will you give just an estimate? 

A I think about 1,000 yards. 

Q Then what happened? 

A Well, the four fellows on the back got out on the 
tail-gate ready to jump. 

Q Did the truck stop? 

A We waited till the truck slowed up and then we 
jumped. Then the truck came to a stop. 

Q Then what did you do? 

A Four fellows -- three fellows jumped into the 
gutter to the right of the truck. 

Q How long did you remain in the gutter? 

A We laid there several minutes. 


Q Did you leave the gutter? 


A I noticed a house and I thought it would be safer, 


so I crossed the road to the house, 
Who went with you? 
lafer and Werth. 


At that time did the three of you have your weapons 


Yes, we did. 
How long did you remain behind the house? 
About twenty minutes. 
Q What caused you to leave that shelter? 
A First thing I noticed was some armor was directed 


towards us. 
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What do you mean by armor ? Will you explain ? 
First coming towards us Isawa big tank. 
Did the tank recognize you men standing at the house ? 


He did. He motioned for us to rise up and go to the 


rear of the colum. 


Q 
or Wehrmacht 
A 
Q 
men with you 
A 
Q 
A 


Q 


Will you explain what you mean by 'he! ? 


The fellow who motioned us to go to the rear of the 


This man on the tank’= he was driving ? 

That is right. 

Can you describe the uniform he was wearing ? 

I don't remember. 

Can you remember anything about it ? 

No, but I can remember the way he was armed. 

Do you remember the color of the u niform ? 

No. 

PRESIDENT: Will the witness speak a little louder, 
Were you familiar with the insignia and rank of Waffen SS 
soldiers 7? 

No. 

When this man on the tank motioned to you and the three 
to go to the rear, what did you do ? 

We immediately started moving to the rear of the colum, 
You started back up the road towards the cross-roads ? 
That is right. 

What did you do with your weapons? 

Just dropped them on the ground. 

What did you do with the ammnition ? 

That was droppedalso. 

In what mamer did you hold your hands ? 

I had my hands about half way up. 


Will you ‘indicate the position to the court how jou 
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#2 like this before they started to shoot. 
21.822 PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOVITZ): Let the record show that the 
witness had his hands and arms in a half-raised position. 
Q Did you and the three men with you join another group 
when you came out on the road ? 
A Yes we did. Several of us met and walked together. 
Did you recognize your platoon leader in this group ? 
Yes I also remember him. 
Did you have any conversation with him ? 
Yes I spoke with him a few words. 
What did you say to him or what did he say to you ? 
I only remember telling him to cover his bars with md. 
When you started up towards the Crossroads did y ou 
notice the manner in which the other people in your party held their 
hands and arms ? 
A Some fellows held them high up above their heads and some 
had them clasped on the heads.» 
Q Clasped on the heads is that what you say ? 
A Yes. 
Q Did any German vehicle pass you coming in the opposite 
direction as you were walking back towards the Crossroads ? 
A Yes sir. 
Q Can you describe the type of vehicle ? 
A I can only remember the first one was a tank. 
Q Did any German vehicle pass you firing at your group as 
you were walking towards the Crossroads ? 
One of the tanks fired on us. 
What type of weapon did they fire ? 
It had a light calibre weapon. 
Did you actually see the weapon firing ? 
Yes I did. 
Did you notice if any Americans were hit ? 


I remember two or three of them fell. 
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Were they marching ahead of you ? 
They were marching ahead of us. 
Marching with arms in the air ? 
They were. 

Did they have any weapons ? 

No they did not. 


Q Approximately how long did it take you to march from the 


point where you were first told to go back until you reached the 


Crossroads ? 
A Around five minutes. 
Q When you got to the Crossroads what did you notice ? 
A I noticed a group of soldiers. 
Q As you were marching towards the Crossroads what side of 
the street were they ? 
A They were on the left side. 
Can you estimate the number of soldiers standing there ? 
150 
About 150 ? 
Yes. 
Did you notice if any of those soldiers had weapons ? 
I did not. 
Did you notice or see any weapons ? 
A I did not. 
Q Mr Deub , I will ask you that question again, did you 
notice any weapons ? 
A No. 
Q Did you notice the manner i n which the Americans were 
standing ? 
A The front was more or less - they were in a stright line 


and then shaped in a half-moon. 


Q In about how many ranks were they lined up, can you 
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To the center about twelve. 

Did these soldiers have their hands raised in the air ? 

DEFENSE:(Lt WAHLER): If the court Please, the Counsel 
has been continually leading the witness. I believe at this time when 
the evidence is going to become most crucial, he should not lead the 
witness. 

PRESIDENT: The Defense is correct: will you discontinue 
asking leading questions to the witness. 

Q I ask you Mr Daub, at the time you arrived at the place 
about which you have just testified, where there stood approximately 
150 Americans, did you notice the manner in which these Americans 
were standing ? 

A They were standing with their hands over the head, some 
high in the air and some clasped. 

What did you do when you arrived at this place ? 


I crossed the fence - went over » 4nd stood in the first 


What happened to the other men who were with you ? 


They did the sam. 


Q You testified that you stood i n the first rank of this 


group standing in the field, will you please estimate the distance 
from that point to the highway ? 
A Ten yards. 
Did you notice anything on the 
Some pieces of armor came very shortly after. 
Will you please explain what you mean by ‘some! ? 
I noticed one vehicle. 
Did you watch this vehicle ? 
A I glanced at it a few times. 
Q What happened to this vehicle ? 
A They tried to face the vehicle directly at us. 
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Will you please describe what you mean ? 

A The vehicle was manoevering - trying, I think 
the gun at us- 

Q Did you see the gun ? 
(No answer) 
Did you understand the question ? 
I don't remember. i‘ 
What happened to this vehicle which you have just described? 
It just stayed there - finally stopped. 
Did it remin all the time you were there ? 
That is right. 


Did you see any other vehicle on the road ? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


No I did not. 

How long did you remain standing in the field ? 

About 10 minutes. 

During that time did you see another vehicle on the road ? 
A I don't remember. 

Q Did anything unusual happen while you were standing in 
field ? 

A I noticed our medic bandaging a soldier's arm. 

Q Do you know the name of that medic ? 

Indelicato. 

Do you know what happened to him ? 

I seen him get shot. 

Describe the manne 

I heard the mz hine-gun firing and I seen him double uP. 


Before you saw Delacotto shot, did you hear any other 


I heard two pistol shots. 

Did you see who fired those shots ? 
A I seen at the time but I eannot remember. 
Q Did you see anybody hit by thesetwo shots ? 
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A I did not 


Q You have testified that a man by the name of Indelicato was 
the first aid man in your company is that correct ? 


A That is correct. 


Q Did you see if he was wearing Red Cross Insignia at that 
time ? — 

DEFENSE:(Lt WAHLER): I f the Court please I am going to 
interpose the same objection to that question when the evidence is 
going to a crucial point; her certainly should not lead the witness 
with such questions as "What type of emblems--", 

PROSECUTION: (Mr ELOWITZ): I will rephrase the question. 

PRESIDENT: Alright. 

Q.(Continuing) What type of uniform was Indelicato wearing ? 
A 0. D. uniform. 
What insignia did he wear on that uniform ? 


He wore his Red Cross armband. 


Q 
A 
Q Did he have any special insignia on his helmet ? 
A 


He did. 


PRESIDENT: I will again remind the Prosecution to dis- 
continue asking leading questions. 
Qe Q You have testified that you saw Indelicato shot - I ask 
you how far away you were standing from Indelicato when you saw him 
shot ? 

About 20 yards - Nol 20 feet. 

Can you just estimate the distance ? 

20 feet 

How did you happen to see Indelicato shot ? 


I glanced in that direction before I hit the ground. 
Why did you hit the ground ? 
IT heard .the. burst.of small.anns. fire. 

Q In what direction ? 


A To my front. 
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How long did you lay on the ground ? 


What happened while you were on the ground ? 


Q 
A I estimate one hour. 
Q 
A 


There was small arms firing and I heard my buddies Screaming 
and praying. 

Q What else did you hear ? 

A I heard ‘the thud of bullets going into my buddies. 

Q You testified that you lay in the ficld about Ls minutes, 
what did you do after that ? 

A I lay until it got quiet - until I heard no mre machine- 
gun firing. 

Q Then what did you do ? 

A I raised my head to the left but therewas a buddy lying 
to my left and I could not see, so I slowly raised and looked to my 
right and I still could not see because of my buddies lying around 
me, so I took a chance and ran. 

Q Where did you run to ? 

A I ran to the rear of the group of my buddies. 

Q Then where did you finally arrive ? 

A Malmedy. 

DEFENSE: The Defense does not desire to interrogate the 
witness further. 

PRESIDENT: No further questions - witness excused. 
(There being no further questions the witness was excused and withdrew). 

PROSECUTION: The Prosecution calls as its next wi 
Kenneth E Kingston. 

KENNETH E KINGSTON, a witness for the Prosecution was duly 
sworn and testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION:(Lt. BYRNE). 


Q Will you speak y so that everybody can hear. Please 
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#y2 state your full name 7? 


21s 8 A Kermeth E. Kingston. 


Your address ? 

Allentown, Pennsylvania. 

What is your occupation ? 

Steel worker, 

Were you formerly in the United States Army ? 

Yese 

On 17 December 19); were you in the United States Army ? 
Yes I was. 


What was your organization on that date ? 


> 2 Fr © > © Fr OB fF 


Battery "BY 285, Field Artillery Battalions 
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43,5/21,1sp Q On the 17th of December 1944, where was 

your organization located? 

A Schevenhutte, Germany. 

Q Did you have a military mission on the 17th 
of December? 

A Yes. We were in route from Schevenhutte 
Germany to a little town outside of St. Viht past 
Bastogne. 

Q Do you remember the names of any of the 
towns that you passed through on that day? 


A Eupen and Malmedy. 


Q With reference to Prosecution's Exhibit 


No. 5, the large map on the wall to your right, 1s 
a part of the route you took shown there? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Would you walk over to the map and point 
out the portion of the route that is shown on the 
map? 

(Whereupon the witness did as directed.) 

Q You are pointing to the village of Malmedy. 
What direction did you go when you left Malmedy? 
A Southeast. 


And continuing from Malmedy 


y, where did you 


South. 
Q You are pointing to a cross roads at the 
village of Baugnez. What direction did you proceed 
from that cross road? 


A Southwest. 
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Q About how far from the cross roads did your 
convoy proceed? 

A Well, I proceeded about 500 yards south of 
the cross roads. 

Q You have testified that.you traveled about 
500 yards south of the cross roads. What happened 


at that time? 


A | Well, the convoy stopped because it was 


being straffed with machine gun fire and 88 fire. 

Q And what did you do? 

A The convoys stopped and I seen all the 
heading for the ditches in the field, so I got 
out and went to the left hand side of the road 
the ditch. 

Q Were there any buildings in the vicinity 
of where you headed for the ditch? 

A Yes, sir. I got in front of the house 
by the wood pile there. 

Q About how far away from the road were you? 

A Two or three feet. 

Q And after you got to that side of the road, 
what did you do? 

Well, I laid in the ditch there for a 
few minutes and Corporal Flechsig and Mike Skoda 
came over a few minutes later, 

And then what happened? 

A Well, machine guns and the 88 were flying 
all around the place there and we just laid in the 
ditch waiting there a few minutes. 

Q About how long did you lie there? 
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A I would say about 10 or 15 minutes. 

Q After you had laid there for 10 or 5 
minutes, did you leave? 

A No, sir. I seen Corporal Conrad and 
Corporal Garrett get up and run over to the truck 
for their arms and Corporal Garrett got up to the 
ditch all right and Corporal Conrad was running 
over to the ditch when the shell came, and he 
hollered as if he was hurt and Corporal Garrett 
told him to get into the ditch. 

Q And after Conrad got back in the ditch, 
then what happened? 

A We laid in the ditch there for a few 
minutes when Sergeant Nearig and Sergeant 
Stabulis and Flack and Hall got up and ran across 
the country towards the woods. 


Q When you say they took off across the 


flelds towards the woods, what direction did they 


go? 


them from 





Q Could you see the machine gun? 
A No, sir. I seen it later on. 


Q What direction did the machine gun fire 


come from? 

A East. 

Q After you saw these four men shot, then 
what did you do? 


A Well, we stayed there for a couple of 


seconds and then a tank pulled up along the side 


of the house and along the road, 

Q What direction did the tank come from? 

A East. It made the turn. It came on to 
Macadam Road and the 88 pointed right at us so 
we stood up and put our hands up. 

Q How did you hold your hands? 

LT. BYRNE: Tet the record indicate that 
witness raised his hands over his head. 

Q Did the first tank make any effort to take 

prisoner? 

A Yes, sir. 

“hat did they do? 
told us to march up 


iid you march wp the 


direction 
do you mean? 
A North. 
Q Is that back towards the cross roads you 


have indiéafed on* the map? 





Q As you proceeded up the road towards the 
cross roads, did anything happen? 

A Well, we had to walt until there was three 
or four other tanks behind this first tank and as 
they pulled up on Macadam Road they stood up on the 
turrets of the tank and fired on the four bodies 
lying on the other side of the field. 

Q Did you wait until after these four tanks 
had passed before you started back across the 
cross roads? 

LT. WAHLER: If the Court please, counsel 
is again leading the witness. 

PRESIDENT: Be more careful of that. 
Continue questioning. 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (LT, BYRNE CONTD) 


Q You have testified there were three or four 


tanks in this group that approached, is that right? 


1 you waited at the house for some little 
time. What happened after you had waited here 
while these tanks went by? 

Well, we were standine there as prisoners 
with our hands up and some fellow in the first 
tank stoo p and 
lying there with carbi 
as the second pulled up, they fired into those 
oedies with the carbines and machine gun so we 
just waited until the four tanks went bj Then we 
walked up the. road. 

2 Were -theresany vehtoles alonr 
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you went up the road? 


A Yes sir, armored columns on the right hand 


side and our columns on the left. 


Q Did you have any conversation with anyone 


on the way up this road? 

A Well, we seen Lt. Rierden and Corporal 
Fleshig and I told them to get down. Then we 
walked up the road I would say about 30 or 40 
feet. Then we saw a German officer jump out of 
a vehicle, and he asked us if we were chauffeurs 
and we told him no, so then he motioned for us to 
move on up the road, and as I started up the road, 
he gave me a boote So we marched on up the road 
and a couple of fellows in an armored half track 
called us over to their track and took our cigarettes 
and gloves. 

Q Did you continue up the road? 

A Yes, sir. 

How far did you go? 

Well, we walked up to the cross roads. 

What happened after you arrived at the 
cross roads? 

Well, they had us in like a little forma- 


lL our personal 


from you personall 
Yes sir, my wrist watch and fountain pen. 
Jid you remain at the cross roads there? 
A Yes sir, we waited there for a few minutes 


until they brought 
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Q About how many prisoners were in the group? 
A Well, at the time I got there, there was 
about 16, and later on, I imagine there was close 
to 70 or 80. : 
Q Did you recognize the uniforms of your 
captors? 
Yes, sir. 
Do you know what uniforms they were? 


Yes, sir. 


, 

What were they? 

Well, there were some black uniforms with 
blue braid around the hat and shoulders and 
were some with camouflaged uniforms on. 

What nationality were the capturing troops? 

German. 

Had you seen German troops before this time? 

Yes, sir, 


Q Did you recognize the insignia on any of 


vehicles? 


A Yes, sir. 
Q What was it? 
Like black and white cross. 
ter you remained tb the cross roads as 


y minutes, 


German soldiers told us to 
move back, kept on telling us to move back, move 
ack, move back, so we moved back until we got 
against the barbed wire fence, and a lot of fellows 
didn't know what to do so they jumped over the 
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fence. So we jumped over the fence and they kept 
on howling, move back, move back, until we got 
about 20 feet behind the fence. 

Q After you were out in the field about how 
many prisoners were in the group? 

A I would say around a hundred. 

Q While you were out in the field, did any- 
thing unusual occur? 

A Yes sir. There were two fellows wounded. 
I was wounded in the arm and also Corporal Stevens 
was wounded in the arm. So Lt. Lary asked per- 
mission from the company of German soldiers if it 
was allowed to perform first aid. 

Q Was the permission granted? 

A Yes, si Indelicato was allowed to 
perform first aid. 

Q Then what happened? 


A Well, Indelicato was performing first aid 


, and Stevens, he hadhim laying down on his back 


fixings his arm and Sergeant Ahrens and I and 
Mike Skoda and I were in a group there talking to 
him just about 15 feet when I heard two shots fired. 
o fired the shots? 
n't. 
the shots come 
Well, they came from the road, fror the east. 
What side of the road was the field on that 
you t described you were in? 
The rig ha side. 
Q When you described 


this highway, which direction were you facing? 
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A We were facing east. 


fal 


Q Will you look at the map, at Prosecution 


Exhibit No. 3 and you have described the highway 


as running from the cross roads south, is that 
correct? 

A Yes. 

Q Is that the road to which you are referring? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Which direction were you facing when you 
described the right hand side of the road? 

A We were facing to the Macadam Road, 

Q I don't believe you understand my question. 
When you desorived the right hand side of the road, 
which direction are you facing? 

North and south. 
You are only facing one of those directions. 
one are you facing? 
The road runs north and south. 
you describe the right hand side of 
road, which direction are you looking? 
I am looking south. 
hich side of the road was the field on 


that vou have described? 


sre standing in 
you facing the road or away from 
the road, 
have described two shots that you 


What occurred after those two s 


ots 





A Well, they started the machine guns there. 


There were three half tracks lined up guarding 


us there and machine guns started first and they 
started from the left to the right hitting 
Indelicato first. 

Q How do you know Indelicato was hit? 

A T seen him hit the ground. 

Q And after Indelicato was hit, what 
happened? 

A I hit the ground. 

Q You have described three vehicles. Do 
you know whether or not there was firing from all 
three of those vehicles? 

I imagine so because it sounded like it. 

How lone did the firing continue? 

For about 10 or 15 minutes. 

Were you hit during the firing? 

Yes, sir. I was grazed three times. 

Where were you wounded? 

In the leg, by the spine and in the hand. 

And after the firing had continued for ten 
minutes as you have described, then what occurred? 

the firing stopped and as these 

armored hicles vu iowm Macadam Road, they 
would throw 
while they were passin 

‘} Did you see the armored vehicles going down 
the road? 

Raw iairamied 


look. 





Q When you say armed vehicles, what kind of 
vehicles do you mean? 

A ‘Tanks and half tracks. 

Q Do you Imow what kind of tanks and half 
tracks made up the convoy that was passing you? 

A I would say they were mark Iv and mark V 
tanks. 

Q Had you seen mark IV and mark V tanks 
before that day? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q How long did you remain in the field after 

shooting? 

A I stayed in the field until about 4:50 
that evening. 

Q From the time of the original shooting 
until you left the field, did anything occur in 
the field? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q What was it? 

A Well, after they got done machine gunning 
us, why there were foot troops come in the field 
amonc the men lying and groaning and that stuff 
and the ones they would see moaning and groaning 
they would shoot. 

id anything h 
Yes, sir. 
Q What was it? 


A One of the German soldiers must have 


seen that I was moved or still alive, so he pieked 


up my hand to take the ring off and he stood back 
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about three feet and fired two rounds into my 


helmet missing my head, 


Q About how long was this after the initial 
shooting? 

A I would say about five or ten minutes. 

Q You have testified that you remained in 
the field until around 4:30 or 5 o'clock, is that 
correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q What happened about that time? 

Around 4:50 or 5? 

That is correct, 

Well, I heard somebody holler, "Let's go", 
so I got up and took off across the country. 

Q Where did you go? 

A Right into Malmedy. 

Q Going back to the initial straffing of 
your column, you have described part of the fire 
that you received as fire from 88's, is that 
correct? 


sir, I imagine so because it sounded 


of the guns? 
38's mounted on all the tanks. 
nere was 3's mounted on 
all the tanks, how do you deseribe it? 
A I would say about 10 or 15 feet long with 
a flashlight. 
lo you distinguish an 88 as you have 
ed it from a 7.5? 
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A That goes by the millimeter. 
Q My question was directed to observing it. 
How would you tell the difference? 
A Well, by the size of the hole in the tank. 
Would you be certain as to whether or not 
there were 88's or 7.5's mounted on these vehicles? 
Well, there might heve been 7.5's there, 
thought they were 88's, 
Were there prisoners represented in the 
composed of any unit other than your own? 
I didn't pay much attention to that, sir. 


Q You have described a man named Indelicato 


as bandaging the wounds of two men, is that correct? 


Was Indelicato from your organization? 
Yes, sir, he was our corporal medic, 
What insignia 1f any was he wearing? 
He had a Red Cross arm band and he also 
a red cross painted on his helmet. 
Q Was that the same man that vou have 


described as 


arly part of your testimony 
believe you stated that there were four or 


Americans ¢ arose out of the ditch ana 





Q These four or five Americans did not surrender 


is that correct? 
A No, sir, they were shot. 


Q At no time did you see these four or five 


Americans with their hands raised in the air, did 


you? 

A I did not have time to. 

Q You also testified that there was an 
armor column parked on the right side of the road 
adjacent to the field in which you were and a 
number of other Americans were standing, is that 
correct? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Can you tell me the number and types of 
vehicles that were in this armored colwm? 

A No, sir. I didn't count them. 

Q Now relative to these three SPW's that you 
mentioned, where were they standing with relation 
to your position in the field? I mean by an SPW 
a half track. 

They were lined up right along the barbed 


wire fence there in front of us. 


And you are definite that there were 


I didn't pay close enough attention. 
Q Could there have beentwo of them and one 
Panzer or one tank? 
What was that 


, Sir? 


Could there have been ty 
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and one tank? 


A Well, I seen three half tracks there. I 
don't know. 


Q Did you at any time see any firing coming 


from either one of these SPW'!s? 


A I didn't see the firing, but I kmow it 


Do you know from what vehicles this fire 


No, sir. As soon as I heard the machine 
gun firing, I hit the dirt. 

Q While you were standing in the field, did 
you have an opportunity to notice the number of 
vehiclés proceeding down the road south towards 
Engelsdorf? 

A Yes, sir. They were moving along the 
road while we were standing In the field. 

Q Was there a great deal of traffic pro- 
ceeding along that hishway? 


Well, it moved like a regular convoy 


captors 
uniforms. Cc , g ne an idea ss 
to number of German soldiers that had black uni- 


forms on? 





in the tanks that I took notice, had black uniforms 
on with blue braid around the hat. 

Q Did you see any German soldiers who were 
not in their tanks wearing blaok uniforms? 

A. Yes sir, the ones that came in the field 
and shot us up with small arm fire. 

About how many of those? 

I don't know. I didn't count them, sir. 

Do you have any ideas as to the number? 

No, sir. 

Now relative to those that wore camouflaged 
uniforms, do you know from what types of vehicles 
or units they were? 

A Well, they were right of the back of the 
half tanks there. 


And how many of these indtviduals did you 


A I walked over to one half track and they 


were lined up on both sid There were seats in 


back of the half track I imagin here were eight 


from their vehicle and go into 


sip 


were on foot 


infantry soldi 





infantry because they most generally ride there. 


Q 


Q Did you at any time hear any of the officers 


in charge give orders to their troops? 


A They were running around there and laughing 


and howling and everything -- I didn't know what 
the hell was going on. 


LT. WAHLER; That is all. 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION ( LT. BYR} 

Q I have one further question. You testified 
that vehicles as they passed the field after the 
initial shooting fired into the field. How do 
you know that those passing vehicles fired into 
the field? 

A Well, they would give a small burp from 
the machine gun and then stop. 

a} Did you see the guns pointed in the 
direction of the field? 

A No, sir, but I seen the bullets hit them. 


BYRNE: No further questio 


reupon the witness was excused 
PROSE Ny * the Court ple 
prosecution 
Prosecution 
the--original.Inspecior. 
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report, dated 27 January 1945, reference number of 


originating office IG, 101, exhibit A, exhibit J ana 


exhibit P which consist of 55 photographs. 

LT. COL. DWINELL:; Defense objects to this 
as a violation of the best evidence rule and as 
far as the testimony that is incorporated in the 
exhibit is concerned and also objects to the photo- 
graphs that are introduced as part of the exhibit 
because no proper foundation has been laid for 
them as to time and place. A foundation must be 
laid to indicate that these photographs represent 
the exact conditicn of the place and the exact time 
when the incident took place. 

PROSECUTION: If the Court please, I believe 
the rule in this case which applies to Military 
Government Courts is that an Inspector General's 
report is admissible in evidence in whole or in 
part. 

COLONEL ROSENFELD: Court will reserve its 
decision on admission of this subject until after 
the afternoon recess. 

Court will recess until 1520. 


(Whereupon the Court at 1450 recessed.) 
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(Whereupon the court reconvened at 1530, 21 May 1946) 


PROSECUTION: Let the record show that all 
the members of the court, all of the members of the prosecution, 
all of the members of the defense, all of the defendants and the 
reporter are present. If the court please, there is an addition- 


al interpreter to be sworn at this time, 


(Whereupon Mr. Helmut Bodenheim, U. S. Civilian, was 


sworn as an interpreter.) 


LAW MEMBER: There being no further objection, 
the law member will make the ruling for the President. The court 
finds that the document introduced into evidence has a bearing 
on the case before it and it will therefore be admitted into evi- 
dence, for whatever probative value it may have in connection 


with this case; it will be marked Exhibit P-27. 


PROSECUTION; If the court please, I have 
copies of Exhibits A, J and P, which I will give to the court 


to look at, if I may read Exhibit P-27, 


DEFENSE; May it please the court, the de- 
fense has no objection, in view of the previous ruling, to the 
reading of this report, but these other "Exhibits" are nothing 
but pictures that are attached, as a part of the original 1.¢. 
investigation. May I inquire of the prosecution whether they 
intend to connect all of the photographs which are attached to 


the I.G. report? 


PROSECUTION: One of the subsequent wit- 


nesses will identify a great number of these pictures. 
DEFENSE: Still, I think that that doesn't 
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answer our question as to whether all of these photographs will 
be identified. 


PROSECUTION: It has already been admitted 
and it is a part of Exhibit P-27. In order to expedite matters, 
the prosecution will withdraw these Photographs at this time. 


The prosecution requests permission to read Prosecution Exhibit 
Pe27. 


PRESIDENT; Granted, 


(Whereupon the document referred to (P-27), having 
been previously marked and identified and received into evidence, 


was read to the court by the prosecution, as follows:) 
PROSEOUTION: The Exhibit reads as follows; 


“HEADQUARTERS 
FIRST UNITED STATES ARMY 
Office of the Inspector General 
Command Headquarters 
APO 230 
Information to Establish 
Prima Facie Case Required by SHALF 
Court of Inquiry 
Reference Number of 
Originating Office; 
IG-101 27 January 1945 
7 8 Commanding General, Twelfth Army Group, APO 665. 
FROM: Commanding General, First U.S. Army, APO 230. 
Date and Time: 26 January 1945. Own File Ref: IG-101 
1. Mature of Violations; 
Massacre of approximately 120 American prisoners of war 
with small arms and machine gun fire after they had been 
searched and disarmed, and were then assembled in a field 


with their hands up in the air. Later, wounded American 


Pats and those who showed signs of life were killed by 
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pistol or rifle bullets fired at close range, or by crushing in 


the skull with a rifle butt or other heavy object. In several 
cases, there was maltreatment of a dead body in that both eyes 


of an American Pi were gouged out, probably while he was still 


alive. 


2. Blace, Date, Tine: 

In a field southwest of and in the vicinity west of crossroads 
at K-814019, at Belgium, at approximately 1400 hours, 17 December 
1944, 


3. Brief Resume of Incident (See Exhibit A for Sketch Map): 

a. At about 1400 hours, 17 December 1944, Battery B, 285th 
Field Artillery Observation Battalion, was traveling in a convoy 
going south on the highway between Malmedy and St. Vith, Belgium. 
As the last vehicles in the convoy were clearing the crossroads 
at Baugnes (coordinate K-814019) and while most of the vehicles 
were on the straight stretch of road (Highway N-23) going south 
from this crossroads toward St. Vith, the entire column was sudden- 
ly fired upon by machine gun and artillery fire from the direction 
of the road (Highway N-32) going to Weismes and from a wooded area 
south of that road. The column of American vehicles halted and 
most of the officers and enlisted men jumped into a ditch along 
the west side of Highway N-23. A few of the soldiers, including 
Corporal George E. Graeff, Corporal Robert B Conrad, 7/5 Bugene 
H. Garrett, Private First Class Donald L. Bower, t/5 Warren R. 
Schmitt, and 7/4 Robert P. Mearig, ran across a field toward the 
west and hid in the woods, tall grass, brush, or ditches a short 
distance west of Highway N-23, and subsequently escaped without 
being captured. A few other soldiers who were near the crossroads 
when the firing started, including 1/5 John A. O'Connell, 1/4 


Selmer H. Leu, 1/5 Harold N. Billow, all of Battery "B", 285th 
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Tield Artillery Observation Battalion, Private First Class James 
M. McKinney, 575th Ambulance Company, and Private First Clase 
Homer D. Ford of the 518th MP Battalion, who was directing traffic 
at the road junction, ran behind a brick house standing on the 
southwest corner of the road intersection and hid in a barn or 
shed. 


b. ‘The machine gun and artillery fire on the column of An- 


erican vehicles continued for about ten to fifteen mimtes and 


then two German tanks and some half-track vehicles came down the 
road from the direction of Weismes. Upon reaching the intersec- 
tion, these vehicles turned south on the road toward St. Vith. 
The tanks directed machine gun fire into the ditch along the side 
of the road in which the American soldiers were crouching, and 
upon seeing this, the other American soldiers dropped their wea- 
pons and raised their arms over their heads. The surrendering 
American soldiers were then required to march back to the road 
intersection, and while doing this and as they passed by some 

of the German vehicles then on Highway N-23, German soldiers on 
these vehicles took from the American prisoners of war such items 
as wrist watches, rings and gloves. The American soldiers were 
then assembled on the St. Vith road in front of a house standing 
on the southwest corner of the intersection. Other German sold- 
ders who had arrived at the road intersection in tanks and half 
track vehicles, further searched some of the captured Americans 


at this place and also took valuables from them, 


c. American Pw's from units other than Battery "B", 285th 
Field Artillery Observation Battalion, were also placed in this 
assemblage. Some of these American soldiers from other units 
had been previously captured by the German tank column, or by 


individual German reconnaissance vehicles, and they had been 
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forced to travel with the German column, or individual vehicles, 
to this road intersection. Along these were two officers and 
nine enlisted men of the Reconnaissance Company, 32nd Armored 
Regiment, who, while traveling south in four one-quarter ton 
trucks, were captured when they met in the German column approx- 
imately one and one-half miles north of St. Vith. They were 
then forced to ride in their own one-quarter-ton trucks in the 


German column, estimated to have been approximately two miles 


long, along a route on side roads toward the north and east of 
the Melmedy-St. Vith highway. Prior to the capture of these 


eleven officers and enlisted men, at least one unidentified 
American soldier was already a prisoner of war in the German 
column. Zarlier that day, Staff Sergeant Herman Johnson, Company 
"y", 23rd Infantry, 2nd Division, was also captured by a German 
tank, and after being questioned he was forced to ride in an 
armored car with the Germans for approximately three hours, while 
they engaged in reconnaissance and cutting communication lines. 
This armored car joined the other German vehicles at the Baugnes 
road intersection and Staff Sergeant Johnson was made to join 


the other American PW's,. 


da. One officer and five or six enlisted men of the 575th 
and 546th Ambulance Companies, who had been riding in ambulances 
and in a one-quarter-ton truck from Malmedy toward Weismes, were 
also fired upon by the German column when the vehicles approached 
or had passed the crossroads at Baugnez. Some of these individ- 
uals were then also captured and placed in the assemblage of the 
American P's on the road. Likewise, two trucks of the 86th En- 
gineer Battalion (HP) upon approaching the road intersection from 
the direction of Malmedy behind the vehicles in the column of 


Battery "B", 285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion, were 
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halted and at least one of the Engineer soldiers was taken pri- 
soner. One unidentified Lieutenant Colonel in an American Offi- 
cer's uniform, apparently taken prisoner at about this same time, 
Was also seen at this crossroads. However, he was placed in a 
1/4 ton truck, under guard, and was driven down the road toward 
St. Vith. The evidence indicates that this officer had a head 
wound as his face was bandaged. Iikewise, in another 1/4 ton 
truck, several American soldiers with markings on their helmets 


"MGP" were taken away from the scene, under guard, toward St. Vith. 


@. The American P's who were assembled on the road near 
the intersection were then directed to go into a field south of 
the house (House No. 6) on the southwest corner of the intersec- 
tion and west of the road going toward St. Vith. Medical aid 
men, wearing the Red Cross brassards on their sleeves, wanted to 
give first aid treatment to the American wounded, but this they 
were denied by the Germans. At about this same time, a German 
light tank or half-track attempted to maneuver itself into posi- 
tion on the road so that its cannon would be directed at the 
group of American PW's gathered in the field approximately twenty- 
to twenty-five yards from the road, This, however, was stopped 
by a German officer, apparently because the maneuvering of the 
vehicle into position on the road interfered with the traffic 
of other German vehicles. Shortly after this, other German tanks 
and half-tracks came around the corner and proceeded along the 
road toward St. Vith. Some of these stopped when they came qposite 
the field in which the unarmed American PW's were standing in a 
group, with their hands up in the air or clasped behind their 
heads. A German soldier, believed to be an officer or a non- 
commissioned officer, in one of these vehicles which stopped, 
raised up and pointed a pistol and took deliberate aim and fired 


into the group of American Pif's. One of the American soldiers 
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fell. This was repeated a second time and another American sold- 
ier in the group fell to the ground. At about this time, machine 
guns on two of the vehicles on the road started to fire into the 
group of American PW's in the field, All, or most, of the American 
soldiers dropped to the ground and stayed there while the firing 
continued for two or three minutes. Most of the individuals in 
the field were hit by this machine gun fire. The German vehicles 
on the road then moved on toward the south and were followed by 
more vehicles which also came from the direction of Weismes and as these 
latter vehicles came opposite the field in which the American sold- 
ders were lying, they also fired with small arms from the moving 


vehicles at the prostrate bodies in the field. 


f. Movements of German vehicles along the road occured in- 
termittently for approximately an hour and a half. Shortly after 
the initial firing upon the American Pil's in the field, a few of 
the American soldiers attempted to run away from the scene, but they 
were fired upon and they did not go very far before they were hit 
and/or had to stop running. There is no evidence that any of 
these escaped or are now living. Later, evidently during periods 
when there was no movement of vehicles, on the road, some of the 
other American Pw's got up and ren away from the scene, but they 
were fired upon with machine gun and small arms fire from the road 
intersection, where one tank and some German soldiers were on 
guard, After running a short distence, and after being fired up- 
on agein, some of these soldiers again dropped to the ground and 
played dead. Some German soldiers, evidently from the group of 
those who were on guard at the road intersection, then walked 
among the group of American Pif's who were still in the original 
position on the field, and also among those who had run away 
for a short distance, and shot with pistol or rifle fire, or clubbed 


with a rifle butt, or other heavy object, any of the individual 
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American soldiers who still showed sigs of life. In som 
instances, the American PW evidently was shot at close range 
squarely between the eyes, in the temple, or the back of the 
head; in other instances, the German soldicr would back off or 
fire at the prostrate American soldier from greater distances, 
varying from one to two yards to possibly ten or more yards, 

In a few of the latter cases, the German soldier's aim apparent~ 
ly was bad and the American soldiers so fired upon, including 


T/5 Kenneth E, Kingston and Private John R, Keller, both of 


Battery "B", 285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion, later 


escaped, 


ge Approximately one and a half to two hours after the 
first firing upon the American P's in the field took place, 
and after no more vehicular traffic had been heard on the road 
for several minutes, one of the American soldiers, Private Will- 
iam Reem, Battery "B", 285th Field Artillery Observation Battal- 
ion, who was among the soldiers lying in the field said: "Now 
is our chance to make abreak for it." Approximately 20 or 25 
of the American soldiers then jumped up and ran toward the west 
and northwest, some entering and hiding in the nearby houses, 
sheds, and hedgerows, When they ran, they were again fired upon 
by the guards and by the tank at the road intersection. Some 
of the individuals in the group kept on going and managed to 
escape to our orm lines, The Germans set fire to a shed into 
which some of the escaping American Pi/'s had run and from the 


evidence obtained, re is no indication that any of these 
Americans survived. The burning of the shed also set fire to 
the house standing on the southwest corner of the road inter- 


section. 
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h,. The atrocities committed against the American Pits 
by the German troops were partially witnessed by some of the 
civilians living in the vicinity of the road junction. One 
man, Henri Lejoly, age 45, and a woman, Frau Adele Bodarwe, 
age about 55 (a widow stated to have three sons in the German 
Army), were at the road intersection and witnessed the Amer- 
ican soldiers being assembled and searched on the road, prior 


to their being taken to the field, They also later saw the 


initial machine gun firing from the German vehicles on the 


St. Vith road into the group of American P's gathered in the 
field. When this happened, Frau Bodarwe was stated to have 
remarked, "Oh, my God't, in French and she then went inside her 
owm house (House Noe 6). Mr, lejoly stated that he had re- 
turned to his house (House Noe 5) where he stayed for about 
half an hour, at which time he went ovtside again, As he came 
to the south side of his house, a German soldier in a tank, 
which was on the Weismes road near the intersection, fired sev- 
eral shots from a pistol at him. Mr. Lejoly ran back into the 
house and the tank then fired a cannon shot and a machine gun 
into the house. He again went outside, with his hands up in 
the air, and talked with the German noncommissioned officer 

in charge of the tank, protesting the action being taken 
against a disinterested civilian, This noncommissi 

then gave Mr. Lejoly a piece of paper on which I 


his name and field post office add 


1 government on the damarce 
done to the house, This is the only sitive direct evidence 
that could be obtained in this investigation regarding the 


or took part in the atrocity, 





the subsequent atrocities following the initial machine gun 
fire into the field where the American Pil's were assembled. 
He has not seen Frau Bodarwe since he left her on that occas— 


ion and she could not be located during this investigation. 


i. Another Henri Lejoly, age 50, living in House No, 7, 


while looking out of an upstairs window also saw the American 
P's being assembled in the field. The manner in which it was 
being done by the Germans made him suspect that they were. fo- 
ing to shoot the Americans. Not wanting to be a witness to 
such an act, he left the window, but he heard the machine gun 
firing immediately afterwards. After going downstairs, he 
looked out through the door and saw several American soldiers 
run by his house in a northwesterly direction. He heard more 
firing and saw the American soldiers drop. He stayed in the 
» rest of the day and did not witness anything else, 
The following morning, 18 December 19), he found two wounded 
American soldiers in a shed by his house, They stayed there 
for several days, during which time German soldiers, usually 
in pairs, came by daily and saw the two wounded Americans, 
The pairs of German soldiers were stated to have been different 
ones each day, but there was always "one bad one" and "one good 
one", The bad one wanted to kill the two Americans, but the 
good one always objected to it. The testimony of Private 
Angelo Accetti, a woun ied German Pil, who located 
189th Station Hospital, APO 562, on 17 January 
he was one of 

wounded men, (See Exhibit 0, pages 58 t« L-) It was not 
practicable during this investigation to attempt identifi 
tion of Accetti by Mr, Lejoly, or by other members of his 

shold. One of the American soldiers, believed to be 


Staff, Sergeant John BD, Osberne, 37022567, F 


(Reading of P+27) 





Field Artillery Observation Battalion, died after two or three 
days, and he was removed from the shed and placed outside on 
the ground by Mr. Lejoly. The identification or disposition 
of the other American soldier could not be determined, however, 
the evidence indicates that he might have been evacuated by 


the Germans, A} 


he Vietims : 


a. Lary, Virgil P. Ist Lt 01181338 Btry B 295th FA Bn 


be Ahrens, Kenneth F, Sgt 330950 Btry B 285th FA Bn 


c. Appman, Charles F, T/5 -- *" 


DEFENSE: May it please the court, the de- 


fense will agree to stipulate as to this tabulation. 


LAW MEMBER: Yes, there appears to be no 
necessity for reading this into the record, The court will 


have this before it and may refer to it, 


PROSECUTION: Very well, sir, We would 
like to continue with the reading of some further narrative 


portions, 


(Whereupon the prosecution continued his reading as 


follow. 


"7. Perpetrators: 


a. 8 or Persons 2d_to be Responsible: 





(1) Intelligence data and interrogation of captured 
German PW's shows that the German colum which arrived at the 
Baugnez road intersection at approximately 100 hours, 17 Dec- 
ember 19), was a Combat Team (Kampferuppe Peiper) of the 1st 


SS..Panzer. Division composed of: 
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"1st Bn, 1st SS Panzer Regt, LAH 

6 = 8 King Tigers of the 501st Tank Bn. 

3rd Bn, 2nd SS Pa. Regt, (also possibly 2nd Bn) 

9th Company, 1st SS Pz, Regt LAH (Engr Co) 

6th Company, 1st SS Engr. Pn. 

Sth Btry, 1st SS Arty Regt. 

Elements of Parachute Inf, Regt. Z5V, 
including 12th Company, 

Penal Platoon attached to Engineers, 


"The mission of this combat team was to capture Liege, Belgium, 


but it was stopped by the Allies at LaGleize on 19-23 December 
1944 and sustained heavy losses, The evidence indicates that 
the spearhead of the column probably consisted of all or part 
of the 1st Battalion, lst SS Panzer Regiment LAH, consisting 
of 1 and 2 Companies (Panther) and 6 and 7 Companies (Mark IV), 
Fach Company had 17 tanks and 90-100 men (17~2l years old). 


The following units were probably also with the spearhead: 


"1st Platoon, 9th Company (Engineer with attached personn- 


el from a penal or disciplinary unit. 
3rd Platoon, 12th Company, Para Regt Z2V 


3rd Platoon, 9th Company (Engineer) 


King Tiger Tanks of the 501st Tank Bn, 


"Testimony of the German Pi!'s shows that orders to shoot Amer- 
ican PW's were given by Untersturmfeuhrer Hering and Unter- 
scharfeuhrer Persin (or Persil) both of or with the 9th Com- 


pany (Engineers), 


(1) Witnesses description of type of enemy units, de- 


f clothing and equipment: 


(a) Type of Enemy Unit: Combat Team, mainly 
composed of SS troops wearing the SS insignia on coat lapels. 
Also some parachute personnel, wearing wing insignias on 


breast pockets. 
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(b) Details of clothing: A variety of uniforms 
were observed by the witnesses, The crews of the armored ve- 
hicles wore black uniforms with leather jackets over them, 
Other German soldiers wore camouflage suits over the normal 
uniforms, described as being dark green, light green, grey 
or black uniforms, Shoulder tabs on the uniforms were of 
different colors -- yellow, light blue, and black. Headgear 
also varied, with some German soldiers wearing steel helmets, 
tank helmets, peaked caps (like hunting caps), or caps simi- 
lar to the U. S. service cap. The description of the SS in- 
signia on coat lapels also varied from silver lightning streaks 
on a very dark background to black streaks of lirhtning on a 
light grey or a red background. The German soldiers who later 
killed the wounded American P's lying in the field with pis- 
tol and rifle fire at close range, wore black uniforms with 
boots and black peaked caps, One German officer wore a dark 
cap with a skull insignia on the front center, One German 


soldier also wore a blue polka dot scarf, 


"(2) Only one Feldpost number was obtained through 
interrogation of local tnhabitants: Feldposten 1;8935 (See Exhi- 


bit I). 


"(3) Description of Vehicles: Tanks: Tiger, Panth- 


er, and Mark IV, or light tanks. The Tiger tanks were equip- 
ped with flash hiders on the guns, One tank, described as a 
long one and equipped with 88 m n had a marking on it 
-lU' (See Exhibit RB, Q 722-723). Another large tank had a 
number, either 831 or 631, on it (See Exhibit B, page 233). 
Another tank had 639 marked on it in large numbers (See Exhi- 
bit B, Q. 2152). No identifications on any other vehicles 


were obtained, The descriptions indicate that there were a 
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considerable number of half-track vehicles in the colum, 
The evidence further indicates that there were approximately 


90 to 100 track vehicles in the colum, ' 


"() No information was obtained from Allied Unit 
War Diaries, 


"(5) See Exhibit O for interrogation reports of enemy 


prisoners of war captured in the area. 


"8, Name and unit of officer who will be responsible for 


assisting Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Force 
Court of Inquiry, in its investigation of the incident and 


location at which the court will report: 


"Lt Col, Alvin B, Welsch, IGD, Assistant Inspector 
General, Headquarters First U. S, Army. Signed: Alvin 2, 
Welsch, Lieutenant Colonel, Inspector General's Department, 


Assistant Army Inspector General." 
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PROSECUTION: The Prosecution calls as its next witness, 
Kenneth Ahrens, Osptain Shumacker will conduct the interrogation 
for the Prosecution. 

KOINETH F. AHRENS, an American civilian, called as a witness 
for the Prosecution, being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and other proceedings 
were interpreted to the German comsel and the accusede) 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Captain Shumacker) s 

Q Will you state your name, occupation and residences 

A Kenneth F. Ahrens, I am a cost accountant, I work 
for the General Electric Company in Erie, Pennsylvania, My 
address is 232 Sanford Place, Erie, Pennsylvanias 

Q Were you in the military service of the United States 
on 17 December 19)? 

a Yes, I wase 

PRESIDENT: Will the witness please talk loud enough so 
everyone in the courtroom can hear you? 

A Yes, sire 

Q What unit were you in on that date? 

a I was in Battery "BY of the 285th Field artillery 
Observation Battalion. 

What was your grade or rank at that timo? 

I was a sergeant. 

Who was your company commander? 

Wy company commander was Captain Scarboroughe 

In whose platoon were you? 

Wy platoon officer was Lieutenant Lary. 

Is that the sam Lisutenant Lary who has previously 


testified in this case? 


A Tes 
Q Were you in this truck convoy that moved south from 
Schevenhutte en route to St. Vithon 17 Deceaber 19ld4? 
474 
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4 Yea, I wate 
Q In what type of vehicle were you riding? 
4 =I was riding in a joepe 
Q = About how many vehicles were in this colwm? 
A Approximately 30. 
Q In which vehicle were you riding as far as the 
numerical order was concerned? 
4 = Iwas in the fourth vehicles 
Q How memy other men were in that vehicle with you? 
A There were three others besides myself. 
Q Did anything unusual happen insofar as this convoy 
is concermed after you left the tom of Malmedy, Belgiun? 
a Yes, there did. 

What happened? 

We went past a crossroads 

About how far from Malmedy was this crossroad you 
mentioned? 

I would say about six kilometers, 

In what direction from Malmedy was this crossroad? 

Southwest or south. 

Will you look at the map, Prosecutionts Exhibit 3 
which is hanging on the wall to your right and walking over to 
this exhibit, point out the crossroad you are referring to. 

A This is the crossroads I am referring to (indicating). 
Q With the pointer will you trace the route that your 


colum took from Malmedy to the crossroad. 


From Malmedy we took this road (indicating). 
Where were you destined? 
We were destined in the area of Bastognes 
What was the next village south of the crossroad? 
Lingneuville (Ingelsdorf). 
CAPTAIN SHUMACKER: Will you take the witness stand again, 
please, 
Abrens-Dir Q About what timo of day did you pass this crossroad? 





a At approximately 1:00 o'clock in the afternoons 
Q What happened after the convey passed the crossroad? 
a About three quarters of a mile past the ross roads” 
I noticed the convey come to a halte 
Q: Did you know why it halted? 
& «Yes, I dide 
Q Why did it halt? 
a Because we were fired upon by machine gum fire, cannon, 
and it also seemed there was some mortar fired. 
Q From which direction did this fire come? 
This fire came from an easterly direction. 
What did you do when your jeep came to a stop? 
I hit the ditch to the right of the road, 
How long did you stay in that ditch? 
I stayed in that ditch for about tw minutes. 


I crawled out of the ditch, heading for a house on 
the eastem side of the road directly across from the diteh. 


Why did you go over to this house? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
a 
Q Then where did you go and for what purpose? 
A 
eas 
Q 
A 


The fire was hitting pretty heavy and I figured the 
house would offer me some shelter, you might say, or protection 
from the fires 

Q Were any of your buddies, men of your battery with you 
when you got over to this house on the east side of the road? 

A Yes, there were approximately ten mens 

Q Up to that time had you secn any enemy weapons or any 
enemy vehicles? 

A Noe 

Q Where were you whem you first saw any onemy weapons or 
any eneny vehicles? 

A I was right alongside of this houses 


Q Ani what enemy weapons or equipment did you see? 
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A ‘The first vehicle I saw was a tanks 

Q and where was the tank whe you saw it? 

& ‘The tank was coming towards me on the road toward 
Lingneuvilles 

Q In what direction was the tank moving, north, south, 
east or west? 

A Bouts 

Q What did you do when you saw this tank? 

A —_-T-notdoed the man down the road coming up on the road 
with their hands in the air. 


Q When you speak of the men dow the road, in which 
direction from you were these men? 


Worthe 

Q Then what did you do? 

A Then I laid thore until the first tank and I believe 
there were two following it passed me» 

Q and then what did you de? 

A ‘They wore spraying both sides of the road with fire and 
naturally with only a carbine, I came up on the road with ay 
hands up in the air. 

What did you do with your carbine? 

I threw it on the grounds 

Did you surrender at that time? 

I dide 

What did you do to indicate that you were surrendering? 
I threw my gum on the ground and put my hands in the air. 

Q Would you demonstrate to the court in what way you 
manifested your surrender? 





CAPT. SHUMACKERs Let the record show that the witness 
raised his arms extended over head, 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTIONs (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 

Then what did you do or where did you go? 

I was told to start walking back down the road, 
Who told you to walk back dom the road? 

The Germans that were in the tanks. 

Did you understand German? 

Hoe 

How did they tell you to go back dom the road? 
He motioned with his arm (indicating), 

Did you go back up the road alone? 

No. 


Q 
4 
Q 
a 
Q 
A 
Q 
Aa 
Q 
A 
Q 


Who went with you? 
A There was a Corporal Valensi, a Corporal Skoda, 
Gergeant Merriken and the rest of the names I can't remember, 
Q Apout how many men, other than the three that you 
have named, went back up the road? 
I would say approximately eight men. 
As you walked back up the road did any vehicles pass you? 
Yes. 
What type of vehicles were they? 
A They were armored vehicles consisting of tanks and 
half tracks. 
Q Were they Ayerican vehicles? 
A No. 
Q Whose vehicles were they? 
a They were German vehicles, 
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Q Had you seen German tanks and half tracks before? 
A = Yes. 
Q Were you able to recognise these vehicles as Gorman 
tanks and half tracks? 
You, 
In which direction were the vehicles moving? 
South, 
Where was the American truck convoy that you had been 


The vehicles were all stopped along the road. 
Beaded in which direction? 

South, 

Qn which side of the road going south? 

On the west side of the road going south, 

How far up the road did you walk? 

Approximately three quarters of a mile. 

How near to the Crossroads that you have mentioned 


Aa 
Q 
a 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 


did you reach? 

A Apout fifty yards south of the cross roadse 

Q Will you describe the Crossroads to the Court, with 
reference to the roads forming the intersection, any buildings 
that you recall and any other terrain features? 

A On the main road that we were travelling, from 
Malmedy to Ligneuville, this road runs through the cross roads, 
At the cross roads there is a road leading to the east ani at 
the cross roads there is also a road, a dirt road leading to the 
west. On the southwest corner of the cross roads there is a 
house. There is also a house on the northwest corner of the 
cross roads, Fifty yards southwest of the cross roads or 


I*ll say fifty yards soutiwrest of the house on the soutinrest 
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corner ef the cross roads there is a hedge row, this hedge 
row borders the north boundry of the field. 

Q About how large is this field that you are referring to? 

& hie field is appracimately 100 yards long, running 
parallel to the road and approximately 65 yards wide. 

Q Is this field enclosed in any way or bordered in any 
way, With the exception of the hedge row at the north end? 

Aa Yes. On the eastern side of the field, nearest the 
road is a barbed wire fence and on the other two sides there is 
also a barbed wire fence, 

Q I show you an overlay which is Exhibit A to Prosecution 
Number P-27 and ask you if you know what that overlay represents. 

A =-‘ Yes, I do. 

Q What is it? 

a It is an overlay of the Crossroads showing the field 
that I just described. 

Q Does it show the house on the soutiwest corner of 
that intersection? 

A= Yes. 

Q What mumber is the house given on the overlay? 

a That is house number six. 

Q Does it show the house on the northwest corner of 
the intersection that you described? 

A Yese 

Q What mumber does that house bear on this overlay? 

a Nymber seven. 

Q Does this overlay correctly show the roads forming 
the intersection, the Crossroads that you have described? 

a Yes, it does. 
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Q What happened when you got up to a point ~ I believe 
you said approximatcly fifty yards south ef the intersection? 

& = We were put into a single line and searched for 
valuables, wrist watches, bill folds ani so forth, 

What happened to your personal property? 

My personal property was taken away from me, 

What happened after you men were searched? 

We were told to go down into the fields On the west side. 

Q Is that the field that you previously described as being 
south of the house on the soutiwest corner? 

a Yes, it is. 

Q You say they told you to go "Down" into the Meld. Will 
you describe this field to the Court with respect to its elevation 
as compared to that of the road? 

A It is approximately two feet below the road level, 

Q Is there anything between the road and the field 
except the barbed wire fence that you have just described? 


A ditch, 


Tese 


In what part of the field did you stand? 


A 
Q 
a 
Q Did you go into the field when told to do so? 
A 
Q 
a 


I stood in the left side of the field facing the road. 
Q Was that towards the north end of the field or the 
south end of the field? 
A I; was towards the south end of the field, 
Q How many other men were in the field when you arrived? 
As Approximately 150. 
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Q Dad any others arrive after you went into the field? 
a I was one of the very last ones to be told to go 
into the field, I don't believe there was very many after I had 
gone into the field, 
Q Who were these men that were in the field with you? 
They were men from my Battery. 
Were they American soldiers? 
Yes. 


Were there any medical personnel among the men in the 


Tes. 

Can you name any of them? 

A very good friend of mine, Corporal Indelicato. 

Did you see any other medical personnel in the field? 

Yess 

Do you know wp they were? 

Mog 

Was there anything to distinguish Corporal Indelicato 
c? 


Yess 


What? 


4 
Q 
A 
Q 
4 
Q 
a 
Q 
medi 
a 
Q 
a 


The regular medic red cross band on the sleeve or 
ther, and also the red cross painted on the helmet. 


o 6 


What wes Indelicate doing when you went inte the field? 
He was giving first aid to one of the men in ny 


To whom was he giving first aid? 

Corporal Snider. 

How were you and the other men standing in the fiedd, 
if you can describe it? 
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A =I was standing a little north, when I say a "little" 
I mean a few feet north of Corporal Indelicato ami Corporal Spider. 

Were you armed? 

Noe 

Were the other men armed? 

Moe 

How were you holding your hands or your arms? 

Tike so (indicating). 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: Let the record show that the witness 
has his arms upraised with hie hands and fingers clasped above 
his head. 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 

Q How were the other men standing in so far as their 
arms were concerned? 

4A Some with their arms upraised and some with their 
arms clasped on top of their heads. 

Q While you were standing there did you notice any 
movement of traffic on the road in front of you? 

4 Yes. There was a German armored column on the road. 

Q Was it moving or was it parked? 

a Some of the vehicles were parked but most of them 
Were movinge 

In which direction were those that were moving taavelling? 

South, 

What type vehicles were stopped on the road in front 


There were three tanks stopped on the road in front of me. 
Were there any half tracks stopped on the road in 
front of you? 


A I don't remember, 
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Q Ape you sure that the three vehicles that you 
mentioned were tanks? 

A flo, I am not sure. *hey could = a couple of then 
could have been half trackse 

Q Did you notice any unusual movement of any single 
German vehicle while you were standing in the field? 

A Tes. 

Q Will you describe it? 

a There was a German standing in the turret of a tank 
waving a pistol towards us (indicating). 

Was he waving it or was he pointing it? 


Q 

As He was pointing it. 

Q Then what happened? 

A Then he fired a shot into a fellow standing apppoximately 
ten feet to the left of me. 


Q Could you tell who the shot hit? 
Mo, I couldn't. 


Did he fire any other shots, other than this single 


Yes. 

How many more shots? 

He fired one other shot. 

Then what happened? 

Then both of these men dropped to the ground. 
Which men are you referring to? 


The men standing to the left of me that were hit by 
these two bublets. 


Q Did you see the two men fall? 
a Yes. 
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Do you know who they were? 
Ho, 
Then what happened? 
Then the machine guns from the vehicles on the 
road etarted to spray us. 
Q When that started what did you do? 
& I fell to the ground. 
Q Did you fall on your back or on your stomach? 
LT. WAHLER: May it please the Court, counsel for 
the Prosecution has been leading the witness contimally ani I 
believe, at this time, he should be cautioned about addressing 
leading questions to the witness. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: I think that I have taken great 
pains not to ask the witness leading questions. 
PRESIDENT: Continue questioning. 
THE WITNESS: I fell on my stomach. 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (CAPT. SHUMACKER) 
In which direction did you fall? 
I fell with my head in a westerly direction. 
In what direction were your feet? 
My feet were towards the road. 
How long did this machine gun fire last? 
It seemed like ages but I'd say approximately five 
or ten mimtes,. 
Were you hit by this fire? 
Yes, Iwas. 
In what part of your body? 
In my backs 
Were you later hospitalized as a result of this wound? 


Yes. 
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How long were you in the hospital? 
Four months. 


Do you bear a scar on your back as a result of that 


Yes, I do. 
What happened after the machine gun fire ceased? 
There was some small arms fire taking place then. 
From where did the sound of the small arms fire come? 
It sounded more in the northern side of the field. 
Then what happened? 
Then there was more small arms fire. 
Q Were there any sounds in the field, at that time, other 
than the small arms fire that you described? 
a Yes. The men were in mich agony and there was mich 
groaning and moaning long about that time. 
Q Did you ever hear or see any soldiers come into the 
field? 
a Yes, I dide 
Will you describe that to the Court? 
A I couldn't see them because I had my face buried 
in the md but I could hear them walking around amongst the men 
lying in the field, 
Q 4s they walked around among the men in the field, did 
you hear any firing? 
A Yes. There was numerous small arms fire, 


Were any of these shots fired near you? 


8 
A Yes. 
Q 


Will you describe that to the Court? 
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A =I couldn't see them because my face was buried in 
the md but I could hear them. One of the German soldiers 
was standing alongside of my head and fired into the fellow 
who was moaning to the right of me. 

Q Was there any moaning after that shot was fired? 

No, Just one last gasp for breath, 
After this happened was there any other firing from 


Yes. There was. 
Will you describe that to the Court? 
Ag the vehicles, the German vehicles wuld round 
the fork in the road and head towards Ligneuville they would 
pass the field as we lie there and spray into the bodies lying 
in the field, 
How could you tell they were shooting into the field? 
Because the bullets were throwing dirt on my legs. 
Were the bullets hitting anything other than the dirt? 
Yes. They were hitting the men. 
How do you know that? 
Because there was mch pain and moaning and agony 
taking place. 
Q Could you tell by the sound whether or not any of these 
bullets hit any of the men? 
4a Yes, I could. 
Q How long did this column continue to go by and spray 
the men lying in the field? 
A I'd say approximately one half to one hours 
Q What happened after the colum ceased going by? 
A Everything seemed to be very quiet except for a few 
miffled voices towards the Crossroads, 
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Q What happened then? 
A «At that time, I didn't mow whether there was any 
of the men still alive and in fact, I was pinching myself to 


make sure I was alive. Then one of the men to the right of me 
whispered to a man lying alongside of him and he asked if he 
was still alive, this fellow answored, "Yes". 


Q After the column ceased going by, did you and some of 
the other men lying in the field finally make your escape? 
4 =Yes, we did, 
What started the break? 
One of the fellows yelled, “Let's gol" 
What did you do? 
I got up and ran in the direction of Malmedy, 
Did you get to Malmedy that night? 
Yes, I did. 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: If the Court pleases, it will take 
a@ little while longer to finish with this witness. I do not 
know what the pleasure of the Court is. 
PRESIDENT: How mch longer? 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Perhaps ten mimtes on direct 
examinations 
PRESIDENT: The Court will adjourn until 0630 hours 
tomorrow morninge 
(Whereupon the Court at 1705 hours adjourned until the 


following day.) 





47,1sp,5/22 CAMP DACHAU, GERMANY 


22 May 1946. 


MORNING SESSION 
(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 0850 hours. ) 
PRESIDENT: Court will come to order. 
PROSECUTION: If the Court please, let the 
record show that all members of the Court, all members 
of the prosecution, all members of the defense 
counsel and all of the defendants snd reporter are 
present. 
If the Court please, we have a new court 
reporter to swear this morning. 
(Whereupon Miss Sylvia Holtzman, U.S. civilian, 
was sworn by the Court.) 
CAPT. SHUMACKER; Prosecution recalls the 
witness Ahrens. 
Mr. Ahrens, you are reminded that you are 
still under oath. 
KENNETH AHRENS, a witness for the prosecution 
resumed the stand and testified further through an 


interpreter as follows: 
MINATION (CONTINUED) 
) 


Q San you remember the namesof any of the 


men that you saw in the field at he cross roads 


on 17 December 1944? 
Yes. 
Will you state those names? 
A Capt. Mills, Lt. Rierden, 
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Lt. Munsinger, Sgt. Geister, Corp. Indelicato, 
Corp. Haines, Pfc. Burkett, Corp. Skoda. 

Q Were all these men, men of your outfit? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q When you were standing there or lying there 
in the field during the shooting that youd escribed, 
when you were on the stand yesterday, did you hear 
any sounds other than the cries and moans from your 
comrades and the shooting that you described? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q What other sounds did you hear? 

A As I laid there in the field, I could 
hear the German soldiers up on the road. 

Q And what were they saying? 

A They were having a hell of a good time 
laughing and joking while the boys were praying. 

Q Did you know at that time the meaning of the 
SS slang expression "rabatz"? 

A No, I dian't. 

Q Since your return to this theater for the 
purpose of testifying in this case, have you re- 
visited the place where this shooting took place 
at the cross roads? 

A Yes, I have, 
photograph to be marked Prosecution 


for identification. 


(Whereupon the photograph referred to was marked 


Prosecution Exhibit No. 28 for identification by the 
reporter.) 
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Q I hand you a photograph that has been 
marked Prosecution's Exhibit No. 28 for identifica- 
tion and ask if you can tell the Court what it is. 

A Yes, I can. It is a picture of the field 
showing what is left of the house in the background 
that I described yesterday afternoon. 

Q In your testimony yesterday I believe you 
mentioned two houses. Which of those two houses is 


shown tn that photograph? 


A That 1s the house.on the southwest corner 


of the cross roads» 

Q Continue with your description. 

A It also shows the hedge row that I spoke of 
yesterday and in the right hand corner of the photo 
it shows the barbed wire fence running parallel 
with the road that I spoke of yesterday. 

Q Was there snow on the ground as shown in 
that photograph at the time you were lying in the 
field on 17 December 1944? 

No, sir, very little. 
When you left the field, can you estimate 


how many men lay there after you made a 


2: Prosecution of 
evidence the photograph heretofore marked Prosecu- 
ion's Exhibit No. 28 for identification, requests 
thet it be attached to the record and marked 
Prosecution's Exhib No. P-28. 
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PRESIDENT; There being no objection, the 
exhibit offered by the prosecution is admitted 
into evidence and will be marked Prosecution's 
Exhibit No. P-28, 

‘ (Whereupon the document referred to, having 
been previously marked and identified was received 
in evidence as Prosecution Exhibit No. P-28 and is 
attached hereto and made a part of the record.) 

CAPT, SHUMACKER: TI hand the reporter two 


photographs and request that they be marked 


Prosecution Exhibit No. 29 and 29-A, 


(Whereupon the photographs referred to were 
marked Prosecution's Exhibits No. 29 and 29-A for 
identification by the reporter. ) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: I hand the reporter two 
other photographs and request that they be marked 
Prosecution Exhibits No. 30 and 30-A, and one 
further photograph to be marked Prosecution Hxhibits 
No. 50-3. 

(Whereupon the photographs referred to were 
marked Prosecution Exhibits Nos. 30, 30-A and 30-B 
for identification by the reporter. ) 

CAPT, SHUMACKER; I hand the reporter one 

sher photograph and request that it be marked 


osecution Exhibit No. ? dentifs 


re 
(Whereupon the hotogrant -eferred to was 

marked Prosecution lxhib 2 for identification 

by the reporter. ) 


R: I hand the reporter 


st that tt 





(Whereupon the photograph referred to was 
marked Prosecution Exhibit No. 32 for identification 
by the reporter.) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER; I hand the reporter one 
other photograph and request that it be marked 
Prosecution Exhibit No. 33 for identification. 

(Whereupon the photograph referred to was 
marked Prosecution Exhibit No. 33 for identification 


oy the reporter.) 


CAPT. SHUMACKER: I hand the repater another 


photograph and request that it be marked Prosecu- 
tion Exhibit No. 34 for identification. 

(Whereupon the photograph referred to was 
marked Prosecution Bxhibit No. 34 for identification 
by the reporter. ) 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: TI hand the reporter two 
photographs and request that they be marked Prosecu- 
tion Exhibits Nos. 35 and 35-A for identification. 

(Whereupon the photographs referred to were 
marked Prosecution Exhibits Nos. 
for identification by the reporter.) 

reporter another 


photozraph and request > be mark P 


Prosecuti 


xhibit No. 36 for 


arked F secution 


the reporter.) 


er photograph : 


Prosecution 





(Whereupon the photograph referred to was marked 
Prosecution Exhibit No. 37 for identification by the 
reporter.) 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: May t+ please the Court, 
I have not seen these exhibits that he has marked 
for identification. However, I am led to believe by 
casual observation of them that they are identifical 
with exhibits that have already been offered in 


evidence and that it seem inappropriate to continue 


to take the time of the Court to produce enlargements 


of photographs that have already been introduced in 
evidence. 
If the Court please, I 
s inappropriate. 
y haven't been offered in 
evidence. In the second place, they are not 
identical, and in the third place, the witness 
cannot identify what 1s shown on the photographs 
in the smaller photographs that have been hereto- 
c 


fore introduced. 


Prosecution 





Exhibit No. 29-A for identification and ask you if 


you can state what that is. 
Yes, I can. 
What is it? 
That is another picture of Corporal 
Indeltcato, 
Q I hand you Prosecution wxhibit No. 30 for 
identification and ask if you can tell the Court 


what that photograph is. 


is it? 
is a picture of Sergeant Jordan 
lying e field. 

Q I hand you a photograph marked Prosecution 
Exhibit } SOA for identification and ask you if 
you can state what that is. 

Yes. 
Who is that? 
That is another picture of Sergeant Jordan. 
T hand you a photograph marked Prosecution 
- 50-B for identification and ask if you 
shown tn that tcture. 


other 





fa) 


Q I hand you a photograph marked Prosecution 
Exhibit No. 32 for identification and ask if you can 
state whose body is shown in that photograph. 

A Yes. That is Sergeant Sheetz. 

Q I hand you a photograph marked Prosecution 


Exhibit No. 33 for identification and ask if you can 


state whose body is shown in that photograph. 


A Yes, that 1s Corporal Brozowski. 

Q I hand you a photograph marked Prosecution 
Exhibit No. 34 for identification and ask if you 
can state whose body is shown in that photograph. 

A Yes, that is Corporal Cohen. 

Q I hand you a photograph marked Prosecution 
Exhibit No. 35 and ask if you can identify that 
photograph. 

A Yes, that is Pfe. Collier. 

Q I hand you a photograph marked Prosecution 
Sxhibit No. 35 and ask 1f you can tell who is 
shown in that photograph, 

A That is another picture of Pfc. Collier. 

hand you a photograph marked Prosecution 


36 for identification and ask if you 


can tel she C ho picture is shown there, 


picture of Pfc. Burkett. 
these men whom you have named 
men in your outfit? 
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Yes. 
Do you know where these men are buried? 
Yes, I do. 


Where? 


Henry Chappel cemetary in Belgium. 


Have you visited their graves yourself? 


Yes, I have. 





MR, STRONG: Do we understand that these pictures 
ere enlargements of pictures which already form part of 


Exhibit P-27, or are they new and independent pictures? 


CAPT. SHUMACKER: If the Court please, I don't know 


what the defense understands, 

LAW MEMBER; The Court understands one thing, and 
that is, if those pictures are enlargements of pictures that 
are already in evidence you are wasting the Court's time, so 
the Court would like to know itself, 

CAPT. SHUMACKER: If the Court please, I think part 
of those pictures are enlargements, but those were introduced, 
if the Court please, because the smaller pictures did not show 
the face on the body in sufficient detail to enable the witness 
to swear, under oath, that he could identify the person. The 
prosecution believes that it is proper for the witness to 
identify as many of the bodies of the men in the field as pos- 
sible, 

LAW MEMBER: Enlargements of photographs, which are 
alreedy in evidence, may always be produced in court, and the 
Court will always give the prosecution or defense permission to 
use them. It is not necessary to introduce them a second time, 

CAPT, SHUMACKER; Does the Court like the prosecution 
then to check these photographs with those that have already been 
introduced and withdraw those that are duplicates? 

LAW MEMBER; It makes no difference now. 

DEFENSE COUNSEL: There is no objection further than 
has already been stated, that I was trying to save the Court's 
time in this matter. 

CAPT, SHUMACKHR: The prosecution offers in evidence 
then photographs which have been marked Prosecution's Exhibit 
No. 29 for identification, 29-4 for identification, 30, Z0—A, 30-B, 
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31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 35—A, 36 and 37, request that they be 


attached to the record and marked Prosecution's exhibits, 
as indicated. - 
MR. STRONG; If it please the Court, the defense 
at this time wants to move to strike as prosecution's evidence 
this part of prosecution's P-27 which consists of nineteen 
separate pictures, numbered 19, 20, 26, 27, 30, 31, 32, 43, 44, 
45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 51, 52, 53, 54 and 55,and move further to 
strike as evidence Prosecution's Exhibit No. 29, up to and 
including 37, which have just been admitted. The grounds 
for the motion are these. The defense is cognizant of the 
fact that thie Court has admitted into evidence yesterday the 
General Inspector's Report, which forme Prosecution's Exhibit 
P=27. However, the defense feels that as part of this General 
Inspector's Report the pictures which I have mentioned before 
should not have been admitted. And the defense feels more 
strongly so after the witnesses, or those after the introduction 
of this report have not been able to connect the pictures and 
the actual facts. The defense feels that the admission of these 
pictures would constitute a violation of the best evidence rule, 
and refers in this connection to the Rules for the Military 
Government, page 37 and 43, in which it is stated not only that: 
"“Bhe Court shall in general require the production of the best 
evidence", but in which it is further stated, pointing to page 
43, that: "...if the matter is important and controverted every 
effort should be made to obtain the presence of the witness", 
The defense feels that no foundation has been laid 
by the prosecution for the admission of these pictures, The 


prosecution has failed to produce the photographer or the 
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photographers who have taken these pictures. We do not know 
on what dates and under what conditions these pictures were 
taken, and we do not know whether they actually represent a 
true and correct reproduction of the scene of the crime at the 
time of the crime, The incident at bar occurred on December 
17, 1944. We have no idea how many days later these pictures 
were taken. Merely by glancing at the pictures one fact comes 
to our mind which I just mention as an exemple. The witnesses 
have continuously talked about the mud in which they were, 
whereas these pictures show snow-covered landscape. We hold 
that pictures which might have been taken one, two, three or 
four weeks after the accident do not represent a true and 
correct picture, We wish to mention, in this connection, that 
the first paragraph of the Inspector General's Report referred 
to some eye-gouging, and thet some of the pictures contain 
corpses in this condition, I do not need to say that pictures 


of this type may be highly prejudicial to the cause of our 


defendants and are of an inflammatory character. We, therefore, 


strongly feel that this evidence should be kept out, at least 
for the time being, until prosecution has established at least 
by the presentation of a compet@mt photographer the conditions 
and dates under which these pictures were teken, In addition, 
we feel that some independent evidence should be produced as 
to the fact of eye-gouging, before these last mentioned pic- 
tures -- which form a group by themselves -- should be admitted, 

Therefore, defense respectfully moves that the 
motion be granted and that these exhibits be stricken, 

LAW MEMBER; There being no objection by the Court, 
the Law Member will make a ruling on behalf of the President. 


MR. STRONG: If it please the Court, the interpreter 
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is very incorrect, if I may say so. 

PRESIDENT: If you will give him a better 
opportunity to interpret, then he will not be so bad. 

LAW MEMBER: So far as the motion to strike that 
Portion of Exhibit 27, is concerned, it is obvious the 
defense forgets the ruling made by the Court yesterday with 
respect thereto. The repetition of the motion this morning 
is out of turn, and does not meet with favor by the Court, 
and that part of the mot’on is denied. So far as the motion 


with respect to photographs now being offered is concerned, 


this Court is perfectly capable of judging when the photo- 


graphs were taken, the conditions under which they were 
taken and their probative value. The remainder of the motion 
is denied, 

CAPT, SHUMACKER; If the Court please, I believe 
there hae been no announcement by the President that these 
exhibits be received in evidence and marked Prosecutim's 
exhibits. 

PRESIDENT: The exhibits offered by the prosecu- 
tion are admitted into evidence and will be marked Exhibit 
P-29, 29-4, 30, BOmA, 30-B, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 35-A, 36 and 
37 respectively. 

(Whereupon the photographe referred to, having been 
previously marked and identified were received in evidence 
as Prosecution's Exhibits No. 29, 29—A, 30, 30-4, 30=B, 31, 
32, 33, 34, 35, 35-A, 36 and 37, are attached hereto and made 
a pert of this record.) 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (CAPT, SHUMACKER, Cont'd.): 

Q One further question, You stated yesterday, on 


direct examination, that you saw the medic, Opl. Indelicato, 
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giving first aid to one, Opl. Snider. Were you in error as 


to the last name? 
4 Yes, I was, ' 
Q To whom was Indelicato rendering first aid? 
Opl. Stevens, 
CAPT. SHUMACKER: Your witness. 
OROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (LT. WAHLER); 

Q You stated yesterday that German soldiers stood 
in a vehicle and commenced to fire with a pistol, Is that 
correct? 

A That is right. 

What type of vehicle was he in? 

He was in e tank, 

Do you know what type of German tank it was? 
Wo, I don't, 

Q You further stated that machine gun fire commenced 
to spray the soldiers in the field. Do you kmow from what 
vehicles this machine gun fire came from? 

A From the vehicles up on the road, 

Q Do you know the type of vehicles they were? 

A I am sure two of them were helf tracke. 

Q Was there any machine gun fire coming from any 
other vehicles that you recall? 

A I couldn't say for sure. 

Q What direction were these two SPW's that were 
firing, relative to your position in the field? 

A I don't remember, 

Q How long an interval of time elapsed between the 
firing of this pistol by this one German soldier and the 


commencing of machine gun fire from these SPW's? 
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Aa Almost instantly after he fired the pistol, machine 
gun firing started. 

Q Tor how long a period of time did you stand in the 
field adjacent to the road going down to Engelsdorf? 

a You mean did I stand or lie there? 


Q Excuse me, I mean the period of time that you 


originally came to the field up to the period that you were 


fired upon. 
A Approximately five minutes, maybe a little longer. 
Q During that period of time and the time just imme~ 
diately preceding it, did you have an opportunity to observe 
the amount of traffic that was passing south towards Ingels- 
dorf? 
A I didn't count them, but I did observe them, 
Q Can you tell the Court whether or not it was a 
great deal of traffic or a sparse amount of treffic? 
A There seemed to be quite a bit of traffic. 
Q Can you tell us the type of vehicles that passed? 
A No, I couldn't say for sure. 
LT, WAHLER: That is all, if the Court please. 
DEFENSE COUNSEL: No further croes examination on 
behalf of the defense, 
CAPT, SHUMACKER: No redirect, 
PRESIDENT; Any questions by the Court? There 
appear to be none, the witness is excused. 


(Whereupon the witness wes excused and withdrew.) 
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PROSECUTIONs May it please the Court, the Prosecution 
calls as its next witness, Mr. Semel Dobyns. 

SAMUEL DOBYNS, an American civilian, called as a witness 
for the Prosecution, being first duly sworn, testified as 
follows: 

(Whereupon the questions, answers and proseedings were 
translated into the German language by the Interpreter, ) 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (LT. COL. CRAWFORD) 
Will you state your name? 
Semel Dobyns. 
Where do you live? 
Sandusky, Ohio. 
What is your occupation? 
Drill press operator. 
What is your nationality? 
American, 

Q Were you in the military service of the United States 

on 17 December 19)? 


a 
4 
Q 
A 
Q 
Aa 
Q 
A 


A Yes. 

Q What was your rank and organization? 

A = Pfc, member of 575 Ambulance Company, attached to the 

99th Division. 

What were your duties on 17 December 19)? 
Evacuating battle casualties for the 99th Division, 
What type vehicle were you using for that purpose? 
United States Army ambulance, 


Will you give the Court a description of that vehicle? 
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A It was a regular US Army ambulance and had the 
regular sised red crosses on it. 

Q How old was that vehicle? 

a It was a reconditioned ambulance because my old 
ambulance was broke down and it had fresh paint on it. It was 
freshly painted. 

Q Where were you on the early morning of 17 December? 

4 Evacuating battle casualties from Buetgenbach along 
route 32 to Waimes, Belgium, 

Q Who was driving this ambulance? 

A The ambulance had two drivers, a driver and an 
assistant, Wayne Scott, and myself. 

Q How long had you been driving an ambulance? 

Aa I come into Normandy on D-~3. 

Q The morning of the 17th of December, where did you 
go from Buetgenbach? 

A After Buotgenbach fell to the enemy I reported to 
Waimes to receive further orders. 

Q Did you ever leave Waimes? 

A Yes, After we left Waimes, my regiment went from 
Waimes along 32 to Malmedy, 

Q How many trips did you make to Malmedy? 

A Only one trip, I was captured on my return to Waimes, 

Q What route did you follow from Waimes to Malmedy and 
the return route? 

A = Route 32, 

Q Where were you at the time that you were captured? 

A Approximately three miles out of Malmedy and between 
300 and 00 yards beyond the intersection of 32 and 23 higways. 
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When you refer to route 32, what do you mean? 


That's the highway that runs between Waimes and 
Malmedy. 
What do you mean by route 237 
A That's the intersection that runs off route 32 
towards St. Viths 
Q After you passed the intersection you have just 
referred to, what happened? 
A My ambulance was suddenly riddled by machine gun 
fire. 
Who was driving? 
Wayne Scott. 
What did you and Scott do? 
We both hit the floor board of the ambulance, 
Did you stop the ambulance before this happened? 
No, air. The ambulance went out of control because 
no one was at the steering wheel and left the road, crossed the 
hedge row and stopped in the field, 
Qa When &he ambulance stopped, what did you do? 
a Wayne Scott and myself immediately got out of the 
ambulance and took cover in a hedge row alongside route 32. 
Q Arter the ambulance stopped and you got out, did the 
firing stop? 
A No, sir, They sprayed the hedge row with machine 
gun fire, 
Q What happened then? 
A The firing ceased and we mst have layed in the hedge 
row for at least ten minutes until the German armored vehicles 
come up the road from Waimes towards Malmedy, 
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Q What happened then? 

a Then a German soldier who I thought was an officer, 
come over to inspect the ambulance and seen us laying in the 
hedge row. We stood up and put our hands up. We were searched 
and then we were ordered up on the road to where the German 
armored vehicles were, On the road a German soldier pulls 
@ pistol and starts to kill me - to shoot me and this German 
that first captured me who I thought was an officer, told hia 
not to shoot mee 

Q When you stood up, at the approach of this German 
soldier, what did you do? 

a Do you mean on the road or when I was first captured? 

When you got up out of the hedge row, 

I just stood up and put my hands over my head. 

In what manner? 

Something in this manner (indicating). 

LT, COL. CRAWFORD: Let the record show the witness 
extended his arms over his head and clasped his hands. 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: (LT. COL. CRAWFORD) 

Q With relation to the vehicles on the road, where were 
you placed? 

A I was ordered to get on the third or fourth leading 
armored vehicle, 

Q What type of vehicle was that? 

A It was a tank, 

Q Was there anything in particular that led you to 
believe that it was a tank? 

A Yes. Because of the heavy artillery piece on the front. 

Q What was done with Scott? 

A He was placed on the third or fourth armored vehicle 


behind me. 
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Q > = What did the German colum do after that? 

a They proceeded up the road towards the intersection 
of 23 and 32, 

Q What happened then? 

Aa There I was sitting on a tank watching them shoot 
ap Miah wees Gah at Ate digtwapen convey welsh wes en Mapey 32 
and had not yet turned the corner into highway23. 

LT. COL, CRAWFORD: I will ask the witness to step 
over to the map, which is Prosecution Exhibit P-3 and point 
out those locations to the Court. 

(The witness did as directed.) 

QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTIONs (LT. COL. CRAWFORD) 

Q Will you point out to the Court the tom of 
Buetgenbach where you were the morning of 17th December? 

& «Yes. Here (indicating). 

Q Where did you go from Buetgenbach? 

a I travelled from Buetgenbach along this route here 
(indicating) into Waimes, Belgium (indicating). 

Q Where did you go from Waimes? 

A In the early part of the afternoon I received orders 
to evacuate casulties out of Waimes along this route (indicating) 
along the intersection of 32 and 23 to the th evacuation 
hospital in Malmedy. 

Q How did you return? 

A I returned out of Malmedy the same way, I went on 
highway 32. ! 

Q How far did you get on that route 32 on your return 
trip? 

A It was about 300 or 00 yards beyond the intersection. 
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Q Is that where your ambulance was fired upon? 

A About here (indicating). Mo, it was before we 
got to the heavy woods here (indicating), 

Q Now, you testified that the leading elements of that 
columm fired on sane American vehicles, will you show the 
location of those American vehicles to the Court? 

A «It was adcut this point (indicating) just before we 
tarned the corner on 23 here (indicating). It was still on 32, 

Q = Tet the record show that the witness indicated a 
point on route 32 betwi:en Waimes and Malmedy before coming into 
the intersection of Malmedy- St. Vith road, which the witness 
referred to as Route 23. 

Do you know the name of the village at the Crossroads, 
referred to in your testimony? 

A = Wo sir I do not, 

Q Referring to the map, Prosecution Exhibit No. P-3 
could you tell the Court the name of that village, the one that 
is indicated to be in the vicinity of the 6rossroads? 

A If I canpronowsce it regularly I think it is Beugnes. 

Q Is that the tom in the vicinity of the intersection 
of Routes 23 and 32 that you have been referring to? 

A This is the Crossroads I'm referring to but as far as 
the village or town, there is nothing there. 

Q Were there any houses in the vicinity of the C,ossroads? 

A Yese 

Q Will you describe to the Court the firing upon these 
4gerican vehicles by the leading elements of the German colum? 

A One armored vehicle which I can't remember, 1 think 
it was a half track, went down the side of the ditches and strafed 
the soldiers as they were laying in the ditches, 
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As any member of the American PW's raised his hands over his 
head they wouldn't shoot and by-passed him and go on strafing 
the trucks and the ditches, 
Q As the men got out of the ditches, how did they hold 
their hands? 
A Most of them had their hands over their heads in this 
manner (indicating). 
LT. COL. CRAWFORD: Let the record show that the witness 
put his hands over his head and clasped his hands, 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTIONs(LT. COL. CRAWFORD) 
Q When were you taken off the tank? 
4 When they assembled the prisoners from the Americm 
convoy at the intersection, 
Where were they assembled? 
At the intersection of 23 and 32, 
On which road were they assembled? 
Route 23, 
What happened there? 
There I witnessed the American PWs robbed of their 
watches, cigarettes and fountain pens and anything else of value, 
Q What happened to you? 
A =: They took either 2 1/2 or 3 1/2 packs of cigarettes 
off me. 
Qa At that time, did you have any credentials to 
identify you? 
A Only my Red Cross identification card, 
Q Where was that? 
A In my bill fold, 
Q Did anything happen to your bill fold? 
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& Yes. After they searched ay bill fold they throwed 
it om the ground and afterwards when we was ordered over to the 
field, I picked it up and put it back in my pocket. 

Q How were you dressed, at that time? 

A =: I had on, O.D. pante, 0.D. shirt, combat jacket, 
combat boots, helmet and liner. 

How was Scott dressed? 

The same as I, 

After you were searched, what happened? 

Well, after they finished searching all of the Agerican 
Pils we were then ordered on Route 23 over a fence into an open 
field. 

When you left the road, in which direction did you walk? 

We were told to assemble on the left side of the road. 

From the road you walked in what direction? 

That would be west. 

After you got into the Meld, what happened? 

Two German armored vehicles pulled up on the road, 
route 23 and lines up on each flank of the American Ps in the 
field. 

Q Will you describe the group that was in the field 
when the two vehicles linalup on their flank? 

A We was lined up something like a Company front, only 
four or five or maybe six ranks deep in place. 

Q Where were you standing in that group? 

A On the left flank of the Ps as you faced the road, 

Q In what rank? 

A In the front rank. 

Q Can you name anyone who was standing in the field, 
at that time, with you? 


(Dobyns-direct ) 5 1 i 





& Tes. 
Q Will you name thea? 
Aa Lt. Gunther, Pfc Wayne Soott, Pro Anderson, Pfc 
MC Kenney, Pro Arkovitch. 
Q From what organisation were these men? 
4. 575th Ambulance Company, 
Q How were they dressed? 
& I can't remember. 
Q Did any of the men from your unit wear any distinguishing 
marks or insignia? 
4& Some did and some didn't, 
Q Will you describe thosé marks and insignia? 
A Some had the Red Cross painted on the front, back 
and sides of their helmets and some wore Red Cross brassands. 
Did you see any such insignia in the field that day? 
Yes. 
How many? 
I don't know how many. I can't remembers 
What was the nationality of these men standing in the 


Americans. 

How were they standing? 

As far as I could see, each American PW was standing 
in the field like a Company front, like I said, with his hands 
over his head, 

Q After you were in the field and the two vehicles lined 
up on your flank, what happened then? 

A Then a third German armored vehicle comes up and pulls 
between the tio that was lined up on each of our flanks, 

Q Then what happened? 
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a Qne German soldier stands up in the tank, he takes 
his pistol and points it at the crowd and waves it around two 
or three times (indicating) and drops it to hie side, ‘Then he 
raises his pistol again and waves it around again two or more 
times and then some Agerican prisoner who was laying in the field, 
I don't know who he was, hollered, "Stand fast 1", The next time 
he pulls the pistol and takes deliberate aim and fires. I see 
a@ man center ways of the fromt flank go dom. 

Q ee 

4 = Agter the first shot was fired, I broke ranks and run 
around to the rear of the columms 

During that time did you hear any more shooting? 

Yes. I heard one more report from the pistol. 

Then what did you do? 

I run 15 or 20 feet to my rear and hit the ground in 
about one inch of water where the snow melted, 

Q Why did you hit the ground? 

A Because the two machine guns or maybe more started 
firing on use 

Q How did you know that they were firing upon you? 

A Because I cold see the men falling and everybody 
hitting the ground trying to take cover, that was prisoner, 

Were you hit? 


Yes, sire 


Q 
A 
Q How many times? 
A 


I wes hit through the right arm, through the right 
ankle, and grazed across the hand and across the hip. My combat 
jacket had several holes in it where the bullets never touched me. 

Q Where in your combat jacket? 
4 ~=‘In the back, 
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Q Can you tell the Court how many holes were in your 
combat jacket? 

a It was either eight or ten which means four or five 
bullets passed through my combat jacket. 

Q How long did the machine gun fire contime? 

A Well, after everyone fell to the ground, they raked 
the ground over several times. How long it was I can't say because 
in a position like that mimtes seems like hours. Then after, as 
the tanks passed on dom the road, members of the armored outfit 
stood up in the tanks and took pop shots at us, “hen some Germans 
come into the field, two or three or four, that I seen personally 
and they were shooting the wounded crying for help. I saw them 
shoot one wounded soldier hollering for help, saying that his legs 
were paralyzed and calling for help and the medics, I saw that. 


He was laying less than five feet from me. “hey shot him in the 


back of the head. Then after the Germans went back on the road 
everybody was really quiet in the field, I thought I was the only 
one alive. So, I planned to lay there and continue to play 

dead until it got dark and try to make my way into Malmedy, I can't 
remember how long we stayed in the field after they went up the 
road, Suddenly one 4merican PW jumps up and says, “Let's go", 

So, it looked to be 15 or 20 gets up and makes a break for it, 
Arter we crossed the first field, being my right ankle was 
fractured my progress was slow and so I was on the tail end of it, 
After we got up over inthe second field the Germans who was at 
the intersection seen us and opened up on us again with machine 
guns and small arms fire. Something told me not to stay with the 
crowd because I thought the Germans would concentrate most of their 
fire power on the PWs in a crowd, so I turned to my right to 


highway 32 , crossed it and entered a woods on my right. 
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Two more survivors also travelled with me. One was shot through 


the hip and the other was shot through the jaw and was bleeding 
Plenty. After we entered the wood we mst have went one mile or 
a mile and a half throughtthe woods and lost all sense of 
direction. ‘There in the woods we met a Belgium civilian, We 
asked him to show us the road to Malmedy, which he did, After 
he showed us the road to Malnedy, the guy who had his legs shot 
up and myself, we thought it was best to may in the woods until 
it got dark because we was afraid if we went dom the road we 
might run into a German patrol. But this one guy who was shot 
in the jaw, he was growing real weak from loss of blood and he 
said that he would have to have medical aid and that he would 
go on down the road and take a chance and maybe run into some 
Americans. So, he goes on dom towards route 32 that goes to 
Malmedy and me and the other guy stays in the woods. He mst have 
been gone maybe 15 or 20 mimtes and we lock dom the trail in 
the woods and saw an American soldier come up the path with a 
machine pistol on his shoulder. When he got within talking 
distance he said, "Take it easy boys, I'l) have you back to the 
aid station in just a few mimtes." This one boy that was shot 
in the jaw had went dom the road and run into an American 
Engineer outfit guarding a road block. 

Q Mr. Dobyns, that same day did you make any statement 
concerning what had happened? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q When was that? 

A = To a Lt, Colonel who was commanding officer of the 
Engineer outfit and that was my first one. 
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@ When did you make a complete statement? 

A To the Inspector General, First A,my, 77th Evacuation 
Hospital in Verviers, Belgium. 

Q With relation to medical treatment, when was this 
statement given? 

4 TI Just come out of the ether off the operating table. 

Q During your testimony you referred contimally to the 
troops that captured you as Germans, How did you know that they 
were Germans? 

&  =Sir, I come to Normandy D3. I worked with the 
Infantry and the armored spearhead. I have come in contact with 
Germans on the battle field, as well as treating them as casulties. 
I got to know a German soldier when I saw one. 

Q Did you ever ha&l any wounded Germans in your ambulance? 

4 Yes, I have also given first aid and evacuated German 
wounded. 

Q At the time that your ammlance was fired upon what 


arms, if any, did you and Private Scott have? 


4 Not any. 
LT. COL. CRAWFORD: You may examine, 
PRESIDENT: At this time, the Court will recess until 
1035 hours. 


(Whereupon the Court at 1005 hours recessed.) 


(Dobyns-direct) 





(Whereupon the Court reconvened at 1030 hours.) 
PRESIDENT: Take seats. 


PROSECUTION: May it please the Court, let the record 
show that all members of the Court, all members of the Prosecution, 
all members of the Defense, all the Defendants and the Reporter are 
present. 


SAMUEL DOBYNS, an American Civilian, resuned the 
etand and testified further as follows: 
: CROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE: (Lt WAHLER). 


Mr Dobyns, what type of vehicles were guarding your 


What do you mean ? 

I mean were they half-tracks or tanks ? 

That I cannot remember. 

The vehicle you testified - that third vehicle that 
approached your positions as you said in the field, do you know what 
type of vehicle that was ? 

Aa T was too scared and nervous at the time and I could 
not tell whether it was a tank or a half track or what. All I know 
is that it was a German armored vehicle, 

Q How long did you remain standing in the field - in the 
pasture ? 

Aa As I have said before, minutes seemed like hours when 
you are in a position like that: I was on the road, in the field again 
and I cannot remember how long I stood. 

Q How soon after the one American prisoner of war gave 
the command "Stand Fast" did the initial firing commence ? 


a The next time he raised his pistol and he aimed and 


Q Did that take a half a minute = ean you state a space 
of time 7 


$17 
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a As I have said before, I eannot remember tine. 
Q How soon after the issuance of this command and the 
Commencement of the initial firing, did you break ranks ? 





| 

| A dust as soon as I seen him firing and I seen mi in 
| the front rank go down then I immediately broke ranks and ran {ito 
| the field. 


Q Was the comand loud enough or audible enough a> it 
could be heard by the soldier in this here tank ? 
| A Yes, I believe he could have heard it. 

Q De you know if any other American soldiers brok> ranks 
with you at the same time 7? 

a As far as I could see none in the front ranks tid 
broke, but when I got around to the rear the American soldiers lad 
commenced dispersing. 

Q How many would you say broke ranks ? 

A By the time I got to the rear or before I actually got 
to the rear I had heard the 2nd report from the pistol then all from 
the rear colum began to break ranks and disperse and hit the grvund. 

Q Do you have any idea as to the numbers was it 10, 15 
or 50. Do you have any idea as to the number that broke ranks ? 


A No idea. 
Q But there was a number of them that had broke rane ? 
A Yes, after we had been fired upon - after the second 


report we broke ranks. 


Q Now when did the machine gun fire commence ? 
A Inmediately after the second report from the »istc1. 
Q That was after the American prisonersof war hid started 


to break ranks, is that correct 7? 
A Before we were fired on the other American prisoners of 
= war were standing in the field as far as I could see with thr.ir haids 


over their heads. No one broke ranks before we were fired on. 






Q My question referred to the machine gun fire. 
a As I have said before, I broke ranks after the first report 
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ef the pistol end ran to the rear. 
PRESIDENT: The Court requests that the witness answer 
the question of the Defense. If you don't kmow, say you don't know. 

a I carmot remeaber ~"" 

Q You stated that as you lay on the ground you neticed 
‘three or four German soldiers come into the field, that is correct is it? 

A Yee sir. 

Q Did you see any more than these three or feur German 
soldiers in the field at any time while you lay there ? 

Aa No sir because I was playing dead and I could only see 
by peeping out of my eye. 

Q When you saw these three er four German soldiers were 
they in the field at the same time or at different intervals of time ? 
: A They were together and watched while one shot this 
wounded American. 

Q Did you happen to have the opportunity to notice the 
type of uniform they had on ? 

I noticed then, but I cannot remember now. 
Would you happen to remember the color of the uniform ? 
You are referring to the three or four who were in the 


Yes ? 
No sir, I cannot remember. 
Q During the peried of time that you first left your 
ambulance and to the time when you were fired upon, can you describe 


the amount of traffic that was proceeding from the Crossroads south 
towards Engeledorf 7? 


A That is on the road from Malmedy towards the Crossroads? 


Q Nol from the point marked Crossroads on the map, towards 
Engelsdorf ? 
A No sir, I cannct. 


QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE+ (Dr LEGR) 


Q Before you reached the Cressroads, did you notice any 


Lp eS) 
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artillery fire ? 

A —s—-Yeo sir there was artillery fire coming from the rights 
on the high ground, that is. 

Q And where did you ses this fire hit ? 

In the vicinity of route 23. 

Q «Had you already reached the Crossreads when the firing 
was still going on there ? 

Wot 1 had cessed before I got to the Crossroads. 

When did the firing cease ? 

That I cannot remember. 

When did the witness reach the Crossroads ? 

The tanks fired on the Crossroads - the firing was on the 
high ground to my right. The colum I was on was on route 32. It took 
me about 15 minutes to go because the tank would go a little ways and 
then stop and then start again. 

Q At what time did the witness arrive at the Crossroads ? 

A That I cannot remember but it was early in the afternoon. 

Q How would you describe the firing that you saw in which 
you participated 7 

4 How many actually fired ? to me and the fellows captured 
er m the convoy ? 

Q The firing which according to what you said ceased before 
you arrived at the Crossroads ? 

A The artillery firing ? 

Q No t 

PROSECUTION: (Lt Col CRAWFORD) Will the Counsel make 
the question more definite ~ den witnone has indicated that he does 
not understand the question. 

DEFENSE:(Dr LEER) Cousel wants to point out that his 
questions were asked in such a way that they had to be answered by 
either "Yes" or "No", but they were not answered that way. With the 
permission of the Court, I am going to repeat the questions. 
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Q I ask the witness whether the firing was still going 
en when the witness arrived at the Croesroads and the witness answered 


that the firing had already ceased. I am asking now, how would you 
describe the firing going en on this Cressroads ? 

a The artillery fire had cessed but they were still 
spraying the American convoys with artillery fire. 

Q Dees the witness knew where the Machine gm fire was 
coming from ? 

ks‘ Yes from the leading tank - about four tanks up from pe. 

In which directien did this tank drive ? 

Aa Bight or ten American trucks turned left on the highway 
23 going in the direction of Malmedy ~- the German arsed vehicles went 
wp the road, the American trucks scraped the ditch. 

Q Can you remember what the officer looked like, the ene 
whom you stated said he had saved your life ? 

a Oht he looked about 30 to 35 years old: he was not 
quite as heavy as me, but probably about as tall. 

Q Did the German soldiers on the Crossroads change. I 
want to find out if they were always the same ones or whether some 
were going and some others were coming ? 

A Do you mean whether the convoy was going in the same 
direction 7 

Q You said first that German soldiers were standing on 
the Crossroads: now these are the German soldiers I am talking about: 
I want to know whether they were all the same enes or whether others 
came in 7? 

I don't know - they were probably the same outfit. 

How many of them were there as far as you can remember 7? 

I cannot remember. 

Approximately 7 

I still cannot remember . 

How long did you rum before the machine gm firing started ? 
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a Approximately the next minute - I should have run sbout 
100 yards from the Road. 

Q Do you understand German ? 

a Wo. 


Q Did yeu hear when the German soldiers were talking between 


themselves on the Crossroads when you were in the field ? 


4a Noe 

Q Was it possible from where you were in the field that you 
could hear from their words what was being said en the Crossroads ? 

A I was merely in the back part of the field - I could net 
hear what was going en. 

Q Do you know the difference between 8S soldiers and soldiers 
belonging to the regular Wehraacht ? 

A No I don't = in combat a German soldier is # German soldier. 

PRESIDENT: I just want the witness to answer the question 

asked. 

A(continuing) No sir I cannot tell the difference. 

Q From what distance did the soldier direct his pistol 


Right up on me. 
What distance ? 
I would say about 3 feet. 
Des the witness know the difference between members of the 
Air Force and members of the Army ? 
A You mean by uniform ? 
Q By uniform - as far as the wniform is concerned ? 
A No sir I cannot. I have never come into contact with the 
German Air Force. 
Q Would you recognize that officer whom you stated said he 
had saved your life ? 
a I don't think so - I probably could tell if I seen him. I 
was scored to death at the time and very nervous. 
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DR. LEER: If the Court is interested, I would request that the 
witness look over the accused and see whether or not he sees this 
officer amongst them or not. 

PRESIDENT: That procedure is quite correct. 

Q Please go along the rows where the accused are sitting end 
see whether you recognise this officer amongst then. 

(Whereupon the witness did as directed.) 

A No, sir, I cannot recognise him. 

Q I have another question. Were all those people who were 
lying on the field when you ran away -- were they all dead? 

a That I don't kmow. 

Q Wheat else can you say about those who were lying there when 
you ran away? Did they move, or did they scream or moan? 

A After the Germans went from the field until the first break 
was made, as far as I could hear there was no sound in the field. I 
thought that everyone was dead but me until the first bunch got up and 
run. 

Q The last question: The officer to whom you were talking -- 
did he speak English? 

A No. 

DR. LEER: Wo further questions. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION (Lt. Col. Crawford): 

Q Mr. Dobyns, after the first shot was fired, how far did you 

run before you hit the dirt? 


A I imagine about 15 or 20 feet. 


LT. COL. CRAWFORD: That is all. No further questions, 


RECROSS EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY DEFENSE (Lt. Wahler): 
Q On your direct exemination, did you not make the following 


statement; that you heard éne shot, then ran 15 yards and hit the ground 
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into a puddle of water sbout an inch thick? 

A I said that when I first seen the first man go down, I broke 
renke and rum to the rear. Immediately after the second report from 
the pistol, that is when the rear of the colum begun to disperse, and 
I run 18 to 20 feet and then hit the ground into the water, 

Q You are sure you didn't say 15 yards? 

A I mm quite sure I didn’t sey 15 yards. 

LY. WAHLER: That is all. 

DEFENSE: Dr. Wieland has, I think, one question. 

QUESTIONS BY DR. WIELAND: 

Q You said something about an order that was issued from the 
outside of the tanks to shoot? 

a That I heard the order? 

Q Wo. I want to know who was the one who gave this order. 

A I don't know who give the order. 

DEFENSE: Wothing further. 

LT, COL. CRAWFORD: Wo further questions. 

PRESIDENT: Any questions by the Court? 

There appear to be none. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and withdrew.) 

PROSECUTION: The Prosecution calls Mr. Homer D. Ford. 

HOMER D. FORD, called as a witness for the Prosecution, was sworn 
and testified through en interpreter as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS BY PROSECUTION: 
a State your name, occupation and residence. 


My neme is Mr. Homer D. Ford. My home is Leeton, Missouri. 


A 
Q And your occupation? 
A 


I em now employed by the International Shoe Company at Windsor, 
Missouri. 
Q Were you in the military service of the United States on the 
17th of December, 191)? 
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a Yes, sir. I was a Private First Class in Company C of the 
518th Military Police Battalion. 

Q Where were you stationed on that date? 

a I was in Malmedy, ond I was brought later to the intersection 
of roads 23 and 32. 

Q What direction from Malmedy is this road intersection you 
have referred to? 

A It is epproxinately three and a half miles southeast of 
Malmedy. 

Q With reference to Prosecution Exhibit No. 3, the map on your 
right -- will you step over to the map and indicate where you were at 
this crossroads? 

a Yes, sir. 

Q Will you indicate the name of the town or village on the map 
at this crossroads? 

A I was stationed in Malmedy. I waa brought out southeast on 
W32 down to Baugnes. I was stationed right here (indicating). 

Q Very well. What were you doing at this intersection? 

A My job was to direct the Seventh Armored Division south on 
23 into St. Vith. 

Q Did the Seventh Armored pass this intersection? 

A Yes, sir. The Seventh Armored light tanks had just cleared 
the intersection, which was supposed to be the last of them. 

Q What time of day are you referring to? 


This was between one thirty and two o'clock. 


A 
Q Did you see any other vehicles about this time? 
A 


Yes sir. There was a colum of vehicles, American, came 
up from the direction of Malmedy. 
Q When they reached the crossroads, which direction did they 
turn? 
4 They turned? south, also. 
Q Do you know the neme of the next village south on the high- 


way that they tdéok? 
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& I don't know the name of the tom where they were going. I 
) 

wasn't informed. 
Q I don't believe you understood my question. Do you know the 


name of the next village =.i:th on the highway which they took? Step 


over to the map, Prosecution Exhibit Wo. 3, and teke a look at it. 


a They turned and came south dow into Ligneuville. 

Q after these venicles tumed south from the crossroads, did 
you observe anything happe:? 

A At thet time I Leard a blast and I looked around to my beck, 
which was to the northeast. I saw the German tanks coming up, and I 
also saw an ambulance which was leaving on the right-hand side of the 
road, headed toward Malmedy. 

Q What happened to this ambulence? 

A I presume it was hit by the German artillery. 

Q How were you able to distinguish this vshicle, that it was 
en ambulance? 

A It had the Red Cross signs on the side and also on the top. 

Q Did you observe anything else other than this Red Cross an- 
bulance? 

A No, sir, I didn't observe anything else. 

Q Well, then, what did you do? 

A’ As the Germans sprayed the intersection I was on, myself and 
about 15 other soldiers that were in the convoy took cover behind the 
rock house on the southwest side of the road. 

Q Did you observe anything happen after you took cover behind 
the stone house? 

A I could see the German tanks go on up the road, and later some 
of the tanks stopped in front of the house and on tHe intersection where 
I was at. 

Q Did you see any American soldiers at the intersection? 

& I sew only the Gormene march the Americas prisoners beck up 


the-road and into the field. 
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Q What did you do after you observed this? 
& = At this time two German soldiers come and surrounded the 
house and pointed a burp gum at me end the other soldiers. 
Then what happened? 


What did the Germans do with you ani the other soldiers? 


Q 
a At this time I was taken prisoner with the other soldiers. 
Q 
a 


I wes taken to the east side of the house whioh I was behind. 
There they tock our guns, and they took some valuables from the other 
soldiers. 

Q What did they do with you then? 

a Then they said, "You dirty 8OB's. You will break the Sieg- 
fried Line!" At that time they marched myself and the other, I would 
say 10 to 15, soldiers into the field to the other American soldier 
prisoaers. . 

Q This expression you just referred to. Was that in English 
or in German? 

a That was in English. 

Q When you reached the field, how many soldiers do you approxi- 
mate were already in the field? 


A I would say that there was approximately 150 to 200 soldiers 


Do you recall how they were standing? 

They were standing in kind of an oblong company formation. 
Did you observe how they held their arms? 

Yes, sir. They had their arms wholly up over their head. 
Did you notice whether or not any of them carried arms? 

I saw no arms whatsoever on the American soldiers. 


Do you know whether or not all of these soldiers were Ameri- 


They all had on American un!forms, 


Q Did you hear any conversation amongst the Germans while you 
were standing in the field? 
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a I do not understand German, but I could hear them talking, 
and it sounded as if they were having a good time. 

Q Did you observe what the Germans were doing while you were 
stending in the field? : 

a I don't know what they were doing. It seems as though they 
wore happy and rejoicing, and that's all I know. 

Q How long did you stand in the field? 

A I was only in the field a short time. 

Q Do you remember what happened? 

A «_-~ Baght after they marched me into the field, the two soldiers 
that were guarding myself end the other American soldiers went to a 
tenk which was parked in the road. There was a German soldier who 
stuck his head up out of the tenk. I presume that he gave the order to 
fire. At that time they started to machine-gun the American prisoners. 

Q Did you notice whether or not any of the American prisoners 
tried to escape before the machine gum fire started? 

A Wo, sir, I did not see no American soldier try to run. 

Q What did the Americen soldiers do when the machine guns 
opened up? 

A All the American soldiers hit the ground. 

What did you do? 


I hit the ground also. 


Right after I hit the ground I was hit in the arm by a bullet. 


Q 
A 
Q Do you remember whet happened after you hit the ground? 
A 
Q 


Do you recall anything else that happened? 
a As I wes laying there, the Germans came back into the field. 
I presume they were German soldiers, 
Did you see them, or did you hear them? 
I heard them. 
Why didn't you see them? 


I had my head down in the md. 
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Q What did you hear while you were there with your head in the 


mud? 

A ‘The German soldiors would walk around to the Americans, and 
they seid, in English, "Ie he breathing?® And if he was, I could heer, 
real close to me, the squash of the rifle butt against the American 
Soldier's head. 

Q Did you hear any shots? 

A Also I could hear the weapons firing at American soldiers. 

Q Now, while you were lying in the field, did you hear any 
vehicles pass down the highway? 

A Yes, sir. As the German vehicles passed by, they would fire 
on the American soldiers in the field. 

Q How do you know they fired on the Americans in the field? 

A I could hear the American soldiers moan ih pain and hear the 
bullets hit them. 
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A I could hear the American soldiers moan in pain 
and hear the bullets hit them, 

Qa How long did you remain in the field? 

A I would say == oh, about two hours, 

Q Then what did you do? 

e A I heard somebody say in English: ",,,are you going 
to help us..."', and I thought that the Americans were there, 
so I got up and ran, 

Q Where did you run to? 

A I ran across "32-North" and into the field and then 
west towards Malmedy, 

Q Did you reach Malmedy? 

A I ran for about two and a half miles, where I was 
picked up by an American Captain, and then I was taken to the 
Lith Evacuation Hospital. 

Q Where was that located? 

A In Malmedy, 

Q Did you make any statement at any time, about this 
event, while you were in Malmedy? 


A No, sir, 


PROSECUTION: You may cross-examine, 


ENSE (Captain Narvid): 


Can you estimate the length of time that you were 
in the field, from the time that you arrived there unti 
first shot? 


A I would say from fifteen to twenty minutes, 


Q Previously you testified that, at that time, the men 


were standing in an orderly manner, with their hands up, is 


( Ford -- Cross) 





that correct? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q In what -- no, strike that. In what rank were you? 
A I would say in about the fourth rank, over on the 


north side -- kind of an oblong -- 


Was it more or less in the center of the group? 


No, I wasn't in the center, 
But it wasn't at any extreme end, was it? 
It was practically on the north end, yes, sir, 

Q When you say "north end", will you tell us -- well, 
in relationship to the house, where were you? 

A I was right to the east end of the houses approx- 
imately twenty feet to the south of the house, 

Q From where you were standing, did you have a good 
view of the surroundings? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Was there mech traffic going on at that time, from 
the crossing to Engelsdorf -- that road? 

A Most of the tanks pulled up the road and, to the 
best of my knowledge, they stopped there in the road for a 
while. I don't know where Engelsdorf is, but I think it 
was in the direction of Weismes, 

Q When you say "most of the tanks", how many tanks 
do you estimate that there were at that 


A Altogether, I woul 


then they stopped, a little later, 


What type of tanks were they, could you describe 
vt Ce 





A Well, I don't know one tank from another, but they 


were camouflaged with German camouflage, and they were also 
camouflaged with cedar limbs of trees, 
Q Did you notice any half-tracks? 
A No, sir, I can't say that I saw any half-tracks. 
Q Now, shortly before you heard a pistol shot -- 


PROSECUTION: If the court please, this 
witness has never testified that he heard a pistol shot. The 


prosecution objects to that question, 


LAW MEMBER: The objection is sustained, 


DEFENSE; Yes, I recall -- strike that 


Did you hear any pistol shots? 

Only when the Germans were in the field; only after 
the Americans hit the ground when they fired on them and then 
they came around and shot the prisoners in the head. 

Q In other words, the first that you know of the shoot- 
ing of prisoners was when the machine guns let loose? 
A That's right, sir. 
Did you notice from where the fire came? 


I was on the west side of the road and it came fron 


mu see the vehicles from which the firi: 


there, but I 


hit the ground right 





after they started firing -- I didn't look. 
Q Well, didn't you see any of the vehicles move clos- 
er to the group, prior to the shooting? 


A They were all setting there in the road and the last 


I remember was when I hit the dirt -- when they sterted firing 


I didn't look any more, 


Q Did you at any time hear the order: ",..stand fast.,."? 


A I can't say that I did, no. 

Q Now, you have stated that you noticed a man get up 
in the tank and that you presumed that he was a -- that he 
gave the order to shoot, is that correct? 

A Yes, sir, 

Q How far do you estimate that he was from where you 
were standing? 

A I would say between twenty and twenty-five feet, 

Q Did you hear him say anything? 

A No, sir: there was so mich noise -- the Germans were 
making so mch noise and there was 80 mich confusion and T 
couldn't hear much == I just presumed that he said it, 


Is he the only soldier that you saw standing in the 


Yes, sir, 
How mich of his body did you see? 
A Well, I only saw about half of him -- to right about 
here -- (the witness cestured with his hands, indicating his 


waist). 


Now, prior to the machine funner, you at any time 
notice any breaking of the ranks -- wag there any movenent of 


_any of the men that were standing there? 
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A No, sir. I didn't notice any. 


DEFENSE (Captain Narvid): That's all, 


DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): May it please 
the court, Dr. Lalling would like to ask a question of the 


witness, 


PRESIDENT: Granted, 


CROSS EXAMINATION (Continued) 


QUESTIONS PY THE DEFENSE (Dr, Lalling): 


Q You have referred to about 25 tanks which you said 
were first moving and then stopped, is that correct? 
A Yes, sir, 
Did you see these tanks move on from the crossroads? 


Yes, sir. 


Q 
A 
Q When did they move on? 
A 


Well, I mean -- I didn't see them move on, but I 
heard them move on: I heard these tanks start on down the road 
while I was lying there in the field, 

Q Was there acontinuous movement there on the cross- 
roads? 
A While I was lying there in the field: yes. 

And before? 

No, they were stopped, 

Who told you to go into the field? 


German soldiers who escorted r 


Who told you to line up in the field? 
A These two German soldiers pointed to me where they 


wanted me to stand. 


( Fora 
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Q How many German soldiers do you think were concern- 
with the prisoners of war? 
A I have no idea, 
Well, approximately, 


I didn't count them: I don't know, 


No, I saw several German soldiers, 


Q 
A 
Q Did you see only those two that you mentioned? 
A 
Q 


Were they the same German soldiers who fired after- 
wards, or not? 

A I presume that they were, but I don't know, 

Q Did you recognize that voice which spoke English 
the whole time? 

A I didn't recognize the voice, but I could tell 
that he was speaking English, 

Q Was it always the same voice? 

A I couldn't say that. 

Q Where were the German guards, when this fire started 
-- I mean, the machine gun fire, 

A Well, the German guards were standing on the west 
side of the tank, 

Q Just one final question: when you approached the 
crossroads, didn't you say that the whole area was under 
fire? 

A was on the crossroads for approximately 


they started firing on us. 


SE (Dr, Lalling): No further ques- 


tions. 
QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE (Captain Narvid): 
During this time that you were standing there on 


-- Cross) 
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the field, did you hear the noise of any artillery? 

A Not while I was standing in the field, I didn't hear 
any artillery. 

Q Did you hear the noise of any artillery, just as 
you got to the field? 

A The only time I presumed that I heard artillery 
was when I was standing on the intersection and the Germans 
came from the east. 

Q Did that fire come from the direction of Engelsdorf? 


A I don't know where Engelsdorf is, but it came from 


the direction of Weismes, 


DEFENSE (Captain Narvid): No further 


questions, 


DEFENSE (Dr, Rau): I have one or two 


questions. 


QUESTIONS BY THE DEFENSE (Dr, Rau): 


Q What did you assume that the enemy position was, 


while you were standing there on the crossroads -- I mean, 
what did you assume that the enemy position was, as they were 


traveling along the road? 


PROSECUTION: If the court please, I wish 


that the counsel would re-phrase his question -- 


1 were traveling along the road, were 
you counting on a German attack? 
A I never was traveling: I was posted on Route 32; 
I was posted there at the crossroads. 


Q Well, as you were standing there at the crossroads, 





did you count on a German attack? 
A No. 


Q How many American convoys passed the road intersection, 


as the Germans opened their attack? 
A Well, as I later found out the 285th -- well, they 
were just coming from Malmedy, when I first saw them, and where 


they went I don't know. 


Q No, I want to know how many convoys there were at 
that time -- 


LAW MEMBER: What is the relevancy of this 


line of questioning? 


DEFENSE (Dr, Rau): It is supposed to 
lead to the question of whether there was great confusion at 


the crossroads, when the attack began, 


LAW MEMBER; Well, what is the relevancy 
of that, with respect to the witness! testimony, as he has 


piven it on direct examination? 


DEFENSE (Dr, Rau): I would like to know 


how, in general, the American soldiers behaved at this time -- 


PROSECUTION: The prosecution objects to 


The objection is sustained, 


she American soldiers surrender? 


Yes, sir, 
DEFENSE (Dr, Rau): No further. questions, 
DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): The defense 


( Ford ss == Cross) 





has no further questions at this time. 


PROSECUTION: The prosecution has a few 
further questions. 


RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION 


QUESTIONS BY THE PROSECUTION: 


Q Now, you have referred to artillery fire, was that 
American or German artillery fire? 

a I presume that it was German, because it came from 
the direction of Weismes and that's the direction that the 
Germans came from. 

Q In your cross-examination you mentioned the two 
German guards that stood at the west side of a tank, when the 
machine gun firing started; now, can you locate this tank with 
respect to the field, that is, was it on the north end or the 
south end, or what? 

A Well, it was setting right there in the middle of 
the road, on the east side of the field, approximately lined 


up in the middle of all the American prisoners. 
PROSECUTION: Wo further re-direct. 


DEFENSE (Colonel Everett): There are 


no further questions and I might announce on behalf of the 


defense that the defense does not desire to recall Mr. Lary, 


Mr. Kingston, Mr. Daub, Mr. Ahrens, Mr. Dobyns or Mr. Ford. 


PROSECUTION: If the court please, may 


these six American witnesses be excused permanently? 


PRESIDENT: Does any member of the court 


have any questions of any of these witnesses at this time or 


(_ Ferd -- Re-Direct) 





anticipate any necessity for recalling any of these witnesses? 


(Whereupon, no member of the court indicating any 


questions of these witnesses, or any necessity for recalling 
them, the President made the following announcement:) 


PRESIDENT: The witnesses may be permanently 
excused, and the present witness is excused. The court is ad- 


jJourned to meet at 0830 tomorrow morning. 


(Whereupon the court, at 1200 hours, adjourned to 
reconvene at the time indicated by the President.) 


-- Cross) 
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I illiam 2. pm@u assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as 


an interpreter, having heen duly sworn, depose a 


I state that the attached 
a true and accurate rendering of the ( 


lish translation is 
yerman origi 


Friedrich Christ 


taken on 17 December 1945 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


atore lst Lt. WILLIAM R. PERL 


consisting of EWS... pages, into English. 


1, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English 


fluently and am fully qualified as 
inglish interpreter by reason o 
I 


an expert 
f the following qualifications 


l. 

2. I have 4; ty yoars, 

3» I studied english for five years in school in VIVA, 

he I lived in mgiand from 193 

+ I lived in the Guibed ate te; of 1940 until 
the Jaited 3 wi th wmerican Army in July of 191 

&. roa February 1943 to July 1944 | ras an dastruetor in the 
Seetion of the Military iutelligenee Training Counter, © 2 ic, Maryland, 
and after coming overseas I have continued to serve as an iuterrogator of 
prise oners and Suspects, in a capacity which always involved translation fran 
German to mglish and vice versa, 


ustria 


Willian @ Gk, 
77 TLLIAM Re PUL, 04555149 


let is Mele 
Sworn and subscribed to before me this “3 day of 7 SOOT B l44¢4 
at Schwibisch Hall, Germany. 


crimes Branch, U: 


laf ¢ 





1is occasion POETSCHKE stated the the 

battle would be the decisive battle. st Other 

Said that we should behave towards the enemy in such a way 

that we create amongst them panic and terror and that the 
reputation for spreading panic and terror through our behavior 
should precede our troop Oo thet the enemy shculd be frightened 
even to meet them. Amongst other things he also stated in 
nection with this that no prisoners should be 


con= 


tak . 


On my own, I added nothing to his talk nor did I take any- 
thing away from it, but on the same evening I repeated to my 
company in the BLANKENHEIM Fo t what POKTSCHK® t told to us. 

This deposition I on my Own without influence by either 
threats or promises and I wrote it down in my own handwriting. 

t consists of two pages. 


I am fuily aware of the importance and holiness o cath. 


85 ObersturmfQhrer 
17 December 1945 
17 December 1945 4 
Witnessed; 
/3/ DWIGHT F. FANTON 
DWIGHT F. FANTON 
Capt QMc 
Investigator-Examiner 
War Crimes Branch, USFET 


Subseribed and sworn to before 
me at Schwabisch Hall, Germany 
this seventeenth day of December 
1945. 


/3/ WILLIAM R. PERL 
lst Lt MoI. 
Investigator-Exa miner 
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TRANSLATOR’S AFFIDAVIT 


iI LA o § L 
I assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


@ true and ac ate rendering of the € nan original of the statement of 
FACE ORICH CHRIST 

taken on 4.7. SO CCHM BHP [F4S~ 41 Sciwithisch Hall: Germany. 

before. A@eacam KK, PERK 


consisting of... Af. pages, into English, 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


rmane 
h for twenty years. 
years in sc nV NA, Austria. 
ar in 
it a ty ) nt 949 until 
ith the J Lean Army y of 1944, 
July 194 v tructor in the 
IPwW Sectlox 1 5 tellicence 6 titchie, 
Maryland, and overses: have co r =| jerve aa an 
interrogator i nd susgy te t k ¥ always 
involved trang 
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Ww i . Lt. ele 
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 2... day of heck. l¢ € he 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 


fj 
* Crimes BranchUSFET 
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Supplementary to the statement I made today ccacerning my 
speech in the BLANKENHEIM Forest the evening before the attack 
in the EIFEL started, I add the following: 


In the same building in which porfScuxe gave us the talk, in 
the adjoining room was HEIPER's Command fost, 


I cannot recall whether HSIPER was present during FORTSCHKE's 
Speech, but in any case, I was under the impression that PRIPER 
knew about the order to take no prisoners of war. 


I still remember that after PCS'TSCHKE's speech, I discussed 
PORTSCHIE's Speech with another company commander, I believe it 
was KREMSER and that after this conversation with this other 
company commander, I decided to give the same talk to my men, 


I did not go to see PRBIPER, because I assumed that he knew 
about it and because no opposite directives of PEIPER contradictory 
to FORISCHKE's order existed, Neither did I ask POETSCHE why he 
gave the order that no prisoners should be taken, nor according to 
my knowledge, did anybody else ask, 


I made this statement out of my own, uninfluenced by threats 
or promises and in ny own handwriting, It consists of two pages, 


I am aware of the importance and holiness of the cath, 


(signed) CHRIST, Friedrich 
SS Obersturmfuehrer 
17 December 1945 


Witnessed: 
DWIGHT F, FANTON 
Capt. gic 
Inves tigator-Examiner 
Wer Crimes Branch, USFET 


Subscribed and sworn to before me at SCHWABISCH HALL, Germany, 
this 17th day of December 1945, 


ist Lt. Mle 
Inves tigator-Exeminer 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


1 PAUL ReTtz 


assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, de pose and state that the 


attached English translation is 
a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


BENONI JUNKER 
taken on 1. March 1046 at Schwibisch Hall, Germany, 
ators RAPHAEL .SHUMACKER, Captain,. COMP 
consisting of 4 i Peice tae” into English. 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


lish interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


le ly native tongue is Ginuan. 

2- I mave spoken WiGiiai for 7 yeers, 

3e X stud ied DGLISH for 4 years at school in VIWOU, sustria, 
he I lived in wiGlamp from 1999-19k0. 


Se I lived in the UNITED SrATes from 1940 until { left the wIIryD srarus 
with the American army in my 19h4. 


6 09 ince the hth of polruary 1946 I eerved an interpreter with the oar 
Grimes Branch in WIMSFADI{le Gormany. 


lAuch Kev hen. 


(OUL Halbeuk . 
ah 


Sworn and subscribed to hefore me this 7 — day of Faarch /6¢6 
at Schwitbisch Hall, Germany. 
SF, 


‘ar Crimes Branch, USFET 


Baph C/T 





During the sandtable exercises in HOF BUSCHFELD, Obersturm- 
bannfuehrer PEIPER explained that during the caning offensive 
we would have to go ahead recklessly. J remember that during the 
sandtable exercises, no special order was issued to use terror 
methods ov to shoot prisoners of war. Nevertheless, even then 
iv was clear to me that on the basis of remarks of important 
officers (I cannot say for sure who made these remarks and how 
these remarks were worded) the following policy should be adhered 
tos 


"If necessary, the resistance of the enemy will be 
broken with brutality - after the principle - the end 
justifies the means." 


On the 15th of December 194 I had been ordered to a Company 
Commander's meeting in a forester's house in the BLANKiNHEIMER 
Woods. This hunting Lodge was both battalion and regimental CP. 


I do not recall any more the hour of day I arrived in this 
hunting lodge, I only know that it was at daylight. In this 
forester's house a meeting ot all Company Comnamiers of the Panzer 
Regiment took place. But I do remember that it was a meeting of all 
Company Commanders o: the regiment and that among others, the follow- 
ing officers were present: Sturmbannfuehrer POMSCHKE, Hauptsturm- 
fuehrer GRUEHLE, Hauptsturmfuehrer KLINGELHOEFIR, Obersturmfuehrer 
CHnIS?, Obersturmfuehrer KREMSIR, Untersturmfueher FISCHIR. I am 
certain about the presence of these officers at this meeting. 
Obersturmbannfuehrer PLIPIR was only temporarily present during the 
meeting. To better understand Statement I have made a sketch, 
Varked No.l., which is attached hereto. 

I entered the room, which I have marked No. 1 on the sketch, 
through the entrance marked No. 3. I waited ior about 20 minutes 
in room No, 1, sitting on a chair standing close to the fireplace. 
During this time, Sturmbamfuehrer POETSCHKN was with Obersturmbann- 
fuehrer PEIPER in the room marked No. 2. While I was waiting in 
room No. 1 the Company Commanders gathered in this room ~ ~ same 
of them were already there when I arrived. Besides the officers 
who later participated in the meeting in room No. 2, some others 
were also present in room No. 1. Among those were Unter- 
sturmfuehrer KRAMM, Obersturmfuehrer RUMFF, Obersturmfuehrer 
SIEVERS, ond I believe also Untersturmfuehrer REHAsHL and some 
others. There were quite a number of ordnance officers and PEIPIR's 
Liaison officers of the units under him. Juring my stay inroom No. 
1, Obers turmbannfuehrer PEIPER also came into this waiting room. He 
stg ed only a few seconds and then returned to his room (room No. 2). 


I know the regimental omer read to us approved of the use of 
terror methods, I know furthermore that when I left the regimental 
CP I was under orders that, where the military situation shoula re- 
quire it, not to take prisoners. I no longer know whether this aware- 


ness originated from the regimental order or from POMSCHKE's oral 
orders, 


From the forester's house I went to my company and about three- 
quarters of an hour later I called my tank cammanders together, It 
is possible that on this occasion I talked to the entire company, but 
I believe that only the 15 tank cammanders, the lst Sgte, the let 


Clerk, the Maintenance Section Leader and Transportation sergeant 
were present. 





My men were sitting in @ semi-circle around me and a smail 
camp fire was burning between them and me. It was not yet dark, 
‘but there was already twilight. In the course of issuing the 
orders during the lecture I called to attention that this battle 
will mean do or die, furthermore, in accordance with my own in- 
structions that to vreak the enemy's resistance, terror methods 
could also be used. I also applied the use o: terror methods in 
accordance with my instructions for the treatment of prisoners of 
war, but I do. not recall the wording any more. I believe, in this 
regard, I also brought out that we shoulda 4o and fight so as to 
irive the enemy into fear and fright. 


My address lasted about 15-20 minutes and as far as I can re- 
member, no queStions were asked. 


I add that before I left the regimental CP in the BLANKENHEIMER 
Woods, I signed there that I had knowledge of the orders read to me. 


To better understand my statement about the instructions I re- 
ceived tor the company, I have made up a sketch. I have marked 
this sketch with II and attach it to my statement. 


On this sketch, (1) means hunting lodge, 2) distance hunting 
lodge-company, about 300-400 My 3) dirt road through BLANKENHEIMER 
Woods, 4) Company assembly area, 5) distance street to place of 
issuance of orders, about 15-20 M, ©) place of issuance of orders, 
7) approximate direction or north. 


I have made these statements voluntarily, uninfluenced by 
coercion, threats or promises, 


I believe in God and I am aware of the meaning and sanctity 
of an oath. I swear to God that these statements contain the 
yhoLe and pure truth, ana nothing but the truth and I am prepared 
to repeat these statements before any court of justice at any time. 


(signed) Benoni JUNKER 
1 March 1946 


Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this lst day of March 1946 at 
Schwaebisch Hall, Ger. 


(signed) RAPHAEL SHUMACIER 
Capt CMP 


Witnessed; 
(signed) WILLIAM R. /eRL 
lst Lt. MoI. 
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Company assembly area 


Distance street to place where orders 
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ree JOACHIM 


. » being first daly 


Rn nnn Mem th erst recht- 
mafig eingeschworen wurde, mache die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The above two photographs are photographs of the same OBER STURM BANNFUEWNRER 
mi SALEM, mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated./.MAR:./44 la...» 


ty ope zwei Photographien sind Photographien desselbigenYBE RSM SANNEUNRENR 


aa | 4 ee y. von mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage genannt, 
datiert_. A: MA 


__Benasnea Fran 


First Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zaname) 


____ QBERSTHR MEMAR Elk 


Rank (Dienstgrad) 


"BLAH Pa Heyl &. 2AM 
Organization daring Eifel Offensive 


Einheit wahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
Sworn to ,and subscribed before me this 


gees CA, ate , 1946, 


(ex p17 6 
| 
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et aneemermees MACdem ich erst recht- 
mapig eing: »sonwor ren wurde, mache die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The above two photographs are photographs of the same. Swe, TT aT HERE 
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Bearing J 


First Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zuname) 


—_ YRER STH RUEUHRER 


Rank (Dienstgrad) 


als. 1 Zi. 4 6.LEA a 
Ale I. during Effet Offensive 


Einheit wdhrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
Sworn to gnd subscribed before me, this 
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sworn, im e following si tement under oath 
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maplg eingesciworen wurde, muche die folgende Aussage unter Eid 
The_ above two 
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First Name (Vorname) Last Name (Zaname) 


Rank (Dienstgrad) 


6x "ELE fagt 4 S58 MR 
Organization during fel Offensive 


Einheit waihrend des Elfel-Einsatzes 
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the following statement under oat, 
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schwvoren wurde, m ie folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The above two photographs are photogrophs of the same MAUL ST URMEFUEHRER 
MING HOEK, mentioned by me in my affidavit, datet ./. MAR: /G¢h...« 
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TRANSLATOR’'S AFFIDAVIT 


I Paul uTn2 assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached E nglish translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
OSKAR KKLINCEEK HOE FER. 


fake Gtt =A eesti. OMG. bernie HtallGsrsany 
FAPHaeh OAUMACKER, CAPT, CMP 


hetore 
consisting of 4... pages, into English, 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 
German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 
le ty mative tongue is oiueu. 
2e i have qpoken Glial for 7 years. 
i otué fed WOLIng for & yeors at school in Vian, 
3 Lived fin wii from 1999-1940. 


Z lived in the GHITE> “rete from Iyko watil 1 left the WT Taras 
With the Americas army ia may 19h. 


© of ince the bth of murury 19hb I served as Auterpreter with the ar 
Grimes Prasok fa (Leow, Oormany. 


Josh 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this day of 


at Schwitbiseh Tall, Ggrmany. 





AFFIDAVIT 
of 


OSKAR LLINGELHOEFER 


I Oskar KLINGELHOEFER, being first duly sworn, make the 
following statement under oath: 


During the El¥Floffensive in December 194), I was Commeny 
Commander of the 7th SS Panzer Company, lst SS Panzer Regime:it, LAH, 
My rank was Hauptsturmfuebrer. 


@ the afternoon of 15 December 194, I was ordered to a 
meeting of Company Commanders in a blockhouse next to a forester's house 
near BLANKENHEIM, I am positive that the following officers were present 
in the room in this blockhouse where we received orders pertaining to 
the coming offensive: 


SS Obersturmbannfuehrer FZIFER,Joachim - Commanding Officer, 
lst SS Fenzer Regiment, LAH 


Hauptsturmfuehrer GRUHLE - Regimental Adjutant, Ist SS 
Panzer Regiment, LAH, 


Sturmbennfuebrer PORTSCHKE,Paul(I am not positive about this first 
nam) = Battalion Commander, lst SS Funzer Battalion, 
1st 3S Panzer Regiment, LAH, 


Obers turmfuekhrer KREMGER - Company Commander, lst SS Panzer Company, 
lst SS Panzer Battalion, lst SS Panzer Regiment, LAR, 


Obersturmfuehrer CHRIST - Company Commander, 2nd 3S Panzer Compeny, 
lst SS Panzer Battelion,lst SS Panzer Regiment,LAH, 


Obersturmfuehrer JUNKER,Benino -Company Commander, 6th Panzer 
Company,lst SS Panzer Battalion,lst SS Panzer Regiment LAH, 


Hauptsturmfuehrer KLINGELHGEFER, Oskar -Company Coumander, 7th 
Panzer Company, lst SS Panzer Battalion,lst SS Panzer 
Regiment, LAH, 


Heuptsturmfuehrer OTTO « Company Commander, Service Company. lst SS 
Panzer Battalionslst SS Panzer Regiment, LAH, 


I also remember seeing SS Untersturmfuehrer FISCHER, the Adjutant 
of the lst SS Panzer Battalion, but I cannot swear that he was in the room 
at the time tho order was gives It is my recollection that other officers 
were present in the blockhouse and might have been either in the room 
where we received the orders or in the adjoining room, 


When the meeting began, I remember distinctly that Overs turmbenn- 
fuehrer PEIPSR told PORTSCHKE to start and not to be disturbed any longer. 
Thereupon, FORTSCHKE gave us the order and there weve intermittent comments 
from Obersturnbannfuehrer PFEIFER, 


The outline of the order as I remember it, vas as follows: 


ex lke 





Situation of the enemy. 

Our own situation, 

Own intentions. 

Qrder for the armored group of the lst SS Ianzer Division, 
TAH, 

Support by artillery, air force, V-1 am V-2. 

Order of March + check points of advance. 

Aid station. 

Communications and pyrotechnics. 

Location of the leader of the battalion and the armored group. 


In addition to the above, the following order was given by POETSCHKE in BRIPER's 
presence: 


"In front of the combat unit itself the unit "Greif" of Obersturmbann- 
fuehrer SHORZENY in Amrican uniforms and vehicles will march in 
order to destroy all communications anc to spread panic end terror 
and to eliminate command posts, Prisoners are not to be taken by 
this unite” 


I cannot say with certainty that the above words were used but the above is 
the substance of the order, 


We also received this further order in substantially the following words: 


“Ahsed of us there shall be terror and horror, We should remember in 
this fight especially the cities which have suffered tremendously 
during the bombing attacks and have suffered great misery. Therefore, 
all scruples and .umane feelings shall be thrown overboard, No 

pri soners of war will be taken." 


With reference to prisoners of war, I remember distinctly that PEIFER 
himself made this comment: "Situations can arise in which no prisoners of 
war cen be made," 


It is my recollection that Hauptsturmfuehrer GRUHLE sgain read the order 
to us in its entireity. We were cautioned about the secrecy of this order 
and each of us present signed a piece of paper in which we acknowledged having 
received the order itself, and the fact that the contents were to be kept 
secret. 


After having received our orders and signing the acknowledgement, we 
were dismissed in order to pass onthe order orally to our platoon leaders 
and through them to the men of the companies, It is my recollection that I 
passed on the orders I hed received to my platoon leaders in my company 
orderly room vehicle, and I also reminded them that the orders were secret 
(The order to the platoon leaders might have been issued in the vicinity of 
the forester's houre,). This order was passed on to the zen of my company 
by the platoon leaders, 


Ih ave prepared a sketch in order to clarify the scene of the meeting 
in the blockhouse I have described in this statement, This sketch is marked 
Exhibit*l", is attached hereto and made a part of this statement, 


This statement is given by me voluntarily and of my own free will, I 
have written it in my own handwriting.I have not been subjected to force, 
duress or threats of punishment, No promises of reward or immnity from 
prosecution have been made to me, 





1 swear that the facts stated in this affidavit are true and I am 
prepared to repeat them under oath in any court of justice, 


(signed) OSKAR KLINGELHOEFER 
18 March 1946, 


Sworn to and aubscribed before 
me this 18th day of Merch 1946 at 
SCHWABISCH HALL, Ger, 


RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt. Ci, 





TRANSLATION OF LuGiD ON 
TO AFFIDAVIT OF 
OSKAR KLINGELHOEZFER 
Dated 18 March 1946 


eee ee he 


Forester's house with huntin 5 ledge 


Pz and vehicles of the dquarters 
lst SSPz Ret 1 


Pz of 6th Co 
7th Co 
lst Co 
2nd Co 


So-called Roemer Street 


Sketch of hunting lodge according to 
my memory 


Room in which the order waa given, as far 
as I can remember. 





Sy PEIPER 
] JOACHIM 


NLINGEL OEE un » being first daly 


sworn th OS Statement under oath : 
la Mlegetaga*” nena Hachdem ich erst recht- 


nai eingeschwofen wurde, muche die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


D obigen wel Photographien sind Photographien desselbigen.. 
WE thi wu. Von mir in meiner eidesstattlichen ge genGnat, 
faatiert__? Miley RT _ 
Lyf b> ° 
: illiMige) 
First Name (yérnamg} Last Name (Zuname) 
YU - tila 
Rank ADienstgrad) 


we & sh Keer bSSAI 


Organization during Eifel Offensive 
Einheit wadhrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 


Sworn to gnd subscribed | before 


= A, 


jen 





Pied GRUHLE 
HANS 


4... 
sworn, prake 


Th vevirismnnanmenner Machdem ich erst recht- 
maplg eingeschwofen | wutde, “mache die “folgende Aussage unter Eid 


The above two akotageays are photographs of the same_HavpsTuRM FUEHRER_ 
oP RYUHLE mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated... Ki 


» being first daly 


Die pbiven zwei Photograph'en sind Photographien desselbigen Y wihrasite iM 
Th hha a: ca dey 


mae 4K, ss von mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussage 
datiert. 2: 44. ; 


, 4 
yt Z 
LMP 
Name ( Vorname) ast Name (Zuname) 
0 WALA CfA kin 
Ranl’ (Dienstgrad) 


Lt. LER keer 4SAY 
Organization during Eifel Offensive 
Einheit wihrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 


Sworn to gnd subscribed before 
ALEX, day Of... 


Leb ddshh LD L Ht Achle 


Officer administering oath 


SOW Ce / Hi 


Raptk Arm or Service 





@ eae 


hh 2 KAR MLiM G Ei. 


sworn, ma 


he , the botlowi aiement under oath 
Wht LLL i lla —— nachdem ich erst recht- 
maBig eingeschworeh wurde, muche d. unter Eid 


. » being first daly 


BERSTURN FUEHRE R 
LE MIPRCH 19%. 
e pi ye zwei Photographien sind Photographien dessetbigen LAM&Z: Abrey 


OT TGS gym. VON mir in meiner eidesstattlichen Aussag genannt, 
Z. WSF ‘ 
Fe _. s 


Rank ((Dienstgrad) 


ZG. [°55h Kear. £55 1 


Organization daring Eifet Offensive 
Einheit wihrend des Eifet-Einsatzes 





Sworn and subscribed before ge this 


ae day of iii ns 1946. 


Z 


r administering oath 


Arm or Service 





| JUNKER 
| BENONI 


L, OSKAR__. » being first daly 
sworn, make the lowing statement ae oath: 
ye pee nachdem ith erst recht- 
mapig eingeschworep wurde, muche die Jolgende Aussage unter Eid 


The above two photographs are photographs of the sameQ\S ER STIURMFYEHRER 
YUM KER mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated. LE MARE LADY ES 


i ablagn . zwei. Puecogree nies sind Photographien desselbigen LZ tLe funs 


.. von mir in meiner eidesstattlihen ‘Auasege penal, 
Ghien Zee" 


WA, YZ if 7 
L406 LCL ED 
Firat Name (Vorname) ‘Last Neme (Zaname) 


ia Uh Sue ay 7 
Rank/(Dienstgrad) 


726. LAH he Meg. A ssat 
Organization during Elfel Offensive 
Einheit waihrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 


Sworn 9 and subscribed heft re my this 
ik SO day of. » 1946, 


administering gath 


Sa: 
Arm or Service 
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gned to War Crimes Branch. United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, de pose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
Erich MONKoMER 

taken on dL April 1946 at Schwibisch Hall, Germany, 

William R, Perl, lst Lt. M.I. 


hefore 


consisting of x) pages, into English, 
+1 S fe hQe 


1, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am £ 


fully qualified as an expert 
My native tongue is German. 
I have spoken English for seven years. 


3. I studied English for four years at school in Vienna, 
Autria. 


{ lived in England from 1939 to 1940. 


5. I lived in the United States from 1940 until I left the 
United States with the American Army in May 1944, 


6. Since the 4th of February 1946, I served as interpreter 
with the War Orimes Branch in Wiesbaden, Germany. 


Tart Re Gor 


PAUL REITZER 


asf 


Sworn snd subscriied:to'hatore me thir wec%ons day-of 
ufSclusitbioctlelt, Germany. 


ps. Makar 4.5. 





. 
I, Erich MUNKEMER, being duly sworn make the following 
statement under oath: 


During the EIFEL offensive in Dec 194, I was leader of 
the 2nd platoon, 7th comp, lst Pz Regt LSSAH. 


On the morning of the 16th Dec 1944, I was ordered to report 
to the company commander together with SS Untersturmfuehrer REHAGEL 
Heinz, and SS Oberscharfuehrer Hans SIPIROT, to receive the orders 
for the coming offensive, For this, we were assembled on the edge of 
the woods opposite a forester's house along the route of advance 
abreast with our assembly area. Hauptsturmfuehrer Oskar KLINGELHGEFER 
issued to us platoon leaders the following order which I reproduce 
true to its meaning: 


Together with our lst Py Div ISSAH, also other Fz and Inf 
Div. formed along a broad front for the attack, to push deep into 
the enemy lines, and to get ready for the decisive punch, Thereby 
the Luftwaffe will be committed on a reinforced scale, Luftwaffe and 
Army will successfully employ the latest in new weapons. 


In this connection the order contained the following 
quotatiom as to its meaning concerning the treatment of prisoners of wars 
Prisoners of war will be turned over to the troops following and evac~ 
uated by them. 


This paragraph also had in addition quotations at the end, 
that situations can arise where our armred group, weak from an infantry 
point of view, thrusts narrow and deep into the enemy front and can no 
longer evacuate the prisoners, An evacuation being impossible, then 
the prisoners will be shot. 


The men are to be instructed that upon capture no statements 
ere allowed to be made about that, 


Qn the 16th Dec 4h, upon receipt of the orders as mentioned 
above, I transmitted these quotations conforming to their meaning 
to my tenk commanders. 


This statement coneists of 3 handwritten pages and one 
sketch, 


I swear before God that the statements in this depositim 
are true, 


I made this statement voluntarily and of my own will,uninflu- 
enced by duress, threats, harsh treatment or promises and am prepared 
to repeat seme under oath before any court, 


® 
(signed) Erich MUNKEMER 
Unters turmfuehrer 
Witness: 11 April 1946, 
Harry W Thom 
Inv.-Interpreter 
WCB. Sworn to and subscribed to before me this 11th 
day of April 1946, at Schwabisch Hall,Germany. 
William R Ferl, 
let Lt. Mee 00555149 
b Investigator -Examiner 
XRAY it WOB, USFET . 


| 


} 





TRANSLATION OF LEGEND TO SKE'ICH DRAWN BY 
Erich MJENKEMER 


Dated 11 April 1946 


ese seeeeae 


Place of issuance of order of SS Hauptsturmfuehrer Oskar 
KLINCELHOEFER to his platoon leaders. 


Forester's house on the route of advance as given in the 
Statemnt. 


Place of transmittal of order to my commanders, 





KLINGELHOEFER 
OSKAR 
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The above two photographs are photographs of the same. %, 
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sworn, make the follqgwing statement under oath 

Toh Erich SdanKemen __. Nachdem ich erst redit- 
mafig eingeschworen wurde, mache die folgende Aussage unter Eid 





The above two photographs are photographs of the same CocaschaafuchHeh, 
be epthedi....mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated......02AeLsl...... L¢Lbs 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


; George Miller 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn dep und state that the attached English translation is 


ned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
HEINZ TOMHARDT 


taken on... March 1946 at Schwitbisds Hall, Germany, 


WILLIAM R. PERL, let Lte, Mel. 


hefore 


consisting of ....9...... pages, into English. 
and 3 sketches 


I, the deponent, further state that L speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 


1. German is my native tongue. 


2. I spent the first 20 years of my life in Germany and went 
to elementary and secondary school there. 


3-« I came to the United States in 1928. 


4. I had 2 years of English in secondary school in Germany. 
My other knowledge of English has been derived from study by myself. 


5. I've been married for the past six years to a British 
Subject and speak English continually at home. My wife does not 
speak German. 


6. I have been in the U. 3s. Army for the past 21/2 years, 
having been discharged in November 1945 and have been employed by 
the War Department as a German-English interpreter since January 1946. 


, hechler 


George Mier 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 20 day of PPtarcel- 


at Schwiibisch Hall. Germany. 


‘ar Crimes Branch, USFET 





On the 15th December 1944, I learned for the first time that 
during the immediately impending offensive,no prisoners should be taken. 


On that day I was a number of times in our battalion canmand 
post and the meeting to which I am referring, and at which I was present, 
too k place either at the beginning of darkness or else close to 2200 
hours. 


At that time our battalion command post(Command post of the 
III, (GP) battalion/2 Panzer Grenadier Regiment L,SS.A.H.) was located 
in the woods north of BLANKENHEIM, For better understanding of this 
statement I have prepared a sketch which I have marked with I and 
attached heretoe 


@ this sketch marked I, the legend is : 


1. Forester's lodge. 
2. Garden 

3. Fence 

h, Path 


In this forester's lodge at the abovementioned time a meting 
took place of all company commanders, convened by the battalion commander. 


At this meting were present all the time: 


Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL who presided 
Untersturmfuehrer MAX LEIXE for the 9th Company 
Qersturmfuehrer GEORG PREUSS for the 10th campany 
1, Myself for the 11th Company, 


Hauptscharfuehrer JOCHEN THIELE for the 12th Company as well as 
an Untersturmfuehrer who at that time was the communications officer of 
the battalion, and whose name I don't recall at the preeent, as he was 
only a short time in our unit. Besides these mentioned persons also Unter~ 
sturmfuehrer FLACKE, the battalion adjutant, was present. While all 
others during the whole meeting remained at their seats, FLACKE walked 
often to and fro during the meeting as he assisted Hauptsturmfuehrer 
DIBFENTHAL like handing him maps, or similar things; however Untersturm- 
fuehrer FLACKE did not leave the room during the meeting. 


At this meting Haupteturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL acquainted us with 
the route of advance and march order. Furthermore he informed us that 
we were to be supported by heavy artillery barrages and large airplane 
committments. 


Furthermore Heuptsturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL informed us about the 
SKORCZENY group, dressed in American uniforms, He related further that 
Germa n agents were working in the rear of the enemy who would aid use 


Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL declared that we had to fight 
recklessly and declared further that we were not allowed to take any 
prisoners in this offensive. 


I don't recall any more the exact wording of this order, I 
only know he issued this order not to take prisoners, 


The meeting which I just described lasted about one hours 


For better understanding of this meeting ani the location where 
it took place, I have prepared another sketch which I have marked II 





The sketch as a whole represents the only room of the described 
forester's house: 


1, Is the table 

2. A bench 

3. Another bench 
4.The stove 

5« Is a stool 

6, Telephone table 
7+ Entrance 


I, myself, sat at the bench indicated by Nos}, and believe that 
amongst cthers also Obersturmfuehrer PREUSS sat at this bench, Haupts turm 
fuehrer DIBFENTHAL himself sat at the stool indicated by Noe5e I don't 
know any more where the others who were present sat, Nobody sat at the 
telephone table, 


After the above-described meeting I went right back to my 
company, where I laid down for the time being to sleep. 


Between 2 and 3 o'clock in the morning (then already December 
16th 1944) I had the company awakened and assembled it around a fires 


Then I made a speech to the assembled company in which I pointed 
out that the decisive battle of the war was about to begin. I requested 
mymen to fight ruthlessly and told them also that it was not permitted to 
take prisoners, At the same time I informed them not to shoot at such 
prisoners who waved their steel helmets, I didn't tell them the reason far 
this lest order, It was based on the reason that I had been informed by 
Hauptsturmfuehrer DIEFENTHAL during the meeting which I described that 
SKORCZENY's men would make themselves known by waving their steel helmets, 
The participation of SKORCZENY's group I kept a secret from my men because 
Haupts turmfuehrer DIBFENTHAL had expressly stated that this point was not 
to be published. 


I don't know any mre with what words I delivered the order that 
no prisoners of war were to be takeng I only know that I gave it, 


On the other hand I dom't recall any more to have issued an 
order to shoot all civilians. It is possible that I said to shoot suspicious 
civilians, 


No questions wereasked after my speeches We lined up within a 
few minutes thereafter, 


Also to make my issuing of the order better understood, I have also 
Prepared a sketch of the place at which I gave the above described order, 


This drawing I have marked III, am attach it also to this state- 
ment, In it the legend is; 


1. My location during my speech and issuing of the order 
2. Radio Sif of the company 

36 The assembled company 

ke The forester's house pictured on sketches I and II 


I have made this statement uninfluenced, without force, threats 
or promises and I am prepared to repeat it before any court of justice. 





I believe in God and I am aware of the importance and 
Sanctity of the Oath, I swear before God that this statement consis ting 
of nine handwritten pages and three drawings also prepared by me, is 
the whole and pure truth and consists of nothing but the truth, 


Heinz TOMHARDT 
SS Obers turmfuehrer 
March 6th 1946, 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 


6th day of March 1946 at SCHWABISCH HALL 
Germany, 


WILLIAM R PERL 
Ast Lt, Mele 0-555149 


Inves tigator-Examiner 
Wer Crimes Branch,lSFE1', 





TRANSLATION OF SKETCH Nos I DRAWN BY HSINZ TOMIARDT 


ON 6 MARCH 1946, 


1, Forester's House. 


2. Garden, 


3e Fence. 


4e Path. 





TRANSLATION OF SKETCH Nos II DRAWN BY HEINZ TOMIARDT 


ON 6 MARCH 1946, 





TRANSLATION OF SKETCH No, ITI DRAWN BY HEINZ 


TOMHARDT ON 6 MARCH 1946, 


LEGEND 


1. Point where I stood 


2. Radio Panzer 


3. Assembled Company 


4e Forester's House, 
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TRANSLATOR’S AFFIDAVIT 


I alter A.Hart assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633. as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached E nglish translation is 


# true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
Heinz HENDEL 
taken on 4 APRIL 1946 at Schwiihisch Hall, Germany, 
before WILLIAM R. PERL»... lst Lt. Mel. 
consisting of 0%... pages, into English, 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


1. % native. tongue is Goraan, 
2. i Studied English for seven yesre in school in Serlin,Germany. 


3e 1 lived in Mmgland fron 1935 to 1997 end in the United States 
from 1937 to 1944. 


&e From March 1944 t Soveaber 1945, I served as an interpreter 
with the office of Military Government, 


5 Since 3 December 1%5 1 have been eesigned to the Ver Crines 
Branch,U.=.F.E.T. a8 a civilian Germen-Fnglish interpreter. 


ad 


Sworn and subscribed to before me thie 2 3 day of 
at Schwiibiech Hall, Germany. 





I, Hauptscharfuehrer Heinz HENDEL being duly sworn, state 
the following: 


In the night of the 15th to the 16th December 194) I assembled 
my platoon after Oberstuf,Heinz TOMIARDT finished his speech, and 
delivered to them a short address, 


At this I did not add anything of my own but merely repeated 
what Oberst.TOMHARDT had already seid, namely that it was not allowed 
to take prisoners and thet panic and fright was to be spread by the 
members of my platoon and that the 2nd platoon hai to distinguish 
itself in the fighting as well as in the execution of the order in 
regard to prisoners of war, 


In the night of the 16th to the 17th December 1944, our 

colum had to stop, I know that our colum had to coms to a halt 

in the vicinity of a village, immediately before we expected enemy 
contact and that I dismounted to relieve myself, Also a number of 
other members of my platoon dismounted, At this occasion and because 
the contact with the enemy was irminent, I repeated the orders 
which I had already given before the takeoff from the forest near 
NEDDELSHEIM, I said "Boys, now we get at the enemy, don't forget 
y ou mst fight ruthlessly. No prisoners will be taken. Everything 
that comes in front of our barrels will be mowed down, The second 
platoon has to distinguish itself", 


Amongst those I thus spoke to were Strm STOCK, Strm KUM, 
Strm SONNEBAUM, my driver, Rottf Arvitt FREIMJTH, and Uscha,.Oswald 
SIEGMIND. Uscha SIEGMUND didn't normally belong to my platoon but 
was attached and subordinated to m for the EIFEL offensive, Actually 
Oscha SIEGMUND didn't belong to the combat unit and was only attached 
to me as punishment because he always dodged around in the rear, 


I have made this statement voluntarily and out of my own will, 
uninfluenced by force, threats, or harsh treatment and uninfluenced 
by promises of any kind, 


I swear before God that this statement is true and am prepared 
to repeat same before any court under oaths 


Heinz HENDEL 
SS Hauptscharfuehrer 
4 April 1946. 
Witnessed 
RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt, CMP 


Sworn to and subscribed to before me this th day 
of April 1946, at Schwabisch Hall,Germany, 
WILLIAM R EERL 
lst Lt. MI. 06555149 
Investigeme- Examiner, 
WOB, USFEY 
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I, Hauptscharfuehrer, Heinz HENDEL, being duly sworn, state the 
following. 


1. In May 1934, I volunterily joined the ‘Allgemeine SS',From the 
year 1934 until the year 1935 I belonged to the Special Command of 
SACHSEN, and in the year 1935, I was transferred to the *Totenkopfverbande" 
to which I belonged until February 1942, From 1935 until 1940 I was with 
the "Totenkopfverbande" in the concentration camp SACHSENHAUSEN and 
ORANIENBURG. My rank was Scharfuehrer, Scharfuehrer conforms to the 
American S/Sgt. The greatest part of the time I spent in the concentration 
Camp as ea guard. 


In the year 1942 I was transferred to the Waffen SS, that is,I 
came to the ISSAH, 


During the EIFEL offensive in December 194 and January 1945 I 
belonged to the llth company, IIIrd (3.gep) Armored Beattalion,2nd Panzer 
Grenadier Regiment, "ISSAH", that is, I was platoon leader of the 2 Platoon 

in the company mentioned, 


2eIn the night of the 15th to the 16th December 1944,the company 
coumander of the llth Company, Obersturmfuehrer Heinz TOMIARD,delivered 
@ speech to the assembled llth company in a forest in the vicinity of 
STETTEFSHEIM, In this speech Obersturmfuehrer TOMHARD brought out among 


other things that we had to fight ruthlessly and that we had to spread 
among the enemy panic and fright and that no prisoners should be taken. 
Hereby he also said that we should make plenty of 'RABATZ' when driving 
through the villages and that we should shoot at everything. Rabatz is an 
expression of the SS lingo and means fun, which consists of destroying 
Plenty and to bump off many people. 


Inmediately upon Obersturmfuehrer Heinz TOMHARD finishing his 
speech, I assembled my 2nd Platoon near our vehicles and I incited the mn 
of my platoon to especially distinguish themselves in the execution of 
this order. I no longer know the wording of my speech, but its contents 
were that the 2nd Platoon must fight especially ruthlessly and I repeated 
hereby that the2nd Platoon had to especially distinguish itsel? also in 
the spreading of fright and torror among the enemy, Also I repeated that 
it was our duty to mke Rabatz. 


35 In the following night, as well as in the night from the 16th 

to the 17th December 19\l,we came closer towards the enemy.Just before 

we encountered the enemy or expected to encounter him ~ I believe it was 
in the vicinity of LOSHEIM - our column was required to stop for reasons 

I no longer recall; most of the wen of my platoon dismounted at this time 
either to relive themelves or to stretch their limbs, Hereby, I dis~ 
mounted also, While I stood there rear my SM, surrounded by my men, I 
gave them another short inflammatory indoctrination on account of the 
imminent contact with the enemy, I said "Boys, now we are closing on 

the enemy; do not forget you mst fight ruthlessly, No prisoners will 

be taken. Everything which shows itself before our barrels will be bumped 
off, because the 2nd Platoon mst distinguish itself", Among those to 
whom I spoke thus were: Strm STOCK,Strm KUMF:Strm SONNEBORN, my driver 
Rttf FREIMUJTH and Oscha Oswald SIEGMUND, all of my platoon, Uscha SIEGMIND 
normally did not belong to my platoon. However, he was assigned under ny 
commnd to m for the EIFEL offensive, Uscha SIEGMUND really did not 
belong to the combat unit and was only punitively put under my command 

and assigned to me because he always dodged around in the rear areas. 


I prepared 2 sketches which I marked A and B, Sketch A shows 
the locality of my lst speech which I delivered immediately following the 
speech of my Company Commander,Obersturmfuehrer TOMIARD, The numbers, 





indicates 1, Direction arrow which indicates the direction of STETTERSHEIM, 
2. Wide wood path, 3. Narrow wood path, 4. SH¥'s of ay platoon, 5.Fire, 6. 
men of my platoon. Sketch B shows the road to LOSHEIM on which stood 

our colum when I delivered the 2nd speech to my men, The numbers indic-~ 
ate: 1. Direction to LOSHEIN, 2, Street, 3. SPW of the 10th company 

which stood in frontof me, 4, My SPW, 5. SHI of Uscha PREUSS, 6, Men of 

my platoon. 


I made this statement voluntarily and of my own will,uninfluenced 
by coercion, threats or harsh treatment and uninfluenced by promises of 
any kind, 


I swear before God that the statements which I made in this dep- 


osition are true, and I am prepared to repeat seme under oath before 
any courte 


(signed) Heinz HENDEL 
SS Hauptscharfuehrer 
5 april 1946, 


Wi tnessed; 
RAPHAEL SHUMACKER 
Capt. CMF. 


Sworn to and subscribed to before m this 
fifth of April 1946 at Schwabisch Hall,Germany, 


William R Perl 

lst Lt, MoI. O- 555149 
Investigator-Examiner 
War Crimes Branch, 
USFET 





EXTRACTS GF LEGENDS FROM STATEMENT OF 
Heinz HENDEL 


Dated 5 April 1946 


* * 


I prepared 2 sketches which I marked A and B. Sle tch A shows 
the locality of my lst speech which I delivered immediately following 
the speech of my Company Commander, Obersturmfuehrer TOMIARD. The 
numbers, indicate: 


Direction arrow which indicates the direétion of STETTERSHEIM, 
Wide wood path, 

Nerrow wood path, 

Sis of my platoons 

Fire. 

Men of my platoon. 


Sketch B shows the road to LOSHEIM on which stood our column when 
I delivered the 2nd speech to my men, The numbers indicate: 


Direction to LGSHEIM, 

Street. 

SP¥ of the 10th company which stood in front of m, 
ly SP. 

SPW of Uscha FREUSS, 

Men of my platoon. 


Extracted from paragraph 8 pages 1 and 2. 
* * 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


I Walter A.Hart assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
Heinz HENDEL 

taken on 5.April..1946 at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 

before... WILLIAM. R. PERL... 1st. Lt. MI. 

consisting of ...6....... pages, into English. 


and 2 sketches 


1, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 


1. W native tongue is German, 
2. I studied English for seven years in seheol in Berlin,Germany. 


3+ I lived in Mgland from 1935 te 1937 and in the United States 
from 1937 te 1944. 


4e From Mareh 1944 to Nb>vember 1945 I served as an interpreter 
with the office of Military Government, 


5s Sinee 3 December 1945 I have been assigned to the War Crimes 
Branch,U.S,F.E.T. es a civilian German-English interpreter, 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this & 3 day of 
at Schwitbisch Hall, Germany. 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


Walter A.Hert assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 


en duly sworn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 


i 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having b 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
Herbert. STOCK 


9..Apr il..1946 at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany, 


taken on 


before WILLIAM.R.FBRL,. lat Lt. Mel 
consisting of wt pages, into English 


1, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 


le W netive tongue is Cermen, 


2e 1 studied English for seven years in school in Berlin,Germny. 


3e I lived in gland from 1935 to 1937 end in the United States 
from 1937 to 19h. 


he From March 194) to November 1945, I served os an interpreter 
with the effice of Mlitary Government. 


5e Since 3 December 19:5 I have been ansigned to the War Crimes 
Branch UcSeF.E.T. a8 o civilian Germenelinglish interpreter, 


WALTER A. HART 
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TRANSLATOR’S AFFIDAVIT 


I JOSEPH KIRSCHBAUM ssigned to War Crimes Brauch, United States Army, 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, ¢ d state that the attached English translation is 


4 true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


RxeL KopEN Bure 


taken on L: b 1446 at Schwiihisch Hall, Germany 
he Seg x acer, Captain CNP. 


consisting of pages, into English, 


1, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


le My native tongue is German. 
2e I learned Inglish through study of the language tor 2 years in High School, 
ee zee? in college, and eight months of evening classes, all in VIENNA, Le 
ustria, ? 


3« I have spoken Mglish continuously since September 1939, when I came to 
the United States. In September of 1941 I joined the United States army. 


4e Fram February until the latter part of April 1943, I attended the IPw 
sey ey — Maryland, conducted by the Military Intelligence 

5e Eo eee 19h5e I served continuously as an IPW 

re . tay aka sip ag constantly mquired to translate 


Since January 196, I have been assigned to the War Crimes Branch, 
U.S.F.E.T, as a civilian German-inglish interpreter. 


Sivora4did sits vihedte' bitore tas: this Mle... 'day.ot Dnarcekh 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 
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I, Axel RODENBURG, Unterscharfuehrer in the l2th 
Company, 3rd Battalion, 2na Pz Gr. LSS M, having been 
duly sworn, make this additional statement supplementary 
to my affidavit of 25 February 1946. 


On the 15th December 1944, our company under the 
command o: CO Jochen 'HIELE Hauptscharfuehrer, was in the 
NETTESHEIMER FORES: near the BLANKENHEIM Forest, on the 
day before the start of the EIFHL offensive. I remember 
that in the evening of this day after darkness our company 
was called together for a speech of the CO Hauptscharruehrer 
THIKLE. The company assembled and Hauptscharfuehrer THIILE 
stood next to a camp fire in front of the company and with 
him were Oberscherfuehrer VOIUI, Oberscharfuehrer PFALZER, 
Oberscharfuehrer !E.DVOSS, platoon lesders of our company. 


I remember Hauptscharfuehrer THIEL: spoke to us sub- 
stantially in the following manner: “Now the offensive 
will aart, which is going to determine the final fate o” 
Germany, We mst destroy the enemy and not show any con- 
sideration. We will fight in the ola SS spirit. I am not 
giving you any direct orders to shoot prisoners of war, but 
you are well trained SS soldiers, you know what you should 
do with prisoners without me telling you that." 


I concluded from this speech that I could shoot as many 
prisoners of war as I wanted to, and that my superior officers 
would not punish m for that. That was the understanding of 
the other soldiers in my company to whom I talked laters 
However, who those soldiers were I cannot remember any more 
today. 


I make this addivional statement consisting of two pages 
voluntarily without coercion, threats or promises of reward. 


(signed) AXuL RODENBURG 
26 February 1946 


Sworn to and subscribed before 
me tpis 26th day of Feb. 1946 at 
SCHWABISGH HALL, Gih,. 


(signed) RAPHAEL SHUMACKR 
Capt oMP 
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TRANSLATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


, GEORGE MILLER 


APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly 


assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
worn, depose and state that the attached English translation is 
4 true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 


FRANZ SIEVERS 


taken on 27. February 1946 at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany 


hietore f R» PERL, Captain, OMP 
consisting of £2... pages, into English. 
and 3 sketches 
I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English 


fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 
yerman-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications 


1. German is my native tongue. 


2. I spent the first twenty years of my life in Germany and 
went to elementary and secondary school there. 


3. I came to the United States in 1928. 


4. I had two years of English in secondary school in Germany. 
My other Imowledge of English has been derived from study by myself. 


5+ I have been married for the past six years to a British 


Subject and speak English continually at home. My wife does not 
speak German. 


6. I have been in the U. 3S. Army for the past 2-1/2 years, 


having been discharged in November 1945 and have been employed by 


the War Department as a German-English interpreter since January 1946. 


th 
Swors and subscribed to before me this 77 day of DWtared SPY¥E 


at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 


GEORGE M aR 





For the Armored Group, under the Command of Obersturmfuchrer 
PRIPER existed, during the EIFEL offensive, the order: 


"The resistance of the enemy is, if necessary, to be broken 
through terror, " 


Furthermore existed the order, if the situation requires it, to 
shoot prisoners of war. 


At, the sand table exercises of the Armored Groups, or immediate- 
ly thereafter following officers' meetings, at an estate near WEILERSNIST 
(at the end of November ~ beginning December 1944) I heard for the first 
time an expression which had reference to that. 


This announced policy said, "Also a bad reputation has its 
committmnts, * 


I believe pretty well that this expression was made by Obersturm- 
bannfuehrer FEIPER, but I can't insist with absolute certainty if it was 
he who came forth wth this statement. 


Ata later occasion, a secret regimental order was shown to me 
in which it said, that if the situation requires it, prisoners of war are 
to be shot and that the resistance of the enemy, if necessary, is to be 
broken by terror, 


I can't remember the exact wording of this order, but the sense 
of the words of this regimental order is clear in my memory, as it is 
stated in the above, 


This regimental order was presented to m, either at the regimental 
CP in WEILERSNIST, or in a small hunting castle or hunting lodge in the 
forest near BLANKENHEIM, 


During the daye prior to my deperture from SATZVEY- I can't 
state the exact day - I was twice at the regimental CP in WEILERSNIST(we 
left SATZVEY on the 12th or 13th of December 19h.) 


At the occasion of these two visits, secret orders were shown 
to me and I signed something, but I don't know any more what I signed, 


I also, on December 15, 1944 took part at a meeting of all 
company commanders of the lst section. Besides these sompany commandes also 
1 was present because I was assigned by Obersturmbannfuehrer PFEIFER to the 
ist section, Also Hauptsturmfuehrer MOEBIUS of the 501 KOBNIGSTIGER De tach- 
ment was present. 


It is possible that the above-described secret regimental order 
was presented to me only at this meeting or immediately before or after, 
Anyway I also signed something at the hunting lodge. I don't know any more 
exactly what I signed there. Anyhow, I know that this written regimental 
order was never sent to my company but I got only to read it. I don't know 
any more if this order was,signed personally by Obersturmbannfuehrer JRIFER 
or by Hauptsturmfuehrer GRUHLE ; I only know that it was a secret regimental 
order, 


Sturmbannfuebrer PORTSCHKE gave all this and more at the meeting 
on December 15th 194, indoctrinated us orally with the contents of this 
regimental order, and at tae same time he also emphasized that the eneny 
resistance, if necessary, had to be broken by terror. 


I don't know any more if we were to publish the contents of the 





on 


I assuned 


did that 


Platoon leaders who I gave ose orders © Untersturm- 
fuehrer 4uGUS SEIVZ, tersturmfuehrer f I and harfuehrer 
MAX BEVINTR. At th Vime I did not read en ental 
because the docuz ¥ nly read to me» it was not giv 
fore I eaid to my platoon lea rs that the e Y resis 
broken, if necessary, by terror, and if the situ tion 
shoot prisoners of 


4 I shows at f art, t t ir 


Was located. Pewin @l C.P. itself is 
P the sketch + 1 indicates the roan of 


officer (Qberstu i hrer PEIPER), « is the room of 
the Adjutant, Haupst. GRUHLE, ir onnection concerning secret ort er, 
I had signed something. 


Sketch No.sII shows the hunting lodge in the woods nee BLANKENHEIN, 
in which [I so signed something in Connection with the secret order, qt 
did that in the roan to the right rear, It was in this roan where POETSCHKE 
had impressed us, a 1so orally, of the contents of the written regimental 
order which I described above, 


on sketch II, I have algo shown the seating errangement. yo, 1 
is Stbf POETSCHKE, No.2. Hauptstf MOEBIUS, No.3. Obst? .SIEVERS (I myself), 


There were also 2 or 3 more officers present bit I dontt know 
for certain who they were, with the exception of Ustf.1«mAM whose presence 
at this meeting, I recollect precisely. 


Sketch No. III represents the place where I issued to my platoon 
leaders the described order on December 15th 1944. 


Qn this sketch tjo.1,. indicates the place where the order was 
given and thespace for che vehicles of the 1st and 2nd platoons, No.2 the 
vehicles of the third platoon and the service company, 


i have made my statement voluntarily and out of my own will, at 
none of the interrogations have I been sub jectto force, nor were promises 
made to me, 


I believe in God and I am aware of the importance and sanctity 
of an oathe. 


I owear before God that my statementa(those of Fubruery 25th 19h6 
and the one of this date) are the whole and pure truth and contein nothing 
but the truth end I am prepared to repeat this statement, at any tine,before 


sae at. (signed) Franz STEvERS 
Witness; 27 of February 1946. 
RAPHAEL SHUMACKER Sworn to and subscribed before me this 2/th day 
Capt CMP of February 1946 at SOMWABISCH HALL Germany. 
W ILLIAM R. PE RL 
ist Lte MoI, 0-555149 
“? Investigator-Examiner, Wer Crimes Branch USER: 





TRANSLALION OF LEGW ON EsHIbIT *I* 
TO AFFIDAVIT oF 
FRANZ SIVERS 


Dated 27 February 1946 


Ce P. in WEILIRSWIST 


Noe 1) Room of Obersturmbannfuehrer PEIPIR 
Noe 2) Room or the adjutant 


TRANSLATION OF LEGEND ON EXHIBIT *II* 
TO AFFIDAVIT oF 
FRANZ SIEVERS 
Dated 27 February 1946 


Forester*s House 
Noe 1 $=Sturmfuehver POETSCHKE 


Noe 2 Hauptsturmfuehrer MOx«BINS 
Noe 3 Obersturmtuehrer SIEVENS 


TRANSLA: ION Ov LEGEND ON EXHIBIv *"III® 
TO AFFIDAVIT OF 
FRANZ SIEVERS 
Dated 27 February 1946 


1) X Publishing of the speech to the platoon 
leaders and area of the vehicles of the 
lst and 2nd platoon. 


2) Vehicles of the 3rd platoon and service 
companys 





PEIPER 
JOACHIM 


1, SAE AS ccachonnentiaicen 
sworn, make the following statement under oath 
Wh. Feasvdaa Ee ae ee anes Nachdem ich erst recht- 
mafig eingeschworen wurde, muche die folgende Aussage unter Eid 


. » being first daly 


The above two photographs cre photogriphs of the same.o ERSTe VE, 
ioniliecels mentioned by me in my affidavit, dated..2.2 FeRRUB AY 11¥4, 


Die obiven zwei Photographien sind Photographien desselbigen. Ad sershastier gh aust fo- Boe. 
Dy von mir in meiner eidesstattliohen Aussage genannt, 


daiier LF Fit UGG. 
Leiden. 


Last Name (Zuname) 


em 


the fal 
Organization during Eifel Offensive 
Einheit wiahrend des Eifel-Einsatzes 
Sworn fy, an abscribed before me this 


day Oblate 1946, 
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TRANS LATOR'S AFFIDAVIT 


L George Miller assigned to War Crimes Branch, United States Army, 
APO 633, as an interpreter, having been duly sworn, depose and state that the attached E 


a true and accurate rendering of the German original of the statement of 
KNITTEL 

taken on at Schwilhisch Hall, Germany, 

hefore 

consisting of 6. pages, into English. 


I, the deponent, further state that I speak German and English fluently and am fully qualified as an expert 


German-English interpreter by reason of the following qualifications: 


1. German ic my native tongue. 


2 


2. I spent the first twenty years of my life in Germany and went to 
elementary and Secondary school there. 


3+ I Game to the United States in 1928. 


4- I had two years of ingliesh in secondary sehool in Germany. My other 
knowledge of inglish has been derived from study by myself. 


5+ IZ have been married for the past six years to a British subject and 
Speak snglish continually at home. My wife does not Speak German, 


I bave been in the United States Army tor the past 2. 
having been discharged in November 1945 and have been @mployed by the War 
Department as a Germaneinglish interpreter since January 19)6. 


4, 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 2 te, day of 
at Schwiibisch Hall, Germany. 





BIFEL offensiv. 
ade, lst SS Pan 
nd Btry, lst arty. 


My fast group was under 


He said 
material and 
battle. Ker’ < > a8 8 reate the de- 
tur i 5 eeks by a lightning thrus 
main objective should 


Would be the supply base 4 
no foreign soldier was sy 
sverything was to be 
I iver covers yous 
the enemy 
the emy civiliar opulation, 
allied prisoners 
cas offensiv 
he 4WSE line should 


er MOHNKE, who 
Aele Simultaneously the 
ma miler st in on the secret of the plan of attack 
e offensive. T ¢ ® Was mainly ta cal contents 
culminated t 7 } Should be a beaut 


orders and 
Se must also ha 
order of the Pz. A.OK. 6 . y Command 6) 
UILURICH which was trar i by the division and 
Self with the conduct towa the cavilian. population and the shot ing 
al d miisoners of 


On the 15.12 at 1000, I was ordered ¢ conference of the com- 
meanders, to the first 1/95 Panzer Korps at 411 division camaniers, 
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Information to Establish 
Prima Facie Case Required by SHAEF 
Court of Inquiry 


Reference Number of 
Originating Office: 
IG-101 27 January 1945 


TO: Commanding General, Twelfth Army Group, APO 655. 


FROM: Commanding General, First U. S. Army, APO 230. 


Date and Time; 27 January 1945. Own File R 


1. Nature of violations: 


Massacre of approximately 120 American prisoners of war with smell arms and 
machine gun fire after they had been searched and disarmed, and were then assembled 
in a field with their hands up in the air. Later, wounded American Py's and those 
who showed eigns of life were killed by pistol or rifle bullets fired at close range, 
or by crushing in the skull with a rifle butt or other heavy object. In several 
cases, there was maltreatment of a dead body in that both eyes of an American PW 
were gouged out, probably while he was still alive. 

2. Place, date, time: 

In a field southwest of and in the vicinity west of crossroads at K-814019, at 
the village of Baugnez, Belgium, approximately 24 miles southeast of Malmedy, 
Belgiwa, at approximately 1,00 hours, 17 December 1944. 


3. Brief resume of incident (See Exhibit A for sketch m&p): 


a. At about 1400 hours, 17 December 194, Battery B, 285th Field Artillery 
Observation Battalion, was traveling in 4 convoy going south on the highway between 
Malmedy and St. Vith, Belgium. As the last vehicles in the convoy were clearing the 
crossroads at Baugnez (coordinate K-814019) and while most of the vehicles were on 
the straight stretch of road (Highway N-23) going south from this crossroads toward 
St. Vith, the entire column was suddenly fired upon by machine gun and artillery fire 
from the direction of the road (Highway N-32) goin to “leismes and fr wooded "@rea 

AgSIERC ATION 1G LLED.. : 
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south of that road, The colufin of American vehi s halted and mo 
and enlisted men jumped into a g é Side of Highwa, 
the soldiers, including C: x ( ‘f, Cpl. Robert B. Conr 
Garrett, Pfc Donald L. Bo : R. Schmitt, and T/4 rae 
across a field toward the west and hid in the woods, tall gr jitches 
a short distance west of Highway N-23, and subsequently escaped without being 
captured, <A few other soldiers who were near th rossroads when the firing started, 
including T/5 John A, O'Connell, T/4 Selmer H. Leu, 1/5 Harold N, Pillow, ail of 
Battery B, PA C ation Battalion, F James M. nney, 575th Ambulance 
Company, and Pfc Homer Ford of the 518th MP Battalion, who was directing traffic 
at the road junction, ran behind & brick house standing on the southwest corner of 
the road intersection and hid in a barn or shed. 


t 


b. The machine gun and artillery e on the column of American vehicl 
tinued for about ten to fifteen minutes and then rman tanks and some 
vehicles céme down the road from the direction of mes, Upon reaching the inter- 
section, these vehicles turned south on the road toward St. Vith. The tanks directed 
machine gun fire into the ditch along the side of the road in which the Ame 
soldiers were crouching, and upon seeing this, the other American soldiers dropped 
their weapons and raised their arms over their heads The surrendering American 
soldiers were then required to march back to the road inte ion, and while doing 


this and as they passed by some of the German vehicles then on Highway N-23, German 
soldiers on these vehicles took from the American prisoners of war such items as 
wrist watches, rings, and gloves. The American soldiers were then assembled on the 
St. Vith road in front of a house sténding on the southwest corner of the inter- 
section. Other German soldiers who had arrived at the road intersection in tanks 
and half-track vehicles, further searched some of the captured Americans at this 
place and also took valuables from then. 


ce, American PY's from units other than Battery B, 285th FA Observation Rattalion, 
were also placed in this assemblage. Some of these American soldiers from other 
units had been previously captured by the German tank column, or by individual 
German reconnaissance vehicles, and they had been forced to travel with the German 
column, or individual vehicles, to this road intersection. Among these were two 
officers and nine enlisted men of the Reconnaissance Company, 32nd Armored Regiment, 
who, while traveling south in four 1/4-ton trucks, were captured when they met the 
German column approximately one and one-half miles north of St. Vith. They were 
then forced to ride in their own 1/4-ton trucks in the German column, estimated to 
have been approximately two miles long, along a route on side roads toward the north 
and east of the Malmedy-St. Vith highway. Prior to the capture of these eleven 
officers and enlisted men, at least one unidentified American soldier was already 
@ prisoner of war in the German column. Rarlier that day, S/Sgt Herman Johnson, 
Company M, 23d Infantry, 2nd Division, was also captured by a German tank, and after 
being questioned he was forced to ride in an armored car with the Germans for 
approximately three hours, while they engaged in reconnaissance and cutting comm 
cation lines. This armored car joined the other German vehicles at the Baugnez r 
intersection and S/Sgt Johnson was made to join the other American P's. 
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@, The American Pi's who were ¢ on the road near 
then directed to go into a field s« f the house (House N 
corner of the intersection and west of t ad going toward 
men wearing the Red Cr 

the Ar 
e ti 
on the f 

gathered in the f. d apr 5 ] wenty to twenty-five yards from the 
This, however, was stopped by 4 Gennan officer, apparently be e the maneuve 
of the vehicle into position on the road interferred with the t 
vehicles Shortly after this, other German tanks and half-tracks came around the 
corner and proceeded along the road toward St. Vith, Some of these stopped when 
they came opposite the field in which the unarmed American P's were standing in @ 
group, with their hands up in the air or clasped behin| their heads, A German 
soldier, believed to be an officer or a noncomm oned officer, in one of these 
vehicles which stopped, raised up and pointed a pistol and too) eliberate aim and 
fired into the group of American PW's, One of the American « fiers fell. This wa 
repeated & second time and another American soldier in the group fell to the ground, 
At about this time, machine guns on two of the vehicles on the road started to fire 
into the group of American P's in the field. AL1, or most of the American soldiers 
dropped to the ground and stayed there wh the firing continued for two hree 
minutes. Most of the individuals in the field were hit by this machine gun fire. 
The German vehicles on the road then moved on toward the ith and were lowed by 
more vehicles which also came from tt irection of Yeismes 
vehicles came opposite the field in which the American 
also fired with small arms from the moving vehicles at the pros 


field. 


Movements of German vehicles along the road occurred intermittently for 
ely an hour and a-half. Shortly after the initial firing upon the American 
field, a few of the American soldiers attempted to run away from the 
scene, but they were fired upon and they did not go very far before they were hit 
and/or had to stop running. There is no evidence that any of these escaped or are 
now living. Later, evidently during joda no movement_of yehicles 
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wher J c 
and after being u a ) se soldier in 
and played dead, an soldiers, evidently from the group of those were 
on guard at the road i ection, th walked among the group of } I t's whic 
were still in origin in the field, an So among those o had run 
as 1ot with pistol le fire, el 
ifle butt or other hes obj any the individual Americ sold till 
showed any mof life, Ins instances, the Am 1 PW evidently was shot at 
lose range square between the eyes, in the » the back the head; in 
her instances, the yr would bac or fire a rostrate 


American sold s so fired upon, including T/5 Kenneth E. Kingston and Pvt. 
Kailer, both of Battery B, 285th FA Observation Battalion, later escaped. 


aénd a-half to two hours 
ook place, and after no s 

the road for veral minutes, o£ the 
Reem, Battery B, 28 , Observation Battalion, who was among the soldiers ly 
the field said, "Now our chance to 1 a break for it." Approximately 20 
of the American soldiers then jumps and ran toward the west and northwe 
entering and hiding in nearby hous neds, and hedgerows, When they ran, 
again fired upon by the guards and by the tank he road intersection. e of 
individuals in the group kept on going and managed to escape to our own lines. 
Germans set fire to a shed into which some of the escaping American P’ had run and 
from the evidence obtained, there is no indication that any of these Americans sur- 
vived. The burning of the shed also set fire to the house standing on the southwest 
corner of the road intersection, 


h, The atrocities committed against the American P's by the German troops were 
partially witnessed by some of the civilians living in the vicinity of the road 
junction. One man, Henri Lejoly, age 45, and 4 woman, Frau Adele Bodarwe, age about 
55 (a widow stated to have three sons in the German Army), were at the road inter- 
section and witnessed the American soldiers being assembled and searched on the road, 
prior to their being taken to the field, They also later saw the initial machine gun 
firing from the German vehicles on the St. Vith road into the group of American py's 
gathered in the field. ‘hen this happened, Frau Bodarwe was stated to have remarked, 
"Oh, my God," in French and she then went inside her house (House No. 6). Mr. Lejoly 
stated that he returned to his home (House No. 5) where he stayed for about half an 
hour, at which time he went outside again. As he came to the south side of his house, 
a German soldier in a tank, which was on the Weismes road near the intersection, fired 
several shots from a pistol at him. Mr. Lejoly ran back into the house and the tank 
then fired a machine gun and one shot from @ cannon into the house, He again went 
outside, with his hands up in the air, and talked with the German noncomaissioned 
officer in charge of the tank, protesting the action being taken against a disin- 
terested or innocent civilian. This noncommissioned officer then gave Mr. Lejoly 4 
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took part in the atrocity. Mr. oly denied seeing any of t 


e subsequent 
atrocities following the initial machine gun fire into the fiel 

P's were assembled. He has not seen Frau Rodarwe since he 

and she could not be located dur g this investigation. 


Another Henri Lejoly e living in House N while looking out 
JO+) ’ B é 
being ¢ mbled in the field. he 


ldiers le him sw 


at. i 
pect th 


lot wanting to be acl 

the window, but he érd the machine gun firing immediate ly afterward f 
downstairs, he looked out thr ugh the door and saw several American soldie 

his house in a northwesterly directi He heard more firing and saw the Am 
soldiers drop. He yer 1 : 2 the rest of the day and did not witn 
thing els The lowing 1g, 18 December 1944, he found two woundec 
soldiers i shed by his house They stayed tt for seve i 

time German idie 3 in pairs, came by d ry and saw 

Americans. The pairs of ( rs were stat to have t 

each day, but there always we ) bad one" and "one gox one," é 

to kill the two Americans but the good one always objected > it. The testimor 
Private Angelo Accetti, a wounded German PW, who was located at the 189t} 
Hospital, APO 562, on 17 January 1945, indicates that he was one of the @ 
soldiers who saw these wounded men, (See Exhibit 0, pages 58 to 71.) It 
practicable during this investigation to attempt identification of Accetti by 
Mr. Lejoly, or by other members of his household. One of the American soldiers, 
believed to be S/Sgt John D. Osborne, 37022567, Rattery B, 285th FA Observation 
Battalion, died after two or three days, and he was removed from the shed and placed 
outside on the ground by Mr. Lejoly. The identification or disposition of the other 
American soldier could not be determined, however, the evidence indicates that he 
may have been evacuated by the Germans, 
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Lary, Virgil P. i 4 01181338 Btry B, 285th FA Obsn pn L) (a) 
Ahrens, Kenneth F. z 33409504, " " " ) (a) 
Appmén, Charles F. T 33414790 ) 
Daub, Carl R. 5 33497047 
. Day, Donald ¥, 32946519 
Flechsig, T. G. 32767808 
Fox, George L. 33538615 
« Garrett, Fugene H. 3847052 
+ Garstka, Paul T/5 13054091 
Hardiman, A. J. ¥ Pfe 33521808 
+ Kailer, John R. 93 
+ Kingston, Kenneth F. T/ 33487619 
Mettera, James P, 33497213 
Moucheron, Carl W. 33414866 
- O'Connell, John A. 5 375074,20 
+ Paluch, Theodore J. / 33576613 
+ Piscatelli, Peter Cc, 42032302 
- Reem, William F, 33497195 
Sciranko, Michael T. 33569766 
+ Smith, Robert L, 33414867 
Summers, William p. 35762410 
Valenzi, Albert M. 33414773 
“erth, Bobby L. 38539588 
Anderson, Roy B. 35493327 575th Ambulance 
Dobyns, Samuel 2923940 " " 
Donitrovich, Stephen J. 33688126 " " 
McKinney, James M. 35371492 " " 
Bojarski, Mdward 36212852 Recon Co, 32nd Armd Regt 
Ford, Homer D. 37374095 Co. C, 518th MP Bn 
Johnson, Herman S/ 6271937 Co. M, 23d Inf, 2nd Div 


+ Victims; 
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Munzinger, John S. 0-1184554 try B, 285th FA Obsn Bn 
" 


Reardon, Perry L. 0-1184931 " " " " " 
Bloom, Donald L, 33569720 u 
Blouch, Carl H. 33497061 
Breon, Charles R. 33568030 
Brozowski, Joseph A. 331,60580 
Burkett, Samuel P, 33569673 
Carr, Paul R. 33549192 
Carson, Homer S. 33569714 

« Coates, James H. 33519636 
Cobbler, John H. 33530L61, 

Cohen, Robert Pfc 33477788 
Collier, John D. 1/5 33522138 
Davidson, Paul G. T/Sgt 33419745 
Desch, Howard C. Pfc 33487538 
Dunbar, William J. Pvt 35056576 d 
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Victims: (Cont'd 





. Franz, 





Name 





. Fitt, Carl B. 


+ Flack, Donald J. 
alter A, 
+. Frey, Carl B, 


y. Geisler, Donald &. 
z. Haines, Charles F. 


+ Hallman, Samuel A, 

Hall, Charles 

. Herchelroth, 

» Jordan, Oscar R, 

+ Kinsman, Alfred 

Laufer, Howard 

+ Lengyel, A., Jr., 

+ Leu, Selmer H. 
Luers, James © 
Martin, Lawrence 

+ McKinney, Robert 


1. Miller, Halsey J. 


+ O'Grady, David T. 

+ Osborne, John D. 

+ Phillips, Peter R. 
Piasecki, Stanley F. 
Pittman, Gilbert FR. 
Rosenfeld, George R. 
Rullman, Carl H. 
Saylor, Oscar 
Schwitzgold, Max 
Sheetz, Irvin M. 
Shingler, John H. 
Snyder, Robert J. 
Steffy, George H. 
Stevens, Carl M. 
Swartz, Luke Ss. 
Walker, Richard’ R. 

+ Watt, Thomas F. 
Wiles, Yester H. 
Oliver, Thomas ‘y, 
Indelicato, Ralph J. 
Mills, Roger L. 

- MeGovern, William T. 
Wald, Elmer ‘7. 
Tames, Lloyd A. 

- Klukavy, John 
McDermott, Thomas E, 
McGee, James G. 
Genthner, Carl R. 
Paden, Paul L. 
Scott, Wayne L. 


P- 


33577679 
33569746 
35212249 
3349’ 
33569696 
33497239 
33538625 
335k 1 
33569686 
31015229 
33414793 
35231283 
36291027 
33034725 
33530508 
3 230 
32561861, 
31304038 
37022567 
13186081 
35893689 
35650418 
12103408 
33409511 
6666317 
32954422 
33497089 
33570509 
33421105 
33497306 
31096239 
33497309 
33530488 
37337935 
33530531 
33521852 f 

17133271 Med Det,285th FA Obsn 
0-391465 Ho Btry,285th FA Obsn 
33419739 " " " " " 
20326296 Med Det,200th FA En 
O-101814, Recon Co, 32nd Armd Re 
36860531 " " " " " 
0-101868% " " " " " 
13077568 n " " " " 
O-154409 575th Ambulance Co 
35417847 Ll 
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Name Rank O. Unit 





Wusterbarth, Dayton F. 1/5 36258533 46th Ambulance Co. 
+ Clymire, John J. Pfe 16011838 86th Engr Bn (HP) 
- Lindt, Penjamin s 38009681 Det A, th FA Bn, 

V Corps Force Bn 

+ Heitmann, Raymond A, T/5 37403877 197th AAA AY Bn 

Cash, Cecil J. t/ 71,0396 " "oon 
+ Johnson, Delbert J. vt 392885 (see footnote) 
. Mullen, Keston FE, Pvt 38465574 see footnote) 
- Burney, L. iM. 38450179 575th Amb. Co. 


Due to the snow in the area at the present time and the dispersion of some of the 
bodies, it is not believed that all victim f the atrocity have been found. The 
following are believed to be additional vic S, 4s the evidence establishes that they 
were present at the scene of the atrocity, or in the vicinity thereof; 


y. Goffmann, Solomon Ss. 2nd Lt 0-1 ) Btry B,285th FA Obsn Bn (Unknow) (d 
s. Bacon, Thomas J. T/5 " ' (d 
. Clark, Frederick Pfc 33419825 (a 
+ Davis, “arren Pfc 33530537 ( 
. Jones, Wilson M., Jr. /5 33481389 ( 
. Law, Ralph ¥. Pfe 33530450 ( 
. Lester, Raymond E. Cpl 33530458 ( 
Lucas, Alan M. 1, 33549382 ( 
Moore, William H, Cpl 33414853 ( 
Murray, David M. Pfc 3274,6671 ( 
Perkowski, Walter J, pvt 35069577 " ( 
Rupp, John M., Jr. T/h 33498007 ( 
Skoda, Michael J. T/5 33414691 ( 
Stabulis, Alphonso J. Sgt 3314,60568 ( 
Thomas, Elwood Ff, Pvt 33497256 ( 

. Vario, Louis A. Pvt 33229042 ( 
Anderson, Vernon Sgt 33264487 Recon Co., 32nd Armd ( 
Berron, William E. Pvt 34724789 " " " " ( 
Cummings, J. I. Cpl 18217485 "oom now ( 
MeKinney, Vestal Pvt 34608640 86th Mer Bn (HP) ( 


d) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 


a 
a 
d 
d 
d 
d 
a 
d 
a 
d 
d 
qd 
d 
d 
a 
d 
d 


(Footnote: Effort was made to determine unit designations through Machine Records 
Units but no information was available on these individuals: cy and ew, Johnson and 
Mullen.) 


*(a) Hospitalized and evacuated - now in medical channels, 
(b) Returned to unit. 

(c) Buried in U. S. cemetery at K-705352 

(d) Location unknown. 





Vict (Cont'd) 
— ad 
REMARKS; Identification of victims was established by interr Be n of living victims 
and witnesses, by special battle casualty reports m units co ned for the date in 
question, @nd by examination of identification tags, soldiers pay books and othe 
effects on the bodies of the dead victims when they were found on 14 = 15 Janua 
1945 at the scene of the atrocity. 





Evacuation 
Address or 
Fo tion 
Particular 
Med.Channels Soldier B,pp 103-10/, 
" " P,pp 116-117 
Appman, Ch 2s F Py 85 Ret'd to Unit u 
Bojarski, 4 " 
+ Bowe Donald L. E B 2 F e Li 
+ Cor Robert " " 
+ Daub, Carl 
+» Day, Donald W. L i " 
+ Dobyns, Samuel 575th Amb. Co. Med. Channels 
Donitrovich, S. J. " " " " 
« Flechsig, Theodore G. Ff B,285th FA Obsn Bn" " 
Ford, Homer B, Co. C, 518th MP Bn Ret'd to Unit I 5 
Fox, George L. Btry B, 285th Obsn Bn Med,Channels E » 105-106 
Garrett, Eugene H. " " " " Ret'd to Unit Bypp 95-97 
Gartska, Paul " 233 
Graeff, George FE. " Py 78-8), 
Hardiman , Aubrey J. Med,Channels I 66-70 
Johnson, Herman Co M, 23d Inf., 2nd Div " " B,p 4 
Kailer, John R, RBtry B,285th FA Obsn Bn " " 32-36 
Kaley, Harold 575th Amb. Co. Ret'd to Unit p 129-131 
Kingston, Kenneth EB. &try B,285th FA Obsn Bn " E 29-31 
op 185-191 
Lary, Virgil T. Btry B,28 pes FA Obsn Bn Med.Channels B,pp 109-110 
Mattera, James P, " " " LU Ret'd to Unit pp 196-200 
McKinney, James E. 575th ine Co. Med.Channels " F 5t 56- 
Moore, James jY. 2nd Div. MP " " » 170-175 
Moucheron, Carl 1, Btry By ee7th FA Obsn Bn " " B,p 71-75 
+ O'Connell, John A, " Li " " " 1 B5r 7-12 
+ Paluch, Theodore J. 1 Ret'd to Unit 3 201-208 
Piscatelli, Peter C. Med.Channels B,pp 99~102 
Reding, Charles E. Ret'd to Unit B,p 233 
@e. Reem, William F. nm on B 228-229 
af. Schmitt, Warren R. " B,pp 192-195 
ag. Sciranko, Michael T. ' " ' B,p 231 
ah, Smith, Robert L, " " Med.Channels 35 ' B,pp 17-20 
ai, Summers, William B. CLASSHICATICet a Nee Lindt ] ) 157-164 
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Velenzi, -Chaénnel 

ak, Werth, Robby i " t ; 

al. Lejoly, Henri 
Lejoly, Henri 


Albert 


almedy, 


Joly, Johanna 
Joly, Madeleine 


sewife 


larwe, Adele usewi fe 


could be loc 
indicates that 


Exhibit P. 
= 


ingerprints: (None obtained.) 


Documents, list of (None) 


Material exhibits; (None) 


Technical tests: (None) 


Perpetrators: 


(1) Intelligence data and interrogation of captured Ge: Pits 
the German colwan wh: ei arrived at the Raugnez road intersection at approximate 
1400 hours, 17 December 1944, was a Combat Team (Kampfgruppe Peiper) of the lst 
Panzer Division composed of; 


ist Bn, lst SS Panzer Regt, LAH 

6 = 8 King Tigers of the 501st Tank Rn 

3d Bn, 2nd SS Pz. Grenadier Regt ( » possit 
9th Company, Ist SS Pz. Regt, LAH (Engineer Co.) 
6th Company, lst SS Engr. Bn. 

sth Battery, lst Ss Arty Regt (6 - 105mm Hows, 3 ) 
Elements of Parachute Inf. zt. V, including 12th gompany 
Penal Platoon attached to Engineers 


sion of this combat team was to capture liege, Belgiun, but it was are 


ies at Lagleize on 19-23 December eat J ana p§ viet ed heavy losses 


s@ indicates that the per 1 COL MG aD Pay consis [ex &B. Bay part 





OLOT 8784 


( /Sturmbannfuhrer 
Sturmbannfuh 
0/Sturmfuh 
/Sturmfuhr 


turmfuhre: 

Junkars urmfuhrer 

Sieg 

Klingelhofer Sturmfuhrer 

Rumpf turmfuhrer 

Heri turmfuhrer 

uss 2 in . ae 

Lenk U/Sehafffuhrer I P 2 Pi. 

Kuehn J/Sturmfuhrer Pl ? th Co., 2 Pl. 

fedeleit Scharrfuhrer In Penal nit with 1 F 
Haas Interscharfuhrer n 
Rersin Unterscharfuhrer fi 

Lier Unterscharrfuhrer 

Held Unterscharrfuhrer 

Elser 0/Sturmfuhrer Co., Para Regt : 
Luck U/Sturmfuhrer 2nd Pl, 12th Co, Para Regt zpy 
Schulta Scharrfuhrer ist Pl, 9th Co. 

Sandig 0/Sturmbannfuhrer 0 2nd SS Ps Gren Regt 
Schnelle H/Sturmfuhrer , 2nd 2nd SS Pz Gren Regt 
Urban Bn. 
Schrenk co 5th 

Under ® Cc 6th 

Kuhagen Pl Lar list 
Leopold I co 7th 
Keil CO 8th 
Diefenthal J co 3d Bn, 2nd SS Pz Gren Regt 
Kohler C 5 9th Co (wounded) 
Leyke ( 9th Co (succeeded Kohler 
Preuss 0 ¢ 10th Co, 

Aschendorff 4th Pl, loth co 
Thomharat ) lith Co (wounded) 
Kinderman co Lith Co (wounded) 

Tillis i/ co 12th Co, 

Ludicke co Supply Co, 3d Bn 
Dittman Bn Surgeon 3d Bn 


Buts check 0/Sturnfuhrer CLASSIFIGATION € ANGELL ty Regt LAH 


oy Rr Von br. ty. US. 
re] fhe ie f AGO, WIune 44 
79 oF ORE SS EL UW 





equipment : 


v 
ing the 8s é 


nias on breast pock 


(b) were observed by 
The crews of the nor ! e black uniforms with leather 
over them. Other re suit 
described a. 


llow 
aring 
the UJ 
from silver ligt 
kground to black strea 1Z on a li 
d ba und, T 1 soldiers 
field with r 
with boots and bl 


€ ats, peaked 
helmets, pe | 
lescription of 


aks on a very 


who later killed the wounded Au 
r at cl se ran, 
officer 
i al: 


Feldpost number was 
dposten 489 (See ® 


(3) Description of vehicles; ‘Tanks - Tiger, 
tan The Tiger tanks were equipped with flash hid 


on the guns, One tan 
described 4s a long one and equipped with an 8&mm gun had a marking on it "p-, 


(See ibit B, Q 722 -723). Another large tank had a number, either 831 or 631, 
on it (See Exhibit B, page 233). Another tank had 639 marked on it in large numbers 
(See Exhibit B, Q. 2152). No identifications on any other vehicles were obtained. 
The descriptions indicate that there were a considerable number of half-track 
in the column. The evidence further shows that 
track vehicles in the column. 


nther, and M 


¢ vel 
there were approximately 90 to 100 


(4) No information was obtained from Allied Unit War Diaries, 


(5) See Exhibit 0 for interrogation reports of er 


my prisoners of war 
captured in the area, 


8, Name and unit of officer who will be responsible for assist ing Supreme 
Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Force Court of Inquiry, in its investigation of 
the incident and location at which court will report; 


It, Col. Alvin B. Welsch, IGD, Assistant Inspector General, Headquarters 


First U. S. Army. 
Cbs, ple 
ALVIN B+ TELSCH, 


Lt.Col., T.G.D.,» 
NCH PEMA Army Inspector Gel 


oo nt pan 
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BXHIBIT G 


EXHIBIT 


EXHIBIT 


BXHIBIT 
EXHIBIT L 
EXHIBIT 
EXHIBIT 
EXHIBIT 
EXHIBIT 


fet 


end aeri 


hotograph of same area, (Vicinity of ignez, Belg 


esti Ly tatements of 37 American soldiers, 


of Pvt James P, Matters, 
given to CIC Det 


Btry 285th FA Obs 


8worn statement of Cant Joseph A, Kirez, 0~-5101599, Mc 
44th Evac Hosn, covering id sAficat lon, 1 e 
deserintion of clothing, and medical diagnosis of victi 
examined, 
Sworn statement of Cant 
44th Evac Hosn, covering 

intion of clothing 
examined, 
Sworn statement of Major Gincento C, Morrone, 0-269079, 
MC, 44th Evac Hosn, covering identification, nersonel ef- 
fects, descrintion of clothing, and medical diagnosis of 
victims examined, 


Blin of paner given to Henri Lejoly with name of German 
officer, 


Identification list of bodies of American soldiers found 
in vicinity of Baugnez, Belgium on 15-16 January 1945, 


Statement of Belgian civilian Henri Lejoly (age 45), 
Statement of Belgian civilian Henri Lejoly (age 50). 
Statement of Belgian civilian Johanna Lejoly. 
Statement of Belgian civilian Madeleine Lejoly. 


Testimony of German nrisoners of war. 
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BELGIUM, ON 15 - 16 JANUARY 945 : 


Tag No. 
Shown In Serial 
Photographs Identification of Bo Rank No. 


+ Osborne, John D. S/Sget 37022567 Btry B, 285th FA Obsn Bn 
+ Indelicato, Ralph J. Cpl 17133271 Med Det, " i en 
. Swartz, Luke S. T/5 33497309 Btry B, " on 
+ Clymire, John J. Pfe 16011838 86th Mer Bn (HP) 
. Jordan, Oscar R. T/5 33569686 btry B, 285th FA 
- Mills, Robert L. Capt 0-391465 Hq Btry, " " 
. Bee chelroth, Sylvester 1/4 33497232 Btry B, 
Pfe 33487538 " " 
Wayne L. Pfe 357 371540 575th Amb. Co. 
Genthner, Carl R. lst Lt 0-1541,092 " " " 
Flack, Donald J. Pfo 33569746 Btry B, 285th 
. Cohen, Robert (NMT) Pfe 33477788 " ' 
+ Pittman, Gilbert R. Pvt 35650418 " 
+ Lengyel, A., Jr. T/5 35231283 " 
. Walker, Richard B. Pfe 335: 30488 " 
- Collier, John D. Pfe 33522138 Md 
. McGovern, William T. T/Sgt 33419739 Haq Btry, 
Burkett, Samael P. 7/5 33569673 Btry E 
Wald, Elmer W. Pfe 20326296 Med Det, 200th FA Bn 
Steffy, George B. T/4 33497306 Btry B, Re5th FA Obsn Bn 
Miller, Halsey J. Cpl 32561864 " " " 
. Shingler, John H. Pvt 33580509 
4 - Body was tagged twice) 
+ Geisler, Donald &. 8/Sgt 33569696 
(See footnote) 
Schwitzgold, Max T/5 32954422 
Wiles, Vester H. 7/5 33530531 
(See footnote) 
Blouch, Carl H. Pfe 33497061 
(See footnote) 
Saylor, Oscar Pvt 6666317 
Rosenfeld, George R. 7/5 12103408 
(See footnote) 
Mertin, Lawrence Cpl 33530508 
Sheetz, Irvin M. T/k 33497089 
. Oliver, Thomas v, Pfe 33521852 
Haines, Cherles F. T/5 33497239 
McDermott, Thomas &. lst It 0-1018686 Recon Co, 32nd Armd Regt 
Franz, Walter A. Sat 35212249 Btry B, 285th FA Obsn Bn 
« MeGee, James G. 1/3 13077568 Recon Co, 32nd Armd Regt 
Lindt, Benjamin Sgt 38009681 Det A, 200th FA Bn, 
V Corps MGP Force Bn 
Burney, L. M. 38450179 Recon Co, 32nd Armd Regt 
Dunbar, William J. Pvt 35056576 Btry B, aeehh FA Obsn Pn 


Snyder, Robert J. Sgt 33421105 "on" 
nyder, Rob & ex $2 


Ev ipssification CANCELLED | 
. i] 


J0¢ PES my ns Coe 


BPRRPRPR 
PwWNrF OW SAVE WA 





Identif. 





FOOTNOTE: 


A. . 


EXHIBIT J 


- Luers, James §E. 


+ « « Munzinger, 


- Stevens, Carl M. 
+ Carr, Paul R. 


Watt, Thomas F. 


fusterbarth, Dayton E. 


Brozowski, Joseph A. 
Klukevy, John 

(See footnote) 
Reardon, Perry L. 


+ Davidson, Paul G. 


Fitt, Carl B. 
Leu, Selmer H, 
Kinsman, Alfred W. 


+ Breon, Charles R. 
, 


Hallman, Samuel H. 

Frey, Carl B. 

(See footnote) 
Kinney, Robert L. 


+ Rullman, Carl H. 
+ Tames, Lloyd A, 


Piasecki, Stanley F. 
(See footnote} 


« Mullen, Keston &. 
, 


Phillips, Peter R. 
Paden, Paul L. 

Hall, Charles E. 
Heitmann, Raymond A, 
Cash, Cc. J. 


Tags on the following bodies became detached before they 


identified: 


John S. 
Bloom, Donald L. 
Carson, Homer S, 
Coates, James H. 
Johnson, Delbert J. 
Laufer, Howard 7. 


O'Grady, David T. 


fos? 


ist Lt 


Cras 


SJPFE AT 


ity cr 


36258533 


3346058C 


36860531 


0~1181,931 Btry B, 285th 


97h 5 


3341 


33577679 
36291C 


3101 


3352. 


2305 


33409511 
0-1018161 R 


35893689 


38465574, 


13186081 


Recon 


Btry B, 


546th 


Clo 


Co, 32nd Armd Regt 
FA Qbsn Bn 


" " " 


on Co, 


285th FA Obsn Bn 


Btry B, 285th FA Obsn Bn 


35417847 575th Amb. Co. 


33549251 


Btry B, 285th FA Obsn Bn 


37403877 197th AAA AY Bn 
37403963 


O-1184,554 Btry B, 285th 


33569720 
33569714 
33519636 
39288520 


33414793 


31304038 
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" 


Btry B, 28 
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could be 


FA Obsn pn 


" " " 


FA Obsn 
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5th 
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Ba: 7. 4SO 
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